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tagtronics 


One Stop Software Solut 
For the Future of Coach 


* Are you confident all clients receive an invoice? 


* Can you provide Quotations, Confirmations, Invoices and Work Tickets quickly and efficient 


* Are you missing vehicle servicing or MOT dates? 


+ Struggle with rooming lists, insurance returns and seating plans? 


CONTACT US FOR A FREE DEMO OF OUR SOFTWARE - 


PRIVATE HIRE OR TOURS & EXCURSIONS 


TAGtronics Ltd., Suite 410, Daisyfield Cent 


Appleby Street, Blackburn, Lancashire, BB1 3BL 


tagtronics 


tagtror 


Tel: 01254 297732 Fax:01254 698484 Email: sales@tagtronics.co.uk 


TEL: 01494 716996 


Sp urlands End Road 
Great Kingshill 
High Wycombe 

Bucks HP15 6PE 
Fax: 01494 716331 


NEW OPTARE MERCEDES AVAILABLE 


AIR CONDITIONED 
31 seats, crew seat, air con, saloon toilet, fridge by crew 


seat, radio/tape/PA/monitor/video, lap belts, Telma retarder, manual gearbox .... . £66,000 
49 soft line recliners, crew seat, air conditioning, Webasto, centre sunken 

toilet, fridge, boiler, double glazing, full draw curtains, video + 2 monitors 
i cot ee ee £135,000 
49 recliners, 2 crew seats, air conditioning, Webasto, centre sunken toilet, 

fridge, boiler, radio/PA/2 monitors, double glazing, curtains.. £125,000 
53 recliners, climate control, air conditioning, 


double glazing, retractable belts, drop down armrests, retarder , £95,000 
Auto gearbox, 51 recliners,saloon_ toilet, 
air-conditioning, . . £95,000 


), 32 leather trimmed recliners, 5 tables, crew seat, rear saloon 
toilet, servery unit with fridge, boiler, microwave etc, rear continental door, air 
conditioning, side window blinds, adjustable footrest, radio/PA/tape/CD/DVD/ 
ATION UI ot catia cashes caw nanenenctse POON PO VIEW... 2000 ccccceose ..£79,000 
49 recliners, crew seat, centre ‘sunken toilet contenental 

door, Telma retarder, air conditioning, hot drinks machine, curtains . £79,000 
47 recliners, crew seat, centre sunken 

toilet, powered continental door, boiler, fridge by crew seat, full carpets, radio/PA/DVD/ 


2 monitors, air conditioning............... £79,000 
49 recliners, crew seat, air conditioning, centre sunken toilet, continental 
OO, HOMORE x s54 2x6 0 2 6% £95,000 


48 recliners, crew seat, air conditioning, rear sunken 

toilet, fridge, Telma retarder, rear continental door, rack locker doors € £79,000 
double deck band coach, 14 berths, 8 seats, lower 

deck at 2 tables, 8 seats upper deck lounge area, fridge, boiler, microwave, monitors, TV/DVD/playsta- 
tion/video x 2, toilet, air con, alloy wheels, driver's door, etc. . A £90,000 
48 recliners, crew seat, air conditioning, rear saloon 


toilet, fridge, boiler, Telma retarder, rack locker doors .......-..----.---2--eeeeeee £87,000 
53 recliners, crew seat, air conditioning, 
double glazing, radio/tape/PA, curtains . . . £55,000 


35 Fainsa recliners, crew seat, air condition- 

ing, rear continental door + steps, adjustable footrests, radio/tape/PA ... ..£45,000 
22 recliners, crew seat, air conditioning, large ‘boot, cur- 

RR oe 4 seg nls nie ws ote nied sheers Mad ads Roesch none adh ORG oe pane ene £19,750 
27 Vogel super recliners + leg calf 

supports, seat back tables, crew seat, aircon + climate control, Shades centre sunken tolet, fridge, 
boiler, continental door, retarder, drivers bunk, alloy wheels, radio/PA/ 
(RNs acedek . -vreneipan Webra: -. Repaid awe 1S RE So gies £68,000 
51 recliners, crew seat, air-conditioning, 

hot water boiler by crew seat, floor mounted toilet, double glazing, radio/PAAape/monitor/video 


eS ae eee eel CellC eS £72,000 
8 seats, air-conditioning ...................- £5,500 
16 seater, air conditioned,power door, to be sold with new 
Co SP ee ee Pen eee eeee))|~—l ll arr eS eS £16,750 
24 Ambiente recliners, 6 tables 2 crew seats, rear saloon, 

toilet, rear servery, video + monitor, air _—s . 
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VoLvos 


double glazed, rear sunken toilet/ continental door 


49/53 recliners, crew seat, 


53 recliners, crew seat, 

centre sunken demounted toilet, continental door, double glazed . bees . £59,000 
53 recliners, ‘crew " seat, rear 

continental door, double glazing, radiofape.... £58,000 


49 recliners, crew seat, rear saloon toilet, rack 
locker doors, Telma, double iain, rear continental door, radioftape/PA/monitor, adjustable footrests 


Ph eee £57,500 

53 recliners, rear continental door, Telma 

+ TERT Latter £18,000 

43 retrimmed seats, retractable belts, 

cistalie, Carpet, TAGIIPA, «6:25 36:06 0000s UR eh A EOI wes vam W ee £15,000 
OTHER CoAcHeEs & Mipis - Minis 

16 high back coach seats ................. £13,500 

16 Fainsa seats, seat belts, large rear boot, internal 

RIGGEEIO DON, TAGIORSDO 5s o.0 oo 06:00:05 5.5 = MeN Sexe CHE eRe © ous «eo Same £12,000 


Conversion, 19 coach seats, 3 point belts, rear boot, 
tacks, forced air ventilation, slam door with deep stepwell..............-.00+0e005. £13,500 
Conversion HIGH ROOF, 16 coach seats, drop step well entrance 


ee See oe eer aa ee ee £3,500 
53 seats, rear continental door, double 
glazing, rack locker doors, radio/tape/PA, curtains, auto gearbox .................. £37,500 


33 coach seats, power door, rear boot, racks, forced air ven- 
rer eee ee £19,500 
1 33 semi- -coach seats, 3 point seat belts, 

luggage racks, rear boot, tinted windows, radio/PA, auto G/B . ee ee ee £12,000 
55 newly retrimmed recliners, crew seat, double glazed, 


tilation, reading lights . . 


demounted centre toilet & continental door............ RING TO VIEW...........scscssecseseseseenes £27,000 
50 retrimmed recliners, crew seat, 

rear continental door, retractable seat belts, Telma retarder ....................-5- £13,995 
B7 S0aMitieasis «= x0 . . £6,500 

RO MORIB... .. . uaeaes a oi Kenn Ee Os . . £3,750 

18 seater, rear hideaway wheelchair lift .......-........... £4,500 

51 recliners, crew seat, rear sunken toilet, 

er a en ee lee ee a £6,500 
49 retrimmed recliners, 

centre sunken toilet, crew seat, continental door . . . £14,000 


MO.cactineras..... - s0=k<s skeen . £4,500 
PAN as SUS ters See £2,400 
55 Plaxton coach seats £1,900 


Saeed sen aaa 


ee 


thisweek 


V¢ 
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Suffolk 
Safari 


TEMSA, a name new on the 
British coach scene, is a Turkish 
manufacturer with a budget- 
priced coach powered by 9.2- 
litre DAF engine coupled to six- 
speed ZF automatic gearbox. 
Mike Morgan puts one of the 
seed vehicles to the test. 


Full story on pages 27-30 


Expo Publishing, Suite 4, Century 
House, Towermead Business Park, 

High Street, Fletton, Peterborough PE2 9DY 
Tel: 0870 241 8745 

Fax: 0870 241 8891 


E-mail: mike.morgan(@route-one.net 
Website: www.route-one.net 
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PTEG’s at it again. The release of positive news for 
the bus industry in the shape of the Confederation 
of Passenger Transport’s On The Move report took 
the Passenger Transport Executive Group by 
surprise. 

As reported last week (routeONE, The Big Story, 30 
June), On The Move unveiled the top 50 bus routes — 
all recording 10%-plus patronage growth - and the top 
15 fastest growing bus networks, ranging from First in 
Weston-super-Mare with a 6% increase to Stagecoach 
Exeter Park & Ride with a 34% improvement. 

This good news was probably seen as bad news 
within PTEG’s Wellington Street headquarters, Leeds. 
The metropolitan areas for which the Passenger 
Transport Executives have responsibility are 
inconspicuous in the On The Move tables. PTEG’s 
response? To release two briefing papers in quick 
succession. One predicting a decline in bus services 
forced by cuts in subsidised networks if there’s a 
shortfall in funding for the Government's plans to 
offer free travel to all pensioners. 

The other publication offers a vision of high-quality 
networks. The problem? Bus patronage in the English 
PTE areas has declined by nearly 17% in the last 10 
years, and PTEG blames the large groups for chasing 
profit at the expense of better services. However, this 
makes no concession for the same strategy delivering 
passenger growth in places for which the PTEs have 
no influence. 

@ Many thanks to all those operators who responded 
so positively to my appeal for help with the proposed 
route Maintenance Diary. 

Within hours of issue 83 landing on your desks | 
had enough offers to run the feature three or four 
times. Consequently we will be ready to roll within 
the next couple of weeks. However, there is one small 
problem. The aim of Maintenance Diary is to track 
the performance of a variety of vehicles — old and 


new - over the next 12 months. I’ve had plenty of 
new types, but | am short of a couple of older 
coaches and buses. 

Please get in touch if you have something built 
before 1995 that you think would be of interest. All | 
am asking is that you submit a monthly report on an 
easy-to-complete form supplied by route 
@ Readers found more than one thing in issue 83 that 
stimulated you into action. The plans for the 
Maintenance Diary were one thing, but Dennis 
Falcon’s tongue-in-cheek suggestion for an alternative 
awards scheme proved to be something else. 

Dennis, you will recall, is anon de plume for a top 
bus industry executive well-known for his forthright 
opinions. His company is no stranger to well-deserved 
accolades, so, despite appearances, he is not anti- 
awards. However, his undisguised irritation with 
officialdom prompted him to invite nominations for a 
set of four ‘Worst of’ categories - Worst Regulator, 
Worst Public Authority, and Worst New Legislation. 
And, in the interests of a balanced approach, he also 
included Worst Bus Operator. 

We've had dozens of suggestions — some printable, 
others best left in the ether. 

However, he set a 
deadline of 14 July. So, for 
those of you who still 
haven't sent in your 
nominations, e-mail your 
proposals asap to 
dennis.falcon@route- 
one.net 


Mike Morgan 
Editor 


Tom Black News Editor 

Mike Jewell Legal Writer 
David Watson Columnist 
Stephen Morris Contributor 
John Mervyn Pugh Contributor 
Gerard Whyman Cartoonist 


PRODUCTION TEAM 


Tony Henthorn Studio Manager 
JM Sibcy-Stokes Studio Assistant 
Phillip Robinson Junior Studio Assistant 


ADVERTISING TEAM 

Martin Laverton Sales Manager 
martin.laverton@route-one.net 
Direct Line: 01733 355361 
Daniel Lunn Sales Executive 
daniel.lunn@route-one.net 

Direct Line: 01733 355360 


Ricky Dent Sales Executive 
ricky.dent@route-one.net 

Direct Line: 01733 355363 
Francesca Stringer Sales Executive 
francesca.stringer@route-one.net 
Telephone: 0870 241 8745 

Stefanie Reuss Office Administrator 


PRINTERS 
Warners Midland pic, The Maltings, 


Manor Lane, Bourne, Lincs PEIO 9PH 


CIRCULATION 
To comply with the requirements of the 
Audit Bureau of Circulations, we must have 
individual signed requests to add names to 
the circulation list. 

Average weekly circulation January- 
December 2004, 6,366 copies per issue as 


independently audited by ABC. 

Qualifying readers get their copy free 
every Thursday. To receive a copy call 
0870 241 8745. 

All readers will be asked to fill in a form 
once every three years to ensure that 
routeONE is still giving the industry what it 
wants out of a weekly news-led magazine. 


We will normally only send one copy 
to each company operating centre. 
Additional copies available, £99 per year. 


COVER: 
Mike Morgan 
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School bus 
frontline... 


ROVIDING - school 

transport has never 

been harder for local 
authorities and operators. 

The public’s expectations of 
the sort of service that should 
be provided become ever 
higher, budgets __ tighter, 
regulation stricter and some 
children’s behaviour, more 
extreme. 

A review of school bus 
transport by the Welsh 
Assembly’s Education 
Committee was in the news 
earlier this year (route ; 
News, |2 May). The committee 
was responding to events 
surrounding the death of |2- 
year-old Stuart Cunningham- 
Jones in December 2002 after 
the EST Bus Leyland Atlantean 
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“I’m sorry, we don’t do ‘school bus security’ - 
we know our limits!” 


he was travelling on left the road 
near the village of Ystradowen, 
Vale of Glamorgan. It concluded 
that all school buses should be 
fitted with CCTV and those 
carrying under eight-year-olds 
should always have an adult 
escort. 

Other recommendations 
were that all children on a 
school contract bus should be 
provided with a seatbelt and 
that the ‘three-for-two system’ 
where three children can sit on 
seats designed for two, should 
end. It also said that double 
deckers should be phased out in 
favour of single deck coaches or 
specialist school vehicles by 
2010. 

“We realise that this policy 
would entail additional costs for 
operators and LEAs,” said the 
committee. “We recommend 
that the Assembly Government 
should issue guidance to clarify 
current legal responsibilities and 
liabilities.” 

Denbighshire County 
Council is one of the authorities 
that is currently considering the 
Assembly’s recommendations. 
Arecent report compiled by the 
County’s Lifelong Learning 
Scrutiny Committee Working 
Group (LLSC) highlighted the 
issues and financial pressures 
that have to be faced on the 
ground. The report attracted 
some media attention because 
consideration was given to the 
possible introduction of a ‘pink 
punishment bus’ as on the Isle of 
Wight, although this was later 


rejected by the LLSC, not least 
for being impracticable. 

In routeONE Issue 2 (13 
November 2003), Editor Mike 
Morgan went to Denbighshire 
to report on the Authority’s 
new Irisbus Scolabus. It was the 
first initiative of its kind in Wales 
using a modern large passenger 
vehicle specifically designed for 
children. The new vehicle was 
popular with the head teacher, 
pupils and parents. 

The Council found that 
behaviour was better and 
attributed this to the fact that 
the bus is single deck, has 
onboard CCTY, and is driven by 
a regular driver. But as Mike 
Morgan highlighted at the time, 
there are always issues for 
operators when local authorities 
decide to provide their own 
school transport and there are 
also financial constraints — as 
with everything — on such 
initiatives. 

Denbighshire approved in 
principle the use of surveillance 
equipment and marshals on 
school buses last year. It was 
agreed that CCTV equipment 
be installed on 22 double 
deckers and marshals be used 
on priority routes, “within the 
constraints of the financial 
resources available.” The CCTV 
was costed at £66,000. Because 
of confusion over how bids for 
funding could be made, the 
application has been delayed 
and quotes are only now being 
obtained. “Three or four sets of 
equipment can be funded if the 


bid is approved,” said the 
Working Group report. 

Two sets of CCTV 
equipment have been funded 
during the last financial year 
from within LifeLong Learning’s 
budget. They have been 
deployed “as a matter of 
urgency” on two double 
deckers where “drivers were 
reporting cases of serious 
misbehaviour which, was in 
their opinion, endangering the 
safety of other passengers and 
road users as well as the driver. 
There were no reported 
incidents of misbehaviour on 
these routes following the 
installation of CCTV. 

“Following the Cabinet's 
approval last year to use marshals, 
or supervisors on school buses,” 
continues the report, “there has 
been little action to date due to 
the inability to: 

(a) identify financial resources and 
(b) employ suitable personnel.” 
Responding to an operator who 
threatened to withdraw from a 
contract because of unruly 


routeONE 
Comment 


Operators and local authorities 

across the country will identify 

with events in Denbighshire. 
The LLSC Working Group's 


report makes quite clear that 
“the local authority has a duty 
under Section 509 of the 
Education Act 1996 to provide 


free transport to eligible 


behaviour, “a security firm 
provided marshals on two 
double deckers on a temporary 
basis from March-July 2004 in 
respect of one marshal and 
June-July 2004 in respect of a 
second. The total cost was 
£1,500. The marshals were not 
re-employed after this date and 
despite seeking quotes from 
many other security firms in 
North Wales and Cheshire, 
none wished to provide a quote 
for school transport work. The 
only quote returned was froma 
firm in Newcastle at a rate of 
£150 per day.” 

The Working Group noted 
that Conwy County Borough 
Council employs supervisors on 
six double deckers in response 
to misbehaviour. “Colleagues in 
Conwy report that the situation 
has improved, although there 
continue to be some problems 
on specific routes.” 

Reporting on recent events 
within its own County, the 
Working Group explained that 
two operators had experienced 
problems on double deckers in 
recent months. “We have not 
received reports of unruly 
behaviour on single deckers.” 
“Letters have been sent by the 
Council and schools concerned 
to the parents of all pupils on the 
buses clearly stating that such 
incidents compromise the safe 
operation of the service and 
warning that it may be necessary 
to suspend the service, without 
notice, should such incidents 
recur.” 

The letters “warned that 
should the service not run, it 
would be the parents’ 
responsibility to make 
alternative arrangements for the 
transportation of their children 
to and from school.” The 
schools took action against 
some pupils. 

“On I8 May 2005, two 
double decker buses from St 
Asaph to Denbigh High School 
were suspended due to 


children to and from school. In 
making the provision, local 
authorities are free to organise 
the type of transport they feel 
is necessary for pupils to travel 
in reasonable safety. As 
responsibility for children on 
school transport falls to the 
local authority, Legal Services 
have advised that if it is known 
that there are problems on 
certain routes involving 
children misbehaving, then it is 


continuing misbehaviour by 
some pupils. The operator, with 
the support of the Council, felt 
it was necessary to take this 
action to ensure the safety of his 
driver, following an incident 
earlier in the month when the 
driver was kicked by a pupil 
whilst driving the bus. Two 
drivers have refused to continue 
driving this particular service, 
and the operator has extreme 
difficult finding a replacement 
driver who is willing to 
undertake this journey.” 

Despite the intervention of a 
police officer, unruly behaviour 
continued and the service was 
withdrawn at short notice for a 
day. Council Officers had to 
attend pickup points to tell 
pupils what was happening. The 
service resumed the following 
day with a new driver and is 
now operated on a day-to-day 
basis. 

At a meeting held at the 
school on 23 May which was 
not attended by North Wales 
Police, the bus operator 
requested that supervisors be 
employed. “The operator 
highlighted the severe difficulties 
faced by his drivers due to the 
fact they were the only adult on 
the vehicle with 50-60 children 
and their duty was to drive the 
bus, not to act as a supervisor. 
Some, but not all, of the pupils 
present also supported the 
introduction of a supervisor, but 
stressed that ‘it had to be the 
right person.” 

The Working Group has 
supported the immediate 
replacement of the two double 
deckers between St Asaph and 
Denbigh with single deckers. It 
also recommended that the use 
of all double deckers for school 
transport be phased out as 
contracts are renewed. The 
operator’s view was that the 
installation of CCTV was only 
part of the solution and 
supported the introduction of 
supervisors. 


the local authority’s 
responsibility to ensure that this 
is addressed.” 

If ever there was a case for 
working in partnership, tackling 
school bus bad behaviour is it. 
Operators should not feel that 
they and their drivers have to 
stand alone on the school bus 
frontline. In Wales, the lead is 
coming from the top, but 
sufficient funding has to be 
made available. 
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New man for 
Arriva board 


ARRIVA plc has appointed 
Nick Buckles (above), Chief 
Executive of Group 4 
Securicor as a Non-Executive 
Director. He replaces Mike 
Allen who retires as a Non- 
Executive Director, having 
served on the Board for eight 
years. 

Arriva that Mr 
Buckles’ “extensive 
experience of operating 
businesses in the UK and 
mainland Europe will enable 
him to make a valuable 
contribution to the further 
development of the Group.” 
Mr Buckles initially joined 
Securicor in 1985 as a 
Projects Accountant. 


says 


David Begg 
joins First 
PROFESSOR David Begg 
(below) is joining the First plc 
board as a Non-Executive 
Director next month. Until 
earlier this year he was the 
Chairman of the Commission 
for Integrated Transport (CfIT). 

He is currently on the 
board of Transport for 
London (TfL) and an adviser 
to Greater Manchester 
Passenger Transport 
Executive. He is also a 
Director of the Centre for 
Transport Policy at The 
Robert Gordon University in 
Aberdeen. 

Commenting on the 
appointment, First Chief 
Executive Moir Lockhead 
said: “Il am delighted that 
David is joining the Board of 
FirstGroup. | am confident 
that he will make a significant 
contribution to the Group.” 


“= 


BMC wins 150 bus order 


Andy Izatt 


METRO, the West 
_\/. Yorkshire Passenger 
~ " |) Transport Executive 
is to buy 150 BMC Condors 
that will be supplied over 18 
months from September this 
year. 

It means that Coventry- 
based Auto Holdings which 
imports BMC, Autosan and 
King Long buses and coaches 
into the UK has secured the 
one of the largest single orders 
for full-size school vehicles. 

As first revealed in 
route (News, 28 April), 
the Condor which is derived 
from a best selling Turkish 
design sold in Eastern Europe, 
is a |2-metre low floor school 
bus that seats 60. 

They are high backed space 
saver seats trimmed in 
moquette and fitted with 
three-point all-age seat belts. 
The specification includes 
luggage racks, radio and CD, 
CCV system, two 
emergency escape hatches in 
the roof and four emergency 
escape side windows. Power 
comes from a Euro 3 


Cummins 250bhp engine 
driving through a _ Voith 
automatic gearbox. The 


whole package comes with a 
two year bumper-to-bumper 
warranty and 10-year 
structural guarantee. 

Auto Holdings Bus & Coach 
Sales Director Paul Nicholson 
explained: “We are 
tremendously pleased to 
secure this prestigious order. 
We have worked closely with 
Metro over recent months to 
complete the design features 
required on this bespoke 
vehicle. 

“It has been a long process 
aided tremendously by the 
FTA, VOSA and = PH 
International, our dealer in the 
Midlands.” 

Auto Holdings offers a 
complete range of school bus 
options including the 67-seat 
Autosan Eagle, 55-seat BMC 
I100FE and Condor. It will 
soon be launching the 
Megastar Minibus designed to 
the highest safety standards 
by Brecon Coachworks, the 
latest outlet in Auto Holdings 
sales network. 

Metro bought its first 
BMCs, 30 | 100FEs in 2004. 
The authority secured 


Metro has bought [50 low-floor BMC Condors 


£18.7m from the Department 
for Transport for the 
progressive introduction of a 
fleet of My Bus yellow 


vehicles serving 300 schools 
across Bradford, Calderdale, 
Kirklees, Leeds and Wakefield 
districts. 


More Auto Holdings dates 


TWO more dates for Auto 
Holdings’ ongoing road 
show have been 
announced. On 28 July it 
will be at the Scotch 
Corner Hotel, Scotch 
Corner while on 4 August 
it will be take place at the 
Thistle Hotel, Haydock. 

A range of products will be 


available for inspection includ- 
ing the King Long Kl6127, 
Autosan Eagle, BMC FE! 100 
school bus, BMC Probus 2 and 
BMC Megastar minibus. 
There are also plans for an 
open day at Auto Holdings’ 
Coventry Headquarters which 
is expected to take place 
towards the end of July. 


Green light for Leigh 


THE Secretary of State 
for Transport, Alistair 
Darling has decided to 
grant Transport and 
Works Act powers for 
the proposed two-miles 
guided busway linking 
Leigh with the East 
Lancs Road (A580) at 
Ellenbrook. 

Now, Greater Manchester 


Passenger Transport 
Authority and the 10 
Greater Manchester 
district councils are 


preparing to make a bid for 
government funding later 


this year. 

The Leigh Guided 
Busway will form part of a 
major Quality Bus 


Corridor, linking up with 
bus priority measures on 
the A580 and the Aé into 
Manchester. 

A recreation route for 
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pedestrians, cyclists and 
horse riders is proposed to 
run alongside the length of 
the busway, between Leigh 
and Ellenbrook. 

Councillor Roger Jones, 
Chair of the Passenger 
Transport Authority, said: 
“As well as vastly improving 
journey times into 
Manchester, the busway 
will offer local people a 
frequent, reliable bus 
service with door-to-door 
journey times that can 
compete with the car. 

“We want to ensure the 
highest possible quality of 
service and all vehicles that 


use the busway will be | 


modern, environmentally 
friendly and fully accessible. 
This is an exciting 
transport scheme and | 
look forward to _ it 
becoming a reality.” 


Go-Ahead 


GO-AHEAD says that wage 
inflation and fuel costs have 
“had an impact on margins 
for the bus division this 
financial year” and that an 
absence of fuel hedging 
means a similar trend next 
year. 

However, in London it has 
continued to grow revenues 
and benefited from bonus 


Squeezed 


payments for its operating 
performance. Outside London, 
“there has been some recent 
evidence of a reduction in the 
pace of volume growth but 
good increases in revenue in the 
year have again been achieved.” 

The group will announce its 


results for the 12 months 
ending 2 July in early 
September 2005. 


Glasgow ‘excellence’ 


A NEW software package 
at First Glasgow will 
manage all aspects of 
vehicle maintenance and 
reduce downtime waiting 
for parts. 

Scotstoun depot has been 
chosen to become a ‘Vehicle 
Maintenance Exemplar Site’, 
establishing the depot as a 
centre of excellence within 
First. Following from 


Scotstoun the project will be 
rolled out in Leeds, London, 
Bolton, Leicester and Bristol. 

The software will monitor 
when buses are due for their 
regular servicing, as well as 
making sure that all the parts 
that will be needed to repair 
the bus and get it back out in 
service in the shortest 
possible time are ordered and 
are in stock. 


Brecon Coachworks launc 


JOHN Wiggins has come 
out of retirement to set up 
new minibus conversion 
business Brecon 
Coachworks in association 
with risk management 
specialist Peter Andow 
and with consultancy help 
from former Ricon UK 
Managing Director Tony 
Baugh. 

Mr Wiggins officially retired 
when he moved to Wales 


WRIGHTBUS has decided 
to put plans, announced at 
last year’s October’s 
Coach & Bus show, to body 


the Irisbus LoGo minibus | _ 


The Wrightbus Satellite is to stay on the drawing board 


chassis on “indefinite 
hold.” 

Spokeswoman Claire 
Coulter told routeONE: 


“We've got so much other 
work on at the moment, 
including development of 
StreetCar and preparing for 
Euro 4 that we've had to 


from Essex-based Stanford 
Coachworks. However, he 
spotted the opportunity to 
utilise his 25 years of 
experience to set up a new 
company on _ Brecon’s 
Industrial Park (route 
News, 23 June). 

Brecon Coachworks 
opened-up its doors to the 
public for the first time last 
week when it teamed up with 
Auto Holdings, the Autosan, 


make choices about what 
projects we will pursue. 

“The Satellite minibus is not 
part of our core business so 
we've decided to ‘park’ the 
project.” 


However, Antrim-based 


BMC and King Long importer, 
to put on a display of vehicles 
that it will be distributing. 
The line-up included an 
example of the BMC 
Megastar minibus that will 
form the basis for a |6-seat 
school bus. The company is 
working with the Welsh 
Development Agency to 
develop this vehicle for use 
throughout Wales. It will have 
MI tested specifications, 


ee 


Nu-Track has bodied the 
chassis, which it demonstrated 
at a conference in Aviemore in 
May (route , News, 19 
May). lrisbus is understood to 
also be talking to other 
potential body partners. 


ann. ad 


Brecon three-some: Peter Andow, 
John Wiggins and Tony Baugh 


including a_ strengthened 
floor, seat belts and 
mountings. 

However, Brecon 


Coachworks is prepared to 


do conversion work on 
vehicles from all major 
manufacturers. 


A formal launch is planned 
for September. 


IBT settles 


drivers’ 


ISLWYN Borough 
Transport (IBT) based at 
Pontllanfraith, Blackwood 
has been hit by two one- 
day stoppages over pay 
although the dispute was 
expected to be settled 
following a board meeting 
on Tuesday evening (5 
July). 

In anticipation, industrial 
action for Monday (4 July) 
was Called off. 

Managing Director Roger 
Sims told route that the 
dispute involved 25 bus 
drivers, members of the 


SYPTA considers imposing Statutory Quality 


AS PART of its Bus 
Strategy for the next five 


years, South Yorkshire 
Passenger Transport 
Authority is considering 
imposing Statutory 


Quality Contracts (SQCs). 

It is one of three options 
that councillors at the SYPTA 
meeting today (7 July) will be 
asked to consider, if they 
decided to endorse the plan 


covering 2006-| |. 

SYPTE Passenger Services 
Director David Brown told 
route “It is quite simply 
about making the bus a 
better choice and reversing 


the decline in usage since 
deregulation. 

“The strategy is built on 
feedback from bus users and 
consultation with operators. 

“Punctuality and reliability 


dispute 


Transport & General 
Workers Union. Its coach 
drivers were not affected. 
Following a 6% pay award, 
strikes took place on 24 and 


27 June. 
However a revised offer 
will give drivers who 


complete a six-day week an 
improved basic rate. IBT 
does not operate on Sundays 
and there is no late evening 
operation, but the business 
has been hit by staff missing a 
day because it could affect 
their Family Tax Credit 
benefits. 


Contracts 


hasn't improved as much as 
we would like. 

“The current model hasn't 
delivered the level of 
improvements that 
passengers expect.” 
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yom Guard of honour for 


Tom Black 


NDERSON Travel 
A staged a spectacular 

launch event 
involving the Musketeers 
and Pike Men from the 
Honourable Artillery 
Company - one of its 
regular customers - to 
mark the delivery of four 
Plaxton Panther Volvo 
BI2Bs to the ‘Tower 
Bridge, London-based 
operator. 

The regiment, founded in 
1537 and the oldest in the 
British Army, has a unique 
ceremonial role in the City of 
London, providing the Saluting 
Battery at the Tower of 
London and Guards of 
Honour for State Occasions. 
Its present-day role is to 


Pikeman, regular Anderson’s customers, on parade for new Panther BI2Bs 


g Anderson’s new Volvos 


e Anders e 


fi 


provide surveillance and speed automatic gearbox, air- use on Anderson’s in-house and we felt it was worth 
target acquisition patrols for conditioning and alloy wheels. _ sightseeing excursion celebrating,” said Managing 
NATO and the British Army, Two have an executive programme, operating Director Mark Anderson. 
along with attending specification with 49 seats, predominantly around “The excellent reliability of 


ceremonial functions. 

The delivery of the four 
Panther BI2Bs takes 
Anderson's fleet of full-size 
coaches to 18. All four vehicles 
have a 340hp engine, ZF 6- 


easyBus: 


THE middle of August will 
see the first anniversary of 
easyBus, the low-cost 
minibus service launched 
amid a blaze of publicity by 
easyGroup founder Stelios 
Hajiloannou. Apart from 
moving the London 


toilet, drinks-making facilities 
and refrigerator and will be 
used for European city breaks 
and corporate hire. 

The remaining two coaches 
are standard 53-seaters for 


southern Britain and western 
Europe. 

“It is the first time in 20 
years of operating that we 
have purchased the 
Volvo/Plaxton combination 


Volvo combined with what 
can only be described as the 
miracle of Scarborough, has 
produced a vehicle which both 
manufacturers can be 
justifiably proud of,” he added. 


jury still out on anniversary 


contracted to MK Metro 
and Centrebus. 

easyGroup PR _ Director 
James Rothnie told routeONE 
that the operation should still 
be viewed as a “pilot project 
to test the market.” He added: 
“We are happy with its initial 


resulted in a boost to 
customer numbers. 

He said that no specific 
figures on ridership were 
available, nor would he 
comment on the profitability 
of easyBus, although he did 
make the point that as a 


normally takes from three to 
five years for a project to 
become profitable. 

The first step is to 
demonstrate viability, but the 
company does have 
“aspirations to develop the 
service.” There are |0 buses 


terminus from Hendon development.” wholly owned business within and it’s about weighing up the 
Central to Baker Street, Changing the London easyGroup, financial operation and either 
there has been little terminushadbeeninresponse statements would be lodged in increasing capacity or 


significant change in the 


to customer feedback, 


the normal way. 


developing further routes,” 


operation which is explained Mr Rothnie, and had easyGroup has found that it said Mr Rothnie. 
. ee Go-Ahead and_ National When routeONE contacted 
= NVa - ISCU SS | O N S Express are amongst those Glenvale Managing Director 


DESPITE Transport 
Secretary Alistair Darling 
giving the red light to 


The Liverpool Daily Post 
reported last week that, 
“according to sources close to 


that have been named as 
potential bidders by 
speculative media. 

The Post report also says: “It 


Dominic Brady, he made it 
clear that he would not 
comment on the story and had 
not been its source. However, 


Merseytravel Line | the company, a deal (to sell the is understood the company is he confirmed that Glenvale 
(routeONE, This Week, 16 company) could be clinched also considering raising fresh was continuing to explore its 
June), speculation somewhere between the next funding from its banks or from future financing options and 


continues over the future of 
Glenvale Transport. 
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four weeks to three months.” 
Keolis, Transdev, Stagecoach, 


outside investors as an 
alternative to any sale.” 


that no announcement was 
imminent. 


air 
Con: 


Why pay 
dealer prices? 


Sutrak 
Webasto 
Hispacold 
Konvecta 


We can supply parts for 
A/G systems as fitted to 
most coaches 


Ring for application details 


Blower motors, Condenser fans, Magnetic clutches, AC/Pollen filters, Filter dryers 


Klimacentres, BOCK/Sanden compressors ...plus much more 


JS) SPAL BOEH ©BOSCH rresa 


Valve/Lines Control Unit 


Compressors Filter Dryers ” Seal Kit : Blower Motors 
FREE DELIVERY“ on orders over £100 (UK mainland only) 
NEOPLAN e SETRA © MERCEDES ¢ MAN © BOVA e BEULAS  SCANIA © VOLVO © DAF 


HEAVY DUTY PARTS - 


Ln LIMITED 


Tel: 01427 881109 
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Stagecoach founder and Chief Executive Brian Souter 
was joined by celebrity guest Barbara Windsor 


Carlisle 


Mike Morgan 


ARLISLE’S new bus 

fleet aim’s to reduce 

the downward trend 
in patronage experienced 
since floods devastated the 
centre of the city six 
months ago (route ; 
News, 13 January). 

The extensive flooding and 
gales left a trail of devastation 
throughout the area and the 
Stagecoach garage was among 
those to suffer major damage. 
Yet, despite losing 85 vehicles, 
within 24 hours it had 
mustered 60 replacements 
from other Group subsidiaries 
and a near-normal service was 
up and running within 48 
hours. However, the lasting 
affect has been a |-1.5% 
decline in ridership on key city 
routes where  step-entry 
buses replaced new low-floor 
Pointer Darts. 


Carlisle’s city routes were 
already two-thirds of the way 
to being 100% low-floor by 
2006 and the network had 
been revamped with colour- 
coded route-branding. Before 
the floods it was experiencing 
growth that has since been 
reversed. 

But, every cloud has a silver 
lining and Stagecoach has 
invested £4.9 million in 39 
new ADL Pointer Darts 
operating on the network of 
six key services relaunched 
last Thursday (30 June) under 
the Citi brand. 

At a special high-profile city 
centre event held in Court 
Square, the new fleet received 
a civic send-off attended by 
the Major of Carlisle, 
Stagecoach founder and Chief 
Executive Brian Souter, and 
celebrity guest Barbara 
Windsor. 

It was an event geared to 
generate maximum publicity 
and was attended by a strong 


Stagecoacn 


The new £4.9m fleet of Pointer 


The new Solo - now shorter, 


THE QUEEN'S AWARDS 
FOR ENTERPRISE 
2000 


ire lan 


. 
Bin| 

| mas 
gir 


With an entrance step lower than any other bus on the road, the Solo is designed 


for accessibility and real passenger appeal. But where operators were once limited in 


their choice of low floor vehicles, the Solo now comes in a range of lengths between 


7.8 and 10.2 metres, seating between 24 and 37 passengers. Plus there's now the 


new SlimLine Solo - a 'narrow body’ version that offers passengers and operators all the 


advantages of the full size Solo, but saves 130mm in the overall width. 


Optare Group Ltd, Manston Lane, Leeds LS15 8SU 


x 
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Darts aims to take cars out of Carlisle city centre 


representation of local media, 
including TV and_ radio 
reporters who were 
guaranteed pictures and 
interviews. However, the key 
message came from Brian 
Souter, who appealed to the 
Carlisle public to “get back on 
the buses.” He said: “The new 
fleet takes buses to a new 
level.” 

Mr Souter also expressed 
his appreciation for the work 
done by Stagecoach North 
West Managing Director Nigel 
Barrett and the 250 staff in 
Carlisle in the wake of the 
floods when |3 different types 
of vehicles were pulled in from 
as far afield as Folkestone. 

Carlisle suffers its fair share 
of congestion, but has a 
limited amount of bus priority. 
A planned Park & Ride scheme 
geared to provide relief on the 
northern approach has yet to 
receive approval. However, 
Mr Souter had no hesitation in 
investing in the city fleet. He 


~~ 


MD Nigel Barrett was in demand for interviews 


told route : “We have a 
two-pronged approach. We 
will invest in good bus 
networks that make good 
returns... like Carlisle, and we 
will invest where councils are 
investing in infrastructure.” 
Explaining the Group’s 
ability to respond quickly and 
effectively to emergencies 
such as the Carlisle flood, Mr 
Souter said: “It’s part of the 
Stagecoach culture, which is 
based on mutual help. 
Stagecoach thrives on 
delegation and short chains of 
command. It’s not about 


longer and narrower 


The SlimLine Solo is already proving popular in areas where larger buses have difficulties servic- 


ing routes with access problems. The new longer variant, with its higher payload, is also winning 


acclaim on higher density operations. So, however long or wide you need your Solo to be, you 


know that it'll measure up perfectly. 


Telephone 0113 264 5182 e-mail info@optare.com Website www.optare.com 


having written procedures, it’s 
about motivated and 
committed people.” 

The strength of the 
Stagecoach culture and its 
entrepreneurial flair is an 
integral part of its remarkable 
development over the 25 
years since Brian Souter and 
his sister Ann Gloag took to 
the road in 1980. The story is 
told in a new book written by 
Doug Jack and published by 
lan Allan. 

Available in hardback, 
Twenty-five years of Stagecoach 
costs £16.99. 


OPTARE 
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Transport Minister previews 


hybrid pioneer 


Maite =  #  — Holley 


@&N A VISIT To 


i: Tyneside, Transport 

© Minister Karen Buck 
previewed Newcastle’s new 
CentreLink and QuayLink 
services. Both are run as a 
public/private partnership 
between Passenger 
Transport Executive Nexus 
and the operators. 

Her visit last Thursday (30 
June) was part of the launch of 
the Confederation of Passenger 


Transport’s On the Move 
document (route , News, 
30 June). 

The QuayLink — service, 
operated by Stagecoach using 
10 New — Zealand-built 
Designline hybrid  diesel- 
electric Olymbuses (costing 
£250,000 each), will be the 
first large-scale hybrid 
operation in the UK when it 
starts in two weeks’ time. 

Meanwhile, the seven- 
minute interval X66 


CentreLink, operated by Go 
North East using Wrightbus 


i 


Stagecoach Chief Executive Brian Souter joined 
Transport Minister Karen Buck at the preview 


Swain Bus & Coach 
in administration? 


SWAIN Bus & Coach, the 
Halesowen-based body 
builder, is understood to 
have gone into 
administration following 
cash-flow problems. 

Started in 2002 by Nigel 
Swain, its main product was its 
tri-axle Spirit model, based on a 
Fiat Duccato. In March this year 


it reported that it had an order 
book to October and was 
recruiting more staff to allow 
production to be increased. 

Managing Director Nigel 
Swain could not be contacted 
as routeONE closed for press, 
while the company’s 
telephone was not being 
answered. 


Swain relied on council orders for its tri-axle Spirit 
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Imported from New Zealand, where similar examples | 
operate in Auckland, the 10 diesel-electric hybrids 
will enter service in two weeks 


artics, is already operating in 
what are described as ‘live 
trials. The service links 
Gateshead Interchange with 
the MetroCentre and_ is 
costing £29 million. The 
QuayLink service is costing 
£7.69m and both have been 
made possible by £22m of 
government funding. 
QuayLink buses will start to 
operate from 22 July for the 
Tall Ships Race and become 
fully operational from 29 July. 
Two services will be run; route 
QI links the Central railway 
station with the quayside, 
Baltic/Sage and Gateshead 
Interchange. Q2 runs from 
Haymarket via the city centre 


to the Quayside and 
Ouseburn. They will run at 10 
minute intervals in the peak, 
which includes Thursdays and 
Fridays until midnight. 

Karen Buck said: “The 
Government is committed to 
investing in local transport. 
These schemes will deliver 
faster and more reliable 
journey times for passengers as 
well as providing easier access 
to other transport. | hope that 
Tyneside residents and bus 
users will be as impressed as | 
am with these schemes and it’s 
good to see that electric buses 
are now being used, offering 
the latest in environmentally 
friendly travel.” 


Seatbelt rule delayed 
by DfT until next year? 


IMPLEMENTATION of 
legislation requiring all 
passengers over three 
years old to wear 
seatbelts (where fitted) 
in coaches and buses is 
likely to be delayed until 
Christmas. 

Last September, the 
Department for Transport 
started consultation on the 
adoption of an EC 
Directive, which must be 
implemented by 6 May 
2006. The consultation 
closed last December. 

At the time, it said it 
expected to make seatbelt 
wearing mandatory by | July 
this year. It proposed that a 
standard pictogram should 
be fitted by each seat to 


inform passengers that 
seatbelts must be worn. 

A DfT spokeswoman told 
routeONE: “Ministers are 
currently considering the 
responses and a decision is 
expected in the next few 
weeks, but we wouldn't 
expect it to be 
implemented before the 
end of the year.” 


The proposed pictogram 
to be fitted by every seat 


(suaranteed service 
standards from Albatross 


Mark Barton 


THE UK’s biggest tour 
wholesaler, Albatross, has 
launched a ‘Partnership 
Charter’ for all UK coach 
operators. 

The scheme - the first to be 
launched by a wholesaler - 
sets out minimum service 
levels and response times to 
enquiries. 

Requests for additional 
passengers to be booked onto 
a tour are guaranteed to be 
responded to in less than 60 
minutes. 

New quotations on hotels, 
where Albatross has an 
allocation, will be supplied 
within four hours; where 
Albatross doesn’t have an 
allocation, within 24 hours. 

Included is a guarantee that 
every hotel booked for 2006 
will have been inspected and 
graded by Albatross staff 
within the last 12 months. A 
price guarantee on all 
brochured hotels offers to 
match any lower price 
available from another 
wholesaler or agent. 

“Coach operators need to 


be given good solid reasons 
for using the booking channel 
that they select for their tour 
programmes,” Albatross 
Group Managing Director, 
Sean Taggart told route 

“We believe our Partnership 
Charter will allow them to 
make a far more informed 
choice about whether or not 
they choose Albatross for 
their tour requirements. This 
Charter represents a real 
commitment to our clients 
and the coach tourism 


industry.” Operators 
considered to be key 
Albatross accounts are also 
offered additional benefits, 
including a cash amount per 
passenger (on a sliding scale 
from £10-£40 per person) if a 
chosen hotel books out a 
group to another hotel. 


@ Find out where to take 
coach groups throughout the 
UK in routeONE ONTOUR, 
free to all coach operators — 
next issue 28 July 2005. 


~~ 


Sean Taggart: “Charter represents real commitment” 


PTEG worried about free bus 
and disabled travel effects 


CUTS in PTE services 
including reductions in the 
subsidised bus network, 
increases in Council Tax or 
cuts in other council 
services are being predicted 
by PTEG (Passenger 
Transport Executive Group) 
if the Government’s funding 
strategy for pensioner and 
disabled free bus travel in 
England goes ahead. 

“While the total funding 
(£350m) is probably adequate 
to meet additional spending, 
the way in which this funding is 
allocated has serious 
budgetary implications for 
some PTAs,” claims PTEG. 
“This is because the way 
Government plans to allocate 
the money does not take into 
account the proportionally 


higher levels of bus use in PTE 
areas than the rest of England, 
and the unique characteristics 
of the transport networks of 
different PTEs. Nexus could 
be hardest hit, because of the 
high level of bus use and the 
relatively high flat fare 
currently charged. Greater 
Manchester could also be hit 
hard, though all four of the 
PTAs that do not currently 
have a free scheme are 
potentially under-funded by 
the change.” 

PTEG argues that a further 
difficulty is that Government 
funding will go to the district 
councils served by the PTAs, 
but there is no guarantee it will 
be passed on. Also, the 
formula that PTAs are required 
to use to obtain funding from 


the districts is different from 
the formula on which the 
additional funding for the 
scheme is allocated. 

PTEG claims that a 
consequence could be to 
divert resources away from 
other transport spending 
including non-commercial bus 
services. The economics of 
existing and potential light rail 
and modern tram schemes 
could be affected as 
pensioners are more likely to 
use free bus services. It also 
says that its case for greater 
regulation and local 
authority/PTE influence over 
bus networks is strengthened 
because of the growing 
proportion of bus company 
income that comes from those 
organisations. 


Smart technology 
alliance in Wales 


SEWTA, the South East 
Wales Transport Alliance, 
has ordered an integrated 
ticketing and revenue 
collection system from 
Wayfarer Transit Systems 
for all the small to medium 
bus operators across the 
region. 

The system comprises 
Wayfarer Smart TGX ticketing 


machines with remote 
download capabilities and 
back-office reporting 


technology for the Gwent Joint 
Passenger Transport Unit 
(GJPTU). The specification is 


based on the successful 
Newport Transport 
configuration. In parallel, 


SEWTA has also ordered a 


Wayfarer SmarTrack card 
management and _ tracking 
system for all the 


concessionary cards issued in 
the region. The system will be 
implemented as part of the 
Smart mobilisation project 
involving all the operators in 
the region, including Newport 
Transport, GJPTU smaller 
operators, Shamrock Travel 
and DRM. 

“This contract builds on the 
success of the Newport 
project and will bring the 
advantages of integrated 
ticketing technology and smart 
card management to 
operators and passengers 
alike,” says John Clarkson, 
Wayfarer’s Sales Director. 


Arriva reduces emissions 


in Liverpool exhaust trials 


DELEGATES at a 
conference in Liverpool last 
Wednesday (29 June) heard 
that 16 Arriva vehicles 
fitted with particulate traps 
and exhaust gas 
recirculation are delivering 
a 35% reduction in NOx in 


addition to the 90% 
reduction in particulate 
emissions already 


demonstrated on 88 other 
vehicles in the Arriva fleet 


in Liverpool. 
The CATCH (Clean 
Accessible Transport for 


Community Health) event 
attracted speakers from the 


UK and across Europe and 
allowed delegates to share 
best practice in a number of 
areas related to transport, 
health, air quality and 
regeneration including the 
element and the outcomes of 
the CATCH project. 

CATCH is a demonstration 
project to reduce air pollution 
in the European Commission’s 
Life-Environment Programme 
and is being implemented in 
Liverpool, Suceava (Romania) 
and Potenza (Italy). 

For more details visit 
www. cleanaccessibletransport 


com 


Dualway excellence award 


DUALWAY Coaches 
Incorporating City 
Sightseeing, Dublin, has 
been awarded an 
Optimus/Ireland’s Best 
Service Excellence Award, 
2005. It is the only Irish 
coach operator to have 
been granted the award. 

The scheme, run in 
conjunction with the Irish 
Tourist Board, independently 
audits companies against a 
stringent set of criteria and 
guidelines. 

The Ireland’s Best Service 
Excellence Programme is a 


people focused quality control 
system where customer and 
staff feedback is actively 
gathered. 

Dualway Coaches achieved 
its first Ireland’s Best Service 
Excellence Award last July. 

In October 2004, the award 
criteria became a more 
stringent with the introduction 
of a rigid scoring system. The 
awards encourage on-going 
improvements by providing 
feedback on improvements 
that companies must make to 
be able to win the award in 
subsequent years. 
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First York 


Mel Holley 
IRST York won 
‘Public Transport 


Operator of the 
Year’ at the 2005 National 
Transport Awards, at a 
ceremony in The Hilton, 
Park Lane, London last 
Tuesday. 

The awards are run by the 
Centre for Transport Policy, 
part of the Robert Gordon 
University. 

Operators for this award 
have to be nominated by a 
local authority, in this case City 
of York Council. Other 
shortlisted entrants were First 
Aberdeen, Western 
Greyhound, Southampton 
University, Merseyrail and 
Silverlink. First York won due 
to its highly-effective 
partnership with the council, 
bringing high-quality public 
transport to a wider market, 


as improving commerciality in 
one area releases resources to 
develop another. 

Since investing in a brand 
new bus fleet in September 
2001, First’s York patronage 
has grown 30% in three years. 
Because of the effectiveness of 
the partnership, York has been 
chosen to pilot the ‘ftr’ 
concept, using the StreetCar 
in January 2006. 

Also at the awards, the 
Rural Bus Challenge-funded 
CoastlinX53, along the 
Jurassic Coast World Heritage 
Site, won the ‘Rural Transport 


Award’. The partnership 
between Devon County 
Council, Dorset County 


Council and First Hampshire 
and Dorset saw five new low- 
floor double-deckers buses 
delivered in 2004. It now 
carries 122,000 passengers a 
year, compared with less than 
30,000 in 1998. 


Stagecoach won ‘Most 


is top dog 


At the presentation are (I-r) Baroness Scott, First York 
Commercial Director Peter Edwards, First York 
Managing Director Jonathan May, Val Jackson, General 
Manager - Commercial Services, BT (award sponsor) and 
Centre for Transport Policy Director Prof. David Begg 


Innovative Transport Project’ 
for rejuvenating its 
Cheltenham - Tewkesbury - 


Northway route 41. The 
predominantly rural _ half- 
hourly service saw 40% 


growth in two years following 
the introduction of low-floor 


buses, a 20-minute frequency, 
leaflet drops and a 
telemarketing campaign. 
Phase 2 of the telemarketing is 
now underway and an hourly 
Sunday service has been 
introduced, to continue the 
growth. 


Chester campaigns to welcome coaches 


CHESTER is launching a 
new £410,000 coach 
arrival facility this 
November as part of a 
major drive to attract 
more visitors to the city. 
The new facility on the 
Little Roodee coach/car park 
will feature a state-of-the-art 
cafe, and include _ fully 


accessible toilets/baby 
change, tourist information 
and a drivers” rest room. The 
building will also feature 
Chester’s first green planted 
roof. 

The project is being 
overseen by Chester City 
Council. Temporary toilets 
are being provided on site 


while the new facility is being 
built. 

A new Chester Welcomes 
Coaches guide is now available 
(call 01244 402633 or 
402150) and features coach 
parking, traffic information, 
coach drivers’ welcome and 
pick up/drop off points in the 
city as well as details of guided 


tours. 

The main pick up/drop off 
point in the city with space for 
up to four coaches is opposite 
the Chester Visitor Centre. 
@ Find out where to take 
coach groups throughout the 
UK in routeONE ONTOUR, 
free to all coach operators — 
next issue 28 July 2005. 


Rossendale Transport is first with low-floor fleet 


WITH the entry of the last of a new batch 
of Optare Solos into service, Rossendale 
Transport says it is the first Lancashire 
operator to provide a fully-accessible fleet 
for its mainstream network. 

Over the last five years, council-owned 
Rossendale Transport has invested over £3 
million upgrading vehicles, adding 25 new low- 
floor buses to its fleet. Rossendale Transport 
Operations Director Barry Drelincourt said: 
“These new low-floor buses offer our 
customers a higher quality of service which will 
hopefully mean more people will be keen to try 
using them instead of their cars.” 

Added County Councillor Tony Martin, 
Cabinet member for Sustainable 
Development: “Buses aren't always convenient 
' 3 ; for everyone but thanks to the County Council 
and forward-thinking companies like 
Rossendale Transport there are many more 
quality vehicles on the roads.” 


Rossendale Transport Operations Director Barry Drelincourt (left) 
and County Councillor Tony Martin with one of the new Solos 
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BUY FROM £80,950 
RENT FROM £315 Mistral isa leading supplier of Super Low Floor 


vehicles to UK based operators. If you have won 
a contract and need a vehicle, our experienced 
team can help you make the right decision for 
your business. Ask about our competitive pricing 
on new vehicle sales and our short / long term 
rental packages. We're here to help put the BUS 


Buy from figure based on a new 7.8m Optare Solo. Rent from figure based on a 5 year rental on a 7.8m Optare Solo. 
Offer subject to financial acceptance by Mistral Group (UK) pic. into your BUSINESS. 


Your opportunity to evaluate this prestigious 


; = j vehicle and add Star appeal to your fleet. 
mr, a” 3 : : 
Full executive with a/c and manual trans. Choice of 48 or 


“03” Mercedes-Benz Touro 49 seats. Currently only 43 remaining in our used stock! 


Contact EvoBus now to arrange your evaluation. 


EvoBus UK 


OMNI Cross Point Business Park, Coventry CV2 2TU 


Services for your Mercedes-Benz and Setra Tel: 02476 626000 Web: www.evobus.co.uk 
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Mike Jewell been issued and warning 
letters were sent in February 
ae hig RRIVA Scotland 2001, April 2002 and May 


2004. 

Unsatisfactory maintenance 
investigations had been 
carried out at Inchinnan and 
Johnstone depots. 

Director and General 
Manager William Craig said 
that the maintenance staffing 
ratio was above the average in 
both the industry and the 
Arriva operating companies. 
In the last 18 months two 
depot engineers had been lost 
from Inchinnan because their 


West has been given 

six months, by the 
Scottish Traffic Comm- 
issioner Joan Aitken, to 
show that it can make 
significant improvements 
to reduce its vehicle 
breakdown and __ lost 
mileage rates. 

Her decision to defer any 
action against the company, 
trading as Arriva Serving 
Scotland, of Inchinnan Depot, 
Greenock Road, Inchinnan, 


Renfrew, followed its performance had not been 
appearance at an Edinburgh what was required. 
public inquiry. It holds a Mr Craig said that when the 
licence authorising 300 company received a 
vehicles, with 180 in prohibition a thorough 
possession. investigation was carried out. 
Vehicle Examiner Richard The ‘S’ marking of a 
MacDonald said that over the prohibition issued _last 


November for a problem with 
a door which had been caused 
by an intermittent fault was 
disputed. A number referred 
to MetroRider springs, which 


last five years 23 immediate 
> | | prohibitions, five of which 
were endorsed ‘S’, and 22 
delayed prohibitions, one of 
which was endorsed ‘S’, had 


was an industry-wide 
problem. 

Mr Craig agreed that 75 
vehicle breakdowns in one 
month was high. He said that 
a lot of the breakdowns were 
caused by overheating on 
Mark 2 Dennis Darts and 
Scania single deckers. They 
tended to operate around 
15% spare vehicles of the 
peak vehicle requirement. 
Part of the lost mileage was 
when they could not get a 
spare vehicle out quick 
enough. 

Engineering Director John 
Grieves said that the Scania 
overheating problems were 
partly due to the traffic 
congestion. One factor was 
that drivers were encouraged 
to stop when there are any 
overheating signs. 

The Commissioner said 
that it was clear from a letter 
from the company in 2004 


that it knew that its 
maintenance arrangements 
were unsatisfactory. 


Arriva Scotland West given 
six months to improve @ 


Joan Aitken: deferred 
action against Arriva 


Unfortunately the remedial 
measures taken were not fully 
effective. An operator of this 
size and significance should 
not have to receive repeated 
warning letters. 

She had been impressed by 
the evidence of the steps taken 
and the company could be 
congratulated on the 
development of _ training 
opportunities. However, the 
higher than average 
breakdown rate reflected on 
the licence undertaking to keep 
vehicles fit and serviceable and 
she reminded the company of 
its obligation to operate local 
services on time. 


SCOTTISH Liberal 
£ Democrat MP _ Tavish 
Scott, 39, has been 
appointed Minister for 
Transport and _ Tele- 
communications in the 
Scottish Executive 


following Nicol Stephen’s 
appointment as Deputy 
First Minister in last 
week’s re-shuffle. 


eritage Corner 


Tavish Scott: new Minister 


All our yesterdays 


included RTs, RTL, RMs, RMLs, DMSs, 
Ts, an M, VN, SMS, and BSs. 

Some of the visiting vehicles ran on 
special services operating on the day 
from Mile End and Ilford. General | 
Manager Jon Batchelor organised the | 
event. He told route 
1,000 visitors attended. 

Programme sales raised money for St | 
Joseph’s Hospice in Hackney. 


WHEN Stagecoach in London held 
its open day at its Waterden Road 
garage (route , News, 30 June) 
it invited visiting heritage vehicles to 
not only add to the appeal of the 
event, but to contrast with the one- 
year-old Citaro artics stabled at the 
garage for route 25. 

The heritage line-up included a 
selection of former London vehicles that 
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Seem lavish Scott replaces Nico 


Previously Deputy Finance 
Minister, Tavish Scott is MSP 
for Shetland and his CV 
includes graduating from 
Napier College with a degree 
in business studies, before 
becoming a farmer, party 
press officer and aide to First 
Minister Jim Wallace. 

For four months until March 
2001, when he resigned in a 


London buses from the past ~“<>[L. 
line up at Waterden Road 


that over 


Stephen 


row over help for the fishing 


industry, he was Deputy 
Minister for Parliament. 

He is responsible for 
Scotland’s transport policy and 
delivery, public transport, 
road, rail services, air and ferry 
services and devolved 
interests in tele- 
communications and post 
offices. 


~ 


2003 Neoplan Starliner 2002 10M NEOPLAN EUROLINER 
8 speed ZF gearbox, 44 6 soeed manual gearbox, 36 
seats,A/C, double glazed, seats, A/C,curtains, double 
centre continental door, glazed, centre continental door, 
telma, power door, toilet, telma, power door, toilet, 
radio/pa/cassetie, TV/video radio/pa/cassette, TV/Video, drink 


2000 MERC V6 NEOPLAN 1999 DENNIS JAVELIN GX 
CITYLINER NEOPLAN TRANSLINER 
6 Speed ZF gearbox, 48 seats, 49 Seats, ZF 6 Soeed gear 
A/C, centre continental door, box, A/C, double glazed, 
telma, auxilliary heater, power centre continental door, 
door, toilet, radio/pa/cass, drivers bunk, toilet, TV./Video, 
tv/video, drinks and fridge drinks machine, Fridge 


entor 


2001 MAN Neopian Transliner | 
6 speed gearbox,49/53 double | 
glazing, AYC, webasto, | 
retarder,centre toilet, water boiler, | 
fridge, radio/pa/cassette, video 


1998 Dennis Javelin GX Neoplan 
Transliner 
6 speed gearbox, 49 seats, AC, 
double glazing, rear continental 
door, telma, auxiliary heater, Dower | 
door, toilet, radio/pa/cass,tv/video, 
drinks, fridge 


1997 DENNIS JAVELIN GX 
NEOPLAN TRANSLINER 
6 speed ZF gearbox, 49 seats, 


1996 NEOPLAN MAN TRI-AXLE 1994 MERC V8 TWIN TURBO 
CITYLINER NEOPLAN CITYLINER 


8 speed ZF gearbox, MAN Engine, 8 speed ZF gearbox,48 seats 


air conditioning, curtains, double 49 seats, A/C, Webasto, Retarder A/C, double glazed, continental | 


glazing, rear continental door, 
power door, toilet 
radio/pa/cassetie, tv/video, 
drinks, fridge 


cruise control, drivers bunk, centre door, drivers bunk telma, toilet, 
toilet, continental door, servery rear radio/pa/cassette, TV/Video, 
kitchen, water boiler, drinks, fridge, drinks, fridge 


TV/Video tables 


Visit our website for more information 


www.mentorpic.com 


Tel: 01709 705500 Fax: 01709 700007 
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The 


wr = Whisperer 


Stop to think 


HAVE you ever wondered why it costs local authorities 
thousands of pounds to install raised kerbs at bus 
stops? Well the Whisperer discovered the answer the 
other week when construction work started on the 
grass verge opposite some flats in Spalding. 

Construction work? There is no other word for it. 
Temporary traffic lights were erected, diggers, lorries 
and a team of artisans brought in for a mammoth 
three-day event that positively shook the foundations of 
the building at times. 

The result? A very nice tarmac raised kerb with four- 
yard connecting path to the walkway that runs along 
the side of the River Welland. 

Pity then that no one remembered to move the bus 
stop flag which us still attached to a lamppost 50 yards 
further up the road where good folk still stand on the 
grass for their trusty steed to arrive. 


Season’s greetings - already! 


THE WHISPERER, not averse to the occasional flutter on 
the ponies, is well aware of just how much of a 
national institution the Epsom Derby is. Everyone is 
there from Her Majesty the Queen, complete with 
fawning hangers-on down to folk, shall we say, of a less 
fixed-abode lifestyle. 

It’s all very British with two clear objectives on the 
big day. Dress smart and get ‘merry’ - sorry Ma’am, not 
you, I’m sure. Oh and by the way, the occasional 
genuine race-goer turns up to watch the action as well. 

But this year those enterprising chappies at the 
Puzzle Pub Company decided to look sharp, walk tall, 
get into those Santa costumes and show everyone how 
to really enjoy themselves. 

It was Christmas Party time complete with carols on 
their Carona Extra Routemaster. And why not? Bet this 
is one seasonal hangover they will actually remember 
rather than the usual blur over the festive period. Nice 
one lads. 


Have you got any industry whispers? 


The Whisperer has an ear for industry gossip. Funny, 
serious, or just tongue-in-cheek, please pass it on. 
Discretion is assured! If you’ve heard any rumours then 


let me know care of mike.morgan@route-one.net 


18 7 July 2005 routeONE 


Letters 


The Editor would be delighted to receive your opinions either by e-mail: 


mike.morgan@route-one.net or fax: 0870 241 8891 or by post to: Mike 


Morgan, Editor, routeO! 


, Expo Publishing, Suite 4, Century House, 


Towermead Business Park, Fletton, Peterborough PE2 9DY 


French protectionism cannot 


Letter of the WEEK 


be beaten 


ji 


fy 


I HAVE every sympathy with Dave 
Parry about the Paris parking issue 
(Letters, route , 23 June). 

The issue of the French protecting 
their own is something the non-French 
will often complain about. The French 
have a clever way of being able to 
protect their own while portraying a 
united European front (at least until 
recently!). As a tour operator, we have 
coach partners throughout Europe. The 
common theme among Italian, 
Portuguese, British, Dutch and Czech 
coach companies is that when in Paris 
the authorities target them. 

Driving hours is often the alleged 


Py, aay eeettrti 


Lem@IALLN 
ge a 
| = = 


10% 


| 
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offence with many of our partners 
operating Pan-European tours under EU 
driving regulations. The Police however 
will issue fines if the French driving 
hours are broken. It’s their way of 
‘levelling’ the playing field. 

As the most visited city in Europe | 
unfortunately don’t envisage any change 
in attitude from the French authorities in 
the near future. 


Rob Andrew, 

Manager - European Coach 
Department, 

Gullivers Travel Associates, 
London 


| EEE 1¢°s here! 


Elcock claims an even 


younger PSV pass... 


CONGRATULATIONS to Nick 
Brown, for passing his PCV test this 
year aged 20 (routeQNE, People 
Place, 23 June). 

However, my son Anthony 
Perkins passed his PCV test in 
March (at the first attempt) and is 
aged 19, so may we claim 2005's 
‘youngest person this year’ title — or 
at least until someone else betters 
his achievement? Anthony is also 
celebrating, having just completed 
his three-year mechanics 


...and so does Centurion 


WE HAVE a driver, Matthew 
Erskine, who is 18 years old and 
passed his PCV test in February this 
year under the tuition of Jim Paxton 
of Galashiels. He also drives 
regularly back to his old school and 
on service work. 

| don’t know where the DVLA 
get their statistics from, but on this 
occasion they are not correct. 


...and Johnsons Bros 


WE ALSO have a young driver. 
Craig Priestley passed his PCV test 
in February this year, when aged 18 
years and 3 months. 

He has been working in the 
garage since he left school, and 


..and finally Newton’s 


YOU MIGHT be interested to know 
that my son, Nathan Newton, 
passed his PCV test aged 18 years 
and three months. 

He’s just celebrated his 19th 


All the news that’s fit to print 


FIRST let me say how much | enjoy 
reading routeOQNE each week. It 
certainly seems to have taken first 
place amongst the trade magazines. 
| am the Editor of TOP DECK, 
the staff magazine for the 
Ensign/City Sightseeing group 
worldwide. | was wondering 
whether you might run a series on 
operators’ staff magazines? Either 
way, | should like to hear from 
other operators and/or receive 
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your flexible guide... 
..take rt with you 


apprenticeship, and passed with 
100% in two exams and 93% in the 
third. He started his City & Guilds JUST £40 for both Spring and Autumn issues. 
training when he left school at 16 . ; 
and is now employed as a full-time Produced every six months with constantly updated 
mechanic, who also drives on data, up-to-the-minute editorial coverage, recent legal 
schools services and holiday Oe 
euilers issues and legislation explained. 
Mark Perkins, 
Operations Manager, 
Elcock Reisen, suppliers; operators and tour wholesalers. 
Madeley, Telford 


Comprehensive listings including: manufacturers; 


Matthew works for Centurion 
Tours Travel where his 76-year-old 
grandfather still holds his PCV 
licence. 


Graeme Tilley, 

Office Manager, 
Centurion Tours Travel, 
Haydon Bridge, 
Northumberland 


drives on schools work. 


Lee Johnson, 
Johnson Bros Tours, 
Worksop, 
Nottinghamshire 


birthday and is a regular driver. 


Robert Newton, 
Newton’s Travel 
Newbridge, Gwent 


copies of their magazines. 
Best wishes and congratulations 
on an excellent magazine. 


Richard Morgan, Editor, 
TOP DECK, 14 Rosedale Close, 
Sundon Park, LUTON LU3 3AP 


The Editor replies: It’s something Get YOu r COPY of rO uteON E | 
we'd like to do, and like Richard, | 
vaidtependese eos’ | CONTACTS out NOW! 

Call 0870 241 8745 


Your weekly report by the industry’s leading legal journalist, Mike Jewell, who covers all the 


Licence application refused after threat 


| Police protection was needed at a 
hearing for a new O-licence for a 
Kentish operator, who threatened the 
' court and the Police, and who drove 
before he got his full PCV entitlement. 
The application was refused... 


A BID by Kent-based 
Thompson Tours Ltd for a 
new one-vehicle PSV O- 
licence was turned down 
by the South Eastern & 
Metropolitan Traffic 
Commissioner Christopher 
Heaps after it was said that 
the company’s sole 
director Joclyn Thompson 
had threatened to “fill the 
courtroom with uniformed 
riflemen” on the day of the 
public inquiry. In addition 
to refusing the company’s 
application, the Comm- 
issioner revoked his PCV 
licence with immediate 
effect. 

The application by the 
company, of 46 Willow Tree 
Road, Tunbridge Wells, had 
been opposed by Kent Police 
at an Eastbourne public 
inquiry. The Commissioner 
treated the threats with such 
seriousness that the Traffic 
Area Office arranged for 
Sussex Police officers to be in 
attendance inside and outside 
the courtroom during the 


Public Inquiry. 
Transport Consultant Paul 
Carless confirmed a 


statement he made to the 
Traffic Area about a recorded 
telephone conversation he 
had with Mr Thompson in 


Is your fleet in need of an update? 
Need to reduce your outgoings? 
Want to reduce your bank overdraft? 


Finance for the Bus 
and Coach Industry 


it you're looking for 
on 01159 858327 


607 175 


which Mr Thompson 
suggested he was being 
victimised because of his 
admitted liking for guns; he 
threatened to fill the 
courtroom with uniformed 
riflemen on the day of the 
public inquiry and indicated 
that if there was any 
suggestion of his licence being 
refused they would teach 
Sussex Police a lesson they 
would never forget. 

Mr Carless said he had 
made contemporaneous 


He urged all 
operators to 
review their 
procedures 
regarding the 
employment of 
PSV drivers... 


notes of the telephone 
conversation and that he was 
particularly worried because 
95% of bus passengers were 
women and children who 
needed to be assured that 
they would be safe. When Mr 
Thompson maintained he had 
never spoken to him, Mr 
Carless identified his voice, 
saying that Mr Thompson had 
not only telephoned him but 


he had made telephone calls 
to Mr Thompson’s number. 
Mr Thompson said he had 
received vitriolic telephone 
calls and believed a third party 
might have spoken to Mr 
Carless in an effort to prevent 
the granting of the application. 

He said he had been driving 
for Arriva between September 
2002 and November 2003; for 
C&S Coaches between 
November 2003 and March 
2004; and for Hams Travel 
between April and June 2004. 
The Commissioner pointed 
out that Mr Thompson had 
not been granted his PCV 
entitlement until 30 March 
2004; Mr Thompson said that 
he and his employers had 
relied on his provisional driving 
licence and certificate of 
passing the test of 
competence, despite it 
containing in bold type the 
words ‘Your test pass 
certificate is not a licence to 
drive’. 

The company was 
incorporated in July 2004, said 
Mr Thompson. Since then he 
had been operating a PSV 
using a third-party O-licence 
to trade for periods of |4 days. 
He had been _ driving 
passengers in his vehicle on 
the licences issued to third 
parties and was 101% 
confident that he was entitled 
to do so. He had been legally 
advised that he was entitled to 
operate in that way. He 
confirmed that the company 
received payments for 
operating its coach direct from 
customers. Mr Thompson said 


he considered the “whole 
thing was a farce.” 

The Commissioner 
reserved decision, giving Mr 
Thompson |4 days to produce 
evidence of the legal advice 
that he had referred to. In his 
decision refusing the 
application, the Commissioner 
said he had received a copy of 
a letter addressed to the 
Company Secretary, Mr 
Thompson's mother, dated 10 
days after the public inquiry, 
which made it clear that no 
advice had been sought or 
given prior to the public 
inquiry and which confirmed 
that Mr Thompson had no 
authority to operate PSVs 
adapted to carry eight or more 
passengers for hire or reward 
prior to the grant of an O- 
licence. 

He preferred Mr Carless’s 
evidence, based on 
contemporaneous notes, to 
Mr Thompson's claim that he 
had never spoken to Mr 
Carless, and he concluded that 
threats had been made by Mr 
Thompson. He had taken 
account of Mr Thompson's 
body language and demeanour 
at the public inquiry, and his, 
no doubt genuinely held, belief 
that the UK firearms legislation 
was based on “completely 
nonsensical gun paranoia” and 
was “inane.” He noted that Mr 
Thompson was still adamant 
that he had done nothing 
wrong. 

He was satisfied that in the 
light of Mr Thompson’s 
previous history, the operation 
of a vehicle without licence 


authority, and the threats he 
had made, that the company 
did not meet the requirements 
of good repute. 

Revoking Mr Thompson's 
PCV driving licence, the 
Commissioner said that after 
his application for a vocational 
licence had been adjourned by 
the Deputy Traffic 
Commissioner in October 


He was satisfied 
that... the 
company did not 
meet the 
requirements of 
good repute 


2002, Mr Thompson was sent 
a letter by the Traffic Area 
Office informing Mr 
Thompson of the decision and 
pointing out that in the 
meantime he was unable to 
drive public service vehicles on 


the public highway. 
Notwithstanding that clear 
warning, Mr Thompson 


obtained employment as a 
PSV driver between 2002 and 
2004 by relying on_ his 
provisional licence = and 
certificate of competence, and 
withholding reference to the 
information given him by the 
Traffic Area Office. 

He urged all operators to 
review their procedures 
regarding the employment of 
PSV drivers without sight of a 
substantive licence and merely 
on reliance upon the 
production of a certificate of 
competence. 


EXPAND YOUR HORIZONS 


Looking to borrow between 
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and flexibility you need 
the deal done quickly 
Hire Purchase, Leasing, 


Email: finance @ coachlease.co.uk 
www.coachlease.co.uk 


WITH EXPERT FINANCE 


Coachlease has the answers. 


We talk your language. 


vv 


own 


Friedlande 


court report / 


key cases brought before Public Inquiries, Tribunals, Magistrate and Crown Courts 


Tay-Forth Travel licence temporarily cut 


the 


Tay-Forth Travel of Falkirk has had its 
licence reduced from five to three 
vehicles for eight weeks following two 


prohibitions, 
shortcomings and drivers driving larger 
minibuses than their licences permitted 


PAUL CRUICKSHANK, 
trading as  Tay-Forth 
Travel, had his licence cut 
from five vehicles to three 
for eight weeks by 
Scottish Traffic 
Commissioner Joan 
Aitken because of his use 
of unlicensed drivers and 
defective vehicles. 

Mr Cruickshank, of 70 
Craigs Crescent, Rumford, 
Falkirk, had been called 
before the Commissioner at 
an Edinburgh public inquiry 
(routeONE, 5 May). The 
Commissioner was told that 
Mr Cruickshank operated a 
fleet of relatively modern 
minibuses on school contract 
and airport transfer work. 
Since the licence was granted 
in August 2002 two 
immediate prohibitions, one 
‘S’ marked, had been imposed 
in school bus checks, and they 
were not cleared at the first 
attempt. Safety inspections 
had gone beyond six weeks 
on occasions and not all 
inspections were carried out 
by the nominated 
maintenance contractor. One 


vehicle was being used 
without a current test 
certificate. 


A complaint that a driver 
on a private hire journey to 


other 


maintenance 


Glasgow had gone to sleep at 
the wheel was investigated 
but there was no evidence to 
substantiate that allegation. 
However, there was no 
system for monitoring and 
controlling drivers’ hours. 


A complaint that 
a driver... had 
gone to sleep at 
the wheel was 
investigated but 
there was no 
evidence to 
substantiate that 
allegation 


A seven-seater driven by 
Alexander Adams on a 
school run was checked. Mr 
Adams told the inspector 
that he usually drove a |4- 
seater minibus on that run, 
was retired and working 
casually without pay. Mr 
Adams’ licence confirmed he 
was not licensed to drive |4- 
seater minibuses. Mr 
Cruickshank had said that Mr 
Adams only helped out, but 
that he was paid when he 
drove. He had maintained 
that Mr Adams only drove 
seven-seaters, and he was 


aware that Mr Adams did not 
have a licence to drive 
minibuses as he had checked 
his driving licence. 

A |5-seat minibus being 
driven by Henry Currie was 


checked at Queensferry 
High School. The DVLA 
database confirmed Mr 


Currie was not entitled to 
drive a |5-seater for hire or 
reward. Mr Currie had said 
that Mr Cruickshank had told 
him he was entitled to drive 
|5-seaters, yet during the 
November investigation Mr 
Currie had said that he only 
drove _six-seat_ people 
carriers as he did not have 
the correct licence to drive 
minibuses. 

The Transport Manager, 
Mr Cruickshank’s father-in- 
law Thomas McDade, had 
been off work since October 
due to serious illness and a 
new Transport Manager, 
George Mcllwray, had been 
appointed. Three vehicles, 
including two of the 
prohibited vehicles, had 
been replaced with brand 
new vehicles. The period 
between inspections had 
been reduced to four weeks, 
a retired mechanic had been 
employed to check the 
vehicles twice a week, defect 
sheets would be handed in 
daily instead of weekly, 
drivers’ licences would be 
checked with Swansea 
before they were employed, 
drivers’ hours would be 
entered in a daily diary, as 
advised by VOSA, and MoT 
dates would be entered in 


the diary and on 
wallchart. 

The Commissioner said it 
was a familiar story of an 
operator who had expanded 
his business and neglected 
undertakings given when the 
licence was granted and who 
had minimised or 
underestimated the role and 
need for competence in the 
operation of the business. 

It was clear that Mr 
Cruickshank had been using 
at least one driver, if not two, 
to drive vehicles on journeys 
for which there was not the 
appropriate licence 
entitlement. As that was 
known to an anonymous 
informant, it could very 
readily have been known to 
the drivers and to Mr 
Cruickshank had there been 
proper organisation and 
checking. 

For practical purposes the 
Transport Manager had been 
in name only for at least a 
year, if not longer. That was 
unsatisfactory and in this 
instance reflected upon Mr 
Cruickshank rather than Mr 
McDade. She had sympathy 
for Mr Cruickshank and his 
family in that they had 
suffered in a serious road 
traffic accident. However, 
the case illustrated the 
absence of systems and 
arrangements to ensure the 
proper operation of the 
business. The misfortunes of 
one road traffic accident 
should not create the 
conditions for another. A 
school bus had operated 


with a tyre worn beyond the 
legal limit. Mr Cruickshank 
should not have allowed that 
to happen. 


...it was a familiar 
story of an 
operator who had 
expanded his 
business and 
neglected 
undertakings 
given... 


Taking account of the 
steps taken to remedy Mr 
Cruickshank’s mistakes and 
omissions, she drew back 
from revocation, which 
would be draconian and 
disproportionate. 
Suspension, for even a short 
period, could have the same 
effect. However, she was 
unwilling to limit the 
outcome to a warning. 

The decision she was 
making would have an effect 
on whether Mr Cruickshank 
could retain all of his school 
contracts, but she reminded 
herself that the prohibitions 
were issued at _ school 
checks. She needed to be 
sure that those carrying the 
public did so in compliance 
with their O-licences. She 
was also_ mindful that 
compliance came at a price 
and that for all she knew 
compliant operators might 
have failed to secure 
contracts simply because 
compliance came at a price. 


CONTACT RICHARD BAXENDALE OR GARY MASON 


BRITON 22.5 


VEHICLE LIFT 
@ BEST PRICE IN UK GUARANTEED 


Ss 


@ THE ONLY UK LIFT MANUFACTURER 
@ 32 TONNE LIFTING CAPACITY PER SET OF 4 


@ BUY FROM £39 PER WEEK + VAT 
Tel: 0845 644 9303 gary@britonuk.com 


Fax: 0845 644 9304 www.britonuk.com 
3, Poplar Business Units, Poplar Road, Cleethorpes DN35 8BL North East Lincolnshire 
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A New Outlook in Commercial 
and Passenger Seating 


Phoenix Seating Limited manufactures the highest quality 

seating for the commercial and passenger markets. : 
The whole manufacturing process from concept through design ll 
to engineering is carried out in-house. All seat’s are tested to . 
M1,M2,M3 standard EEC directive 761115 and ECE R14.05 using — 
accredited test centres in the uk. 


Phoenix Seating Limited offer a comprehensive consultin 


design package ensuring customers specific pecuinenee 
met exactly. 


Sara Haywood on 07810852270 


Unit 47, Bay 3, Second Avenue, Pensett Estate, 
Kingswinford, West Midlands DY6 7UZ 


Book your stand at Passenger Is S 
Transport Solutions 2005 - the premier event 7) 
showcasing the practical application of technology in Gn 
passenger transport 
Kd 


@ Attended by people planning and delivering passenger transport in the bus, 
rail, light rail and demand responsive sectors 


@ From marketing to mobile technology, systems to infrastructure, ticketing to 
passenger information systems 


@ High-profile seminars with top-name speakers 
@ Stand space is selling quickly and is already ahead of last year 


For exhibition stand costs and details contact: 
Group Sales Manager, Peter Millis. 
Tel: 0870 241 8745 or 07789 023431, e-mail pts@expom.co.uk. 
The floor plan can be downloaded from rational aaa 


www.aboutpts.com gear 


Passenger Transport The summer issue 
Solutions 2005 of our newsletter 


INTERNATIONAL Innovations is out now! 


OLYMPIA 2 LONDON Call 0870 241 8745 or e-mail 


14-415 SEPTEMBER pts@expom.co.uk for your copy 
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At last, some positive PR about the bus industry, despite the best efforts of 


PTEG - which should be helping to improve things - to undermine it. With such a 
good headstart provided by ‘On the Move’, it’s now down to operators to make 
political capital from its results, argues our mole in Westminster 


ASN’T it nice to see a 

bit of positive press 

given to the transport 
industry last week? After all, it’s 
not something that happens 
every day. “Why not?” you might 
ask. After all, the good work we 
do outweighs the bad almost 
every day of the year, so why is 
this not reported? 

route readers would, 
however, not be so naive as to ask 
such a question. You know, as we 
do, that good news just does not sell 
unless there is some serious PR 
expertise behind it. In any case, 
fellow journalists have been known 
to comment that good coach and 
bus services should be the norm so 
why should operators expect to get 
good publicity just for doing their 
jobs properly? Hmm. 

This just goes to show how hard it 
is to get any coverage of good news 
stories about public transport at all. 
To do so takes a great deal of time; 
involves a huge amount of effort; and 
costs not an inconsiderable amount 
of money. 


“Britain’s bus 
industry must 
understand that it 
does not operate in 
a political vacuum” 


So while the success of the 
industry’s ‘On the Move’ launch is 
not in doubt, do we believe that it 
was really worth it? Did the industry 
gain? 

The political answer (which is 
what this particular column is 
interested in) to both questions is 
“undoubtedly.” Let us look at why. 

We must remember that the bus 
industry has been in a very difficult 
lobbying position for some time. 
Discussion over detail aside, their 


Publication of the report won Ministerial approval and was launched by Karen Buck in a photocall at Gateshead 


basic position has been, ever since 
the Transport Act 2000, to ask for 
“no change.” This is not easy. 

Journalists will beat a route to the 
door of any lobbyist who wishes to 
rubbish current practice in any policy 
area. In fact, we note that, yet again, 
so-called supporters of public 
transport used last week’s launch to 
complain about bus services. Come 
on boys; surely it can’t hurt that 
much for operators and indeed local 
authorities to get a bit of credit 
where credit is due. Continual 
‘knocking copy’ is hardly going to 
persuade more people to use the 
bus is it? You could also spare a 
thought for the thousands of 
ordinary people working in the bus 
industry who do their best on a daily 
basis to provide a first rate service. 
They have feelings as well, you 
know. 

Ultimately, of course, the 
‘knockers’ lose credibility. This is 
because, while the industry is quite 
open about the fact that there is still 


considerable room for improvement, 
nobody really believes — least of all 
Ministers — that everything outside 
London is as bad as some would 
have us believe. 

But for the bus industry to call for 
the status quo, they have to be able 
to demonstrate the success of the 
current system. Ministers need 
ammunition. 

‘On The Move’ gives them just 
that. As evidence, just look at the 
level of Ministerial buy-in that was 
achieved. 

Karen Buck, Minister for Local 
Transport, not only provided the 
foreword for the document, she also 
went to Newcastle to visit the fastest 
growing route. A dream scenario as 
far as the industry is concerned. 

A note of caution however. This 
must not be the end of the 
campaign. It has to be part of an 
ongoing process. If operators want 
Ministers to help them, they have to 
keep giving them reasons for doing 
so. 


Operators must demonstrate that 
they have confidence in their 
product. They have to champion 
their successes from the rooftops; 
week in, week out. 

Britain’s bus industry must 
understand that it does not operate 
in a political vacuum. Bus service 
provision is a political issue. That is 
an inescapable fact. 

PR is an integral part of today’s 
political progress. Operators must 
therefore court positive PR at every 
turn — not shy away from it as some 
have been known to do in the past. 


“Continual 
‘knocking copy’ is 
hardly going to 
persuade more 
people to use the 
bus, is it?” 
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When bus travel is free they will expect reasonable coach rates! 


between old age and free bus 

travel. What is the reasoning 
behind it? Perhaps it would make 
more sense if it was linked to a 
maximum age to hold a driving 
licence — 75 for example. This of 
course is wishful thinking because 
all those octogenarian drivers out 
there have one thing in their favour 
— they vote and it would probably 
equal the ban on hunting in terms 
of public outcry. 

Clearly bus operators will work hard 
to ensure their revenue is protected, 
but coach operators need to be wary of 
the possible effects on them of the 
proposals for free travel. Living in a 
metropolitan area my local oldies are 
already able to enjoy very cheap 
journeys into the countryside or to 
neighbouring towns. They are therefore 
reluctant to pay me a reasonable price 
for any local half-day excursions or 
shopping trips. Even worse, they use 
the highly subsidised fares as a basis to 
compare private hire rates quoted to 
them. Presumably when bus travel is 
free they will expect a day to the 
seaside by coach to be at similar 
reasonable rates! 

Last week | happened to answer the 
private hire phone and spoke with Mrs 
Jones who takes the Church ladies 
every September to the seaside. She 
had a problem and was sure | would be 
able to help. It appears the fish and chip 
emporium that they frequent each year 


HAVE never understood the link 


has decided to increase its price by 
60p. This increase has made the outing 
rather expensive and perhaps | could 
help by reducing the charge | made last 
year! Not, you notice, hold last year’s 
price but reduce it. After the 
compulsory count to five | asked very 
politely if she had asked the fish and 
chip restaurant to hold their price. Yes, 
you have already guessed the reply: 
“Oh | couldn't do that when fish is so 
expensive.” Well, here am | with my 
£225,000 Volvo 9700 (thanks Mr Ball) a 
large increase in wage costs not to 
mention fuel, expected to reduce my 
price while matey boy with a café in 
Great Yarmouth can increase his fish 
and chips without any problem. That’s 
life. 

Talking of Volvos | am the proud 
owner of their new products with 
engine management systems. Good as 
this system is, sadly it cannot 
differentiate between the age of the 
passengers and therefore use less fuel 
when carrying oldies or schoo! parties. 

Suprisingly my drivers want the same 
rate of pay whatever the age of the 
party and yet | am expected to give 
price reductions to the old and the 
young. | can always get round this by 
the age old method of adding-on to 
take off, but the big problem | have is 
that most of my customers fall into the 
categories of old or young so who is 
going to pay the standard rate? 

One way of increasing revenue you 
would think is the opportunity to charge 


the forgetful ones for the return of their 
lost property and here we come back 
to the oldies. Have you tried this 
recently? | hadn’t realised that it was my 
fault they had left it in the first place and 
unless it was returned immediately they 
would contact the local paper and tell 
the world what a set of blaggards we 
were. And why is it all lost bags contain 
vital medication? If it was so vital you 
would expect more care in looking after 
it. My car has chased coaches across the 
land to return lost medication often 
without thanks but then | suppose its all 
part of the service. Indeed it is and we 
must never forget that the level of 
service we provide will determine how 
successful we are. Only yesterday we 
got a booking from an organisation | 
have been trying to work with for 
years. Why had they decided to change 
suppliers? Simply because the driver last 
week had not bothered to leave his seat 
and help the old people on and off. | like 
to think that my men always help but 
you can be sure the man given this job 
will! 

Before all you Health and Safety 
officers write in, | have done my risk 
assessments and given drivers the 
necessary training and advice. If this last 
sentence makes no sense to you 
beware. Regulations covering the 
working conditions of your staff will not 


Golden years? 


Pensioners are important customers for coach and bus operators, but next year 
they will travel free on local services. Dave Shoesmith, writing under a pseudonym 
exclusively for routeONE, asks: What will be the effect on coach travel? 


go away. Make sure you get good 
advice either from your insurance 
company or by joining the 
Confederation of Passenger Transport. 
At the moment we have two drivers on 
sick with damaged backs and | have 
heard of operators sued by drivers 
injured at work lifting suitcases because 
they had not been given any training. 
Talking of suitcases we have followed 
the accepted practice of full luggage 
handling on our tours for some time 
now. What on earth do they take in 
their suitcase that weighs so much? 

Finally while we are talking about the 
elderly, what is your policy on old 
drivers? Yes | know they are more 
reliable than younger ones, but there 
must come a time to call it a day. | am 
surprised there is no legislation in place 
but can we really claim to be 
responsible or indeed sensible if we 
send a 79-year-old with a load of kids 
down a motorway? Our policy has been 
to retire drivers at 68.No logic to it, but 
it feels right. Sadly all that happens is 
they get snapped up by my competitors 
so perhaps | should turn a blind eye and 
keep them longer. Any views? 

As an industry we rely more and 
more on the elderly both as 
customers and workforce. Remember 
that line of Peter Kay “you can’t beat 
old people. Pity!” 


Chinese invitation 


| AM pleased to have received an 
invitation to test drive the UK’s 
first production King Long coach 
when it arrives in time for the 
Coach & Bus Live show, which is 
at the NEC on 5 and 6 October. 
The offer to take a close look at 
the Chinese-built coach follows my 
critical appraisal of the vehicle in the 
article ‘It’s all Chinese to me’ 
(routeONE, Industry Insider, 23 June). 
King Long plc’s Paul Nicholson 
picked up my comment: “I will not 
be an early customer for the new 
King Long product.” In explaining my 
reasons | have to confess that they 
are based on what | have read about 


the prototype. | am, therefore, 
delighted to accept Mr Nicholson’s 
invitation, and | look forward to 
seeing the detailed improvements 
promised. 

He tells me that two will be on 
display at Coach & Bus Live, and that 
seven a month will be imported into 
the UK from the start of 2006. 
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\ Tour operators always need to be ahead of the game. Demanding 
The where customers want the best places to visit, the best attractions to see and 


to and hat to stay at the best hotels, all for the best deal possible. 
g0 r W But how do you find the time to get all the tour information and new 
10 tio show ideas? Well come along to the NEC this October and find out exactly 


where to go and what to do. 
Just another good reason to be part of Coach & Bus Live 2005. 


To pre-register for fast track entry and full details about 
your chance to win a luxury weekend for two in Rome, visit: 
www.coachandbuslive.com 


Coach & Bus Live, NEC Birmingham. Wednesday 5th —Thursday 6th October 2005 
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Galloway has one of the first Temsa Safari HDs to come into the UK 


LECKHEATON-BASED 
C dealer Arriva Bus & Coach 

unveiled the first Temsa 
Safari HD at this year’s UK Coach 
Rally in April. 

Powered by a six-cylinder 9.2 litre 
DAF PE engine driving through a ZF 
6HP592 six-speed automatic gearbox, 
it’s a Jack-of-all-trades coach offered 
without frills, yet it is sufficiently well- 
equipped to attract new buyers. Value 
for money is the main attraction, and 
the first vehicle certainly turned heads 


on Brighton’s Madeira Drive. 

Temsa may be new to the UK, but it 
is an ambitious Turkish manufacturer 
with an eye on export markets, having 
exhibited its wide-portfolio at recent 
European trade shows. Arriva is 
offering the 2.55-metre wide Safari HD 
as either a 53 or 55 seater. Standard 
equipment includes Kiel reclining seats, 
Sutrak air conditioning, double-glazing, 
plug door, courier seat, and Blaupunkt 
radio/PA system. 

Although there’s a clearly defined 


afari... 


trend for bigger and more-powerful 
engines such as the 428bhp DAF 12- 
litre unit, Arriva believes that there’s a 
market for a coach with the smaller 
9.2 litre unit. Added saving in capital 
cost arises because Turkey’s 
manufacturers are operating in a low- 
wage economy, so the Safari HD is 
imported with cost-conscious 
operators in mind. It is sold as a 
complete vehicle based on running 
units that are familiar to the UK 
market. 


Temsa 


Suffolk-based Galloway has taken 
one of the first two Safaris. The other 
went to Bibby’s of Ingleton. 

The Galloway vehicle is 
representative of the market sector 
targeted by Arriva. It is fitted with 55 
reclining seats within its |2-metre 
bodywork. There’s no toilet, video, 
driver’s bunk, or servery, but it does 
offer very acceptable levels of 
comfort, and a large luggage hold. 

An additional vehicle, it brings 


Galloway’s fleet up to 40. It is used on >> 
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a variety of work including tours to 
London, Chelsea Flower Show and 
rail replacement duties, but its 
intended market is mainly field trips in 
connection with GCSE-based 
educational study tours, which 
Galloway specialises in. 

Galloway Managing Director David 
Cattermole was attracted by the 
Temsa’s potential as a vehicle that can 
be fully utilised. “We'd been looking at 
two to five-year-old secondhand 
vehicles, but there’s not that many 
available at the moment and this gives 
us a new vehicle for similar cost,” he 
added as he invited route to take 
it for this Test Drive. 


Founded in 1968, Temsa AS is 
engaged in the production, export 
and import of coaches, automotive 
components, and heavy-load 
machinery. Operating at its 58,500 
square-metre production plant, built 
on 400,000 square metres in the city 
of Adana, Temsa is capable of 
manufacturing |,000 coaches, 2,000 
midibuses and 7,500 trucks annually 
ona single shift. 

The company has an impressive 
pedigree, attracting two well-known 
coach industry names. Wim Van Hool 
heads up European sales and is based 
in Belgium, while the influence of 
former Neoplan design guru Bob Lee 
can be seen in the company’s more 
recent radical product launches. 

Meanwhile a long-term supply and 
strategic collaboration agreement has 
been agreed with Dutch engine 
manufacturer, DAF to supply various 
types of engines and related 
components. Consequently the right- 
hand-drive Safari HD developed for 
the British market, is the first Temsa 
vehicle to have DAF-approved engine 


The driver was obviously part of the Temsa design brief. The cab layout is elegantly simple 


installation following 

durability tests in Holland. The 
prototype was unveiled at Paris 
Mitcar 2004. 

The Safari has already won-over 
buyers on mainland Europe, including 
Austria’s state-owned post-bus 
company: Postbus AG. Some 62 Safari 
Intercitys were delivered in 2003, and 
Postbus has just placed a follow-up 
order with Temsa for a further 45 
coaches. Postbus has gone for three 
different lengths, namely 10.66, 12 
and 12.80 metres and the order 
includes both manual and automatic 
gearboxes. A bus trailer can be 
coupled to the shortest version. 

Although the Safari HD is certainly 
not radical, it is spot-on for a 
conservative audience. It looks every- 
inch a modern coach on the outside, 
while offering passengers a classy 
interior. 

The steel-framed semi-integral 
structure meets ECE R66 roll-over, 
and it is clad in the conventional 
combination of fibreglass and steel 
panels to produce a smooth-sided 


coach with clean lines and date-less 
features. 

The interior, again, is conventional. 
Suede-effect grey fabric covers the 
ABS ceiling, while a darker version of 
the same material is used to cover the 
side walls. Waterproof plywood is 
used for the flooring, which, along 
with the stepwell, is covered with 
lino. The gangway also has a carpet. 

Underpinning the coach are two 
subframes. The rear subframe carries 
the DAF/ZF driveline and the ZF 
A132 single reduction hypoid axle 
with 3.82:1 ratio. The front subframe 
has ZF RL 75E independent front 
suspension. ZF also supplies the 
steering in the shape of its ubiquitous 
hydraulic, power-assisted 8089 
system, which provides an | |.7-metre 
turning circle. Disc brakes are fitted 
front and rear, while the electrical 
system is a hybrid of conventional 
wiring and multiplex. The body 
electrics are accessed from a panel at 
the front of the luggage hold. Chassis 
electrics are located on the rear off- 
side. And, just in case there’s a 


breakdown, the lower front panel is 
top-hinged to reveal the spare wheel 
and tow-eye. 


Passenger impressions 


The passengers like the Safari, 
according to the Galloway MD, who 
has collected evidence first hand 
when driving the coach on a day trip 
to France and when travelling as a 
member of the Suffolk County Bowls 
Team. “The badge on the front 
doesn’t mean anything to the 
passengers,” he said, “but they do 
notice that it’s a new coach and that it 
is comfortable to ride in.” 

Passengers have also made 
complementary remarks about the 
well-positioned handrails in the 
entrance. These conspicuous rails are 
yellow, like the step edging, and this 
colour is anything but pleasing on the 
eye. It is possible to satisfy the 
Disability Discrimination Act by using 
a more sympathetic colour. 


inside story... 


ZY 


A 55-seat coach that offers passengers a classy interior 
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Stylish racks and service units 


Entrance has good handrails 


Close-up 


Heating controls and 


tachograph are inconvenient 
i — 


Off-side mirror maze: blind 
spots despite choice 


| Fuel consumption is improved 
by six-speed gearbox 


Variable speed limiter is an 
excellent driver aid 


Otherwise the interior is very well 
co-ordinated — a dark red moquette 
and full-draw curtains complemented 
by grey roof, side wall, and racks that 
incorporate service units, which 
reflect the overall modern style. 
However, mind your head when 
approaching the rear corner seats. 

The main saloon lighting comprises 
florescent tubes and blue night lights 
in full-length strips along the front 
edge of the racks on both sides. 
These strips reflect off the ceiling 


Ride quality is on 
the whole very 
good, benefiting 
from independent 
front suspension 


rather than directly into passengers 
eyes, minimizing windscreen glare in 
the process. 

Then there are the seats - Keil 
recliners complete with seatback 
tables and single grab handle. They 
look inviting and have the added 
virtue of being able to slide sideways 
to provide extra elbow room. They 
appear to be well-shaped, but are 
better suited to people shorter in 
height than the route Editor, 
because the top mounting for the 
three-point seat belt is too low and 
the seat back effectively pushes the 
shoulder blades forward. 

Ride quality is on the whole very 
good, benefiting from independent 
front suspension, and providing a very 
stable ride. Noise levels throughout 
the saloon are 68-70 dB(A), which is 


on a par with the best, but ingress 
from road and wind noise at the front 
needs attention. Convector-type 
heating is fitted. 

There is no provision for 
wheelchair access either within the 
front-end layout or potentially 
amidships, because the centre-sunken 
gangway would be an obstacle. Yet 
the || cubic metre underfloor luggage 
area could easily accommodate a 
cassette-type wheelchair lift. 


Driver impressions 


David Cattermole acted as co-driver 
on this Test Drive, and he soon 
demonstrated his appreciation of the 
variable speed limiter, set by a twist of 
the column-mounted stalk that also 
operates the integral retarder. “It’s 
simple to set and you don’t have to 
worry about breaking the speed limit, 
whether it’s a 30mph, 40mph or 
50mph zone. It’s an excellent 
feature,” he said. 

Such consideration for the driver 
was obviously part of the Temsa 
design brief. The cab layout is 
elegantly simple. 

The main instruments - 
speedometer, driver information 
display, and rev-counter - are ona 
cool blue background within an 
opening that corresponds with the 
shape of space visible through the 
top of the small 50cm four-spoke 
steering wheel. 

Adjustment of the wheel is via 
an air-release catch on the face of 
the steering column. Height 
adjustment is good, though 
adjustment for reach is no more 
than a token gesture. 

All switches are grouped on 
the right, while the handbrake is 
conveniently situated just below 


this binnacle and the gear selector is 
on the opposite side beneath the 
radio/CD/audio set-up. 

Less good is the location of the 
heating controls and tachograph (with 
its vulnerable retractable tray), which 
are low down to the driver’s left 
where they are inconvenient in terms 
of reach and visibility and the high 
pitch of the indicator warning buzzer 
is irritating 

Setting the Temsa in motion is 
simplicity itself — turn column- 
mounted key to start, push the gear- 
selector (simultaneously pressing the 
footbrake), release the handbrake, 
and go. Steering is equally 
straightforward with ideal weighting 
that gives positive feel. As for braking, 
the retarder does ‘what it says on the 
tin’, and the all-round disc brakes are 
reassuringly responsive to foot 
pressure. The wipers give a good 
sweep, but don’t clear the off-side 
lop-eared mirror, and the one-piece 
sunblind is very good. 


There’s no question that from the 
comfort of the Isringhausen 
suspension seat this is a good driver’s 
machine... except for the flawed off- 
side mirror set-up that combines to 
exascerbate an already serious blind 
spots caused by both A and B pillars. 
The high-set interior mirror is poor. 
However, the near-side mirrors are 
excellent. 


Performance 

Speaking to routeINE at the Brighton 
Rally, Peter Bibby said he was looking 
forward to trying the 9.2 litre engine 
both in terms of performance and fuel 
economy. 

We tested both on this extensive 
route Test Drive, which took the 
Safari from the Galloway garage in 
deepest Suffolk to a fuel stop at 
Thurrock Services. 

Then we struck out along the M25 
in a westerly direction before heading 
towards Cambridge on the MII. 


D ? 
AF PE228¢ engine lacks Power on the hills 
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> We then drove on a cross country 
section, taking in some of the rural 
delights of the Eastern Counties on 
our way back to Mendlesham. 

Fuel consumption benefited from 
the ability of the six-speed ‘box to 
keep engine revs at the bottom end 
of the green band throughout the 
test, averaging | |.6mpg, which 
compares with Galloway’s own 
experience so far this month. 

On a range of work economy has 
varied from a low of 7.97mpg to a 
high of 10.1 mpg. 


The Safari HD is 
no mountain 
goat, but it is 

nimble and agile, 

being a real treat 
to drive 


Performance was measured 
objectively and the route Test 
Drive stop watch showed that it was 
up with the best of the bunch, 
completing the 0-30mph sprint in a 
shade over nine seconds. However, its 
sprinting ability over a longer distance 
was less impressive as another |5 
seconds were required to take the 
Safari up to 50mph. 
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This lack of grunt when compared 
with the current crop of high- 
powered coaches became more 
apparent when faced with hill climbs. 
Not that Suffolk is endowed with 
anything that can be called a proper 
hill, but the tacho trace soon starts to 
fall away noticeably when trying to 
maintain |00km/h (62.4mph) on the 
significant drags encountered on Al2 
and M11. 

One explanation could be that the 
six-speed box refused to kick-down at 
anything above | ,!00rpm (SOmph in 
top gear). Having said that, maximum 
torque is delivered between 
1,100rpm and |,700rpm, and 
experience in other gears showed 
that there was no real advantage in 
changing down within that range. 


routeONE verdict 


The Safari HD is no mountain goat, 
but it is nimble and agile, being a real 
treat to drive. And, more important, 
the Safari’s clean lines are sufficiently 
pleasing on the eye to convince 
anyone waiting to board the vehicle 
that they are about to ride ona 
modern coach that will meet their 
expectations of comfort and 
refinement. 

It does, however, fall short in some 
areas for those expecting top-notch 
coach building, as evidenced by the 
brief glimpse of daylight under the 


The Safari’s clean lines are sufficiently pleasing on the eye 
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emergency door, exposed screw 
heads, and untidy trim around the 
windscreen. The ride quality, though 
very good overall, doesn’t hide the 
nature of the road surface, and there’s 
a mild tremor that can be felt through 
the racks and ceiling panels while the 
vehicle is in motion. However, there’s 
nothing to distract from the 


impression of a classy interior that is 
perfectly suited to day trips to France, 
tour feeder work, or the transport of 
the County Bowls team to an away 
fixture. 

If it does the job, saves on capital 
cost, and pleases your customers, it 
can't be at all bad. 


Temsa in profile 


Temsa Industrial & Trading Co. was established in 1968 in the city of 
Adana, Turkey. The company is part of the industry-leading Sabanci 
group. This group is active on five continents, comprises over 71 
companies and has about 31,560 staff on its payroll. 

In 1984 Temsa began manufacturing coaches. The luxurious 


Maraton was introduced to the domestic market, later followed by 
the Prenses coach and the Prestij midi-coach in 1992. Europe Prestij 
was introduced in 1997; Safir in 1999; Safari in 2000; Samba in 2001; 
Opalin midi-coach and Diamond coach in 2003. 

2001 was a milestone in Temsa’s history as activities in the 
European market intensified by participating in several international 
fairs and exhibitions, as well as establishing dealership network 


covering more than 30 countries. 


Facts & 


Figures 


On-the-road price £165,000 
Length 12 metres 
Height 3.61 metres 
Width 2.55 metres 
Wheelbase 6.05 metres 
Engine vertical six-cylinder 
Euro 3 DAF PE228C 
Power 310bhp (23IkW)@ 2,200rpm 
Torque 1,275Nm (951LBf.ft) 
@ 1,100-1,700rpm 
Gearbox six-speed ZF automatic 


with integral retarder 


routeONE rating 


Engine 7/10 
Ride 8/10 
Style 7/0 


Value for money 9/10 


Performance 6/l0 
Handling 8/10 
Comfort 8/10 
Overall 8/10 
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Te 3 \ rn the next issue of 
oe -- = - .PRICE-LESS call Martin, 
E® «oe =! Ricky or Dan on 
_ Ring 0870 241 8745 for your ‘PRICE-LESS’ 

passport to FREE classified advertising 


HOW ADVERTISERS KNOW THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
A CIRCULATION BOOST AND A BOAST 


ifficult to impress. With comparable and independently verified information, ABC provides the reassurance 
mmitting their budgets. To find out more call us on 01442 870800 or visit www.abc.org.uk 
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Long distance private hires, 
including trips onto the 
Continent, are part of the 
everyday work of a luxurious 
new Optare Soroco |6-seat 
mini-coach in service with 
Plants Luxury Travel of 
Cheadle, Staffs. 

Owner Mark Plant introduced 
the Soroco into his eight-vehicle 
fleet when he took delivery from 
OPTARE COACH SALES 

. He specified it to 
a level that ensures that it really 
lives up to the ‘luxury hire’ part of 
the company name. Since then it’s 
been out to Italy and Belgium, 
taken cruise passengers to join 
their ships in Southampton, and 
made regular forays into London’s 
theatreland. 

“It’s ideal for this sort of long 
distance work,” says Mr Plant, who 
runs the business with his father 
Terry and wife Julie. “Passengers 
like the high level of comfort and 
the large amount of luggage space 
really comes into its own for the 
cruise passengers, who tend to 
have a lot of baggage. 

“I’ve specified a 100 litre tank, 
which enables the coach to get 
from Stoke to Southampton and 
back without the need to refuel. 
This gives the Soroco a range of 
almost |,000km (600 miles), 
resulting in fewer stops and shorter 
overall journey times. 

“There’s an impressive amount 
of interior space too, with ample 
headroom from the raised roof. 
Features like the plush moquette 
upholstery, grab handles, gangway 
seat arm rests and lap and diagonal 
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PLANTS LUXURY TRAVEL 


seat belts on the high-back Fainsa 
seats all combine to provide a 
comfortable ride for the 
passengers. And air-conditioning, 
along with the deep tinted side 
windows, creates a pleasant 
ambience within the saloon.” 
Like all the vehicles in the Plant 
Luxury Travel fleet, Mark Plant has 
given the Soroco a very distinctive 


look by adding a few extra touches. i 


This starts with a stunning metallic 
silver paint finish to which has been 
added a livery incorporating the 
crossed flags of Great Britain and 
the European Union across the 
bonnet. 

The company name is 
emblazoned boldly in white across 
a windscreen sun strip and on the 
rear window and in large gold 
letters edged with red on each 
side. And the addition of five stars 
above the rear window name 
indicates the level of luxury the 
Soroco offers. 

“I’ve also had extra marker 
lights fitted to finish off what is 
already a very stylish looking 
vehicle and these help to make it 
more instantly recognisable when 
on the road, ” he adds. 

The Soroco is based on the 
proven Mercedes Benz CDI 
Sprinter. There’s ample power 
from the |29bhp (97kW) 
turbocharged and intercooled 
engine, which uses a common rail 
injection system for optimum fuel 


economy. This is matched to a five- : 
i which includes Sprinters and 
i Varios. 


speed overdrive synchromesh 
gearbox. ABS and ASR brakes are 
standard and provide increased 
safety and stability. 


: With a base a few miles 
: from Britain’s busiest 

: airport, MCH Coaches 
of Uxbridge provides 

: high-quality coach hire 
: for local business and 

: incoming tourists. 


: a reflection of its roots — 

? MCH originally stood for 

: Minibus and Car Hire — 

: but in recent years it has 

: developed into top-quality 
: coaching with a modern fleet 
ranging in size from |6-seat 
minibuses to executive- 

: specification 54-seat twin-deck 
: coaches. 


DEWS COACHES 


: Cambridgeshire operator Dews 
Coaches has taken delivery of 

: its first-ever Setra, an S315 GT 
: HD, which joins a 14-strong 

i fleet based in a modern 

i purpose-built depot on the 

: edge of Somersham. 


The company’s philosophy is 


: straightforward - “Let's do it well” 
: —and it is that which has led to the 
: investment in the high-specification 
Setra — supplied by EVOBUS 


“I’ve always wanted to try a 


Setra,” says Simon Dew, whose 
: grandfather founded the family-run 
: business in 1953. “As our business 
: has evolved we have introduced 
more high-specification coaches to 


the fleet to cope with growing 
corporate charter work, and for 
high-quality private hires.” 

The company’s proximity to 
Cambridge creates work with tour 
groups and locally-based 
businesses, in addition to long- 
established private hire work. 

“The Setra epitomises quality,” 
adds Simon Dew, “and that is the 
focus of our business. | am 
delighted with it.” 

The Dews Coaches Setra has 49 
seats, air-conditioning, satellite 
navigation and a reversing camera. 

It is powered by 422bhp 1|2-litre 
Mercedes-Benz OM457LA engine 
and carries a personalised ‘DEW’ 
registration. 


_MCH COACHES 


The company’s name is 


And continuing that emphasis 


: on quality, MCH has just taken 

: delivery of its first full-size 

: Mercedes-Benz coach, an air- 

: conditioned Touro. It joins a range 


of smaller Mercedes coaches 


MCH director Paul Webber 


: decided to invest in a Touro to 


provide clients with a coach which 
underlined the company’s 
commitment to quality, and is 
pleased with the Touro and the 
response it is generating from his 
customers. 

Fitted with 49 reclining seats 
and a centre washroom, the MCH 
Touro also features satellite 
navigation. It is powered by a 
354bhp |2-litre Mercedes-Benz 
engine and has a Mercedes-Benz 
six-speed manual gearbox. That’s 
a combination which makes for 
relaxed touring. 

The coach was supplied by 
EVOBUS UK 


Abbey Coaches 


Mournmahon, Abbeyfeale 
"0. Limerick 


Tours ~ Pilgrimages ~ School Outing ~ Weddings 


VOLVO BIOM 1982 
53 SEATS 


VOLVO JONCKHEERE 1982 
57 SEATS 


Surplus to requirements as we have 
upgraded, no reasonable offer refused as 
the space is required. 


Tel: 00353 683 1232 
Fax: 00353 683 1789 


Amber Travel 


(Scotland) 


96 Van Hool BIOM Mk4 
A/Con C/we boiler fridge 48rcl 
Monitors/video, all over white 

£55,000 + VAT 


89 Van Hool BIOM Mk2 
centre we boiler fridge 
2t/v video 49rcl two tone Silver 
£22,000 + VAT 


96 Sprinter 312 
l6sts 3 point belt racks 
c/d player 
£8,000 + VAT 


91 814d 33 seater 
coach spec lap belts 
all over silver met 
£7,000 + VAT 


83 Jonckheere Jubilee 
5\r/cl rear w/c lap belts 
all over white 
£5,000 + VAT 


Tel/Fax: (01888) 563474 


Hunters of Loanhead 
Offers for sale 


1999 Volvo Bi0M 
Mk4 Van Hool T9 
49 seater, centre sunken toilet, 
continental door, hot water boiler, 
video, monitor, seat belts, owned 
and maintained by us from new 


£100,000 + VAT 
Choice of 2 
0131 440 0704 


Family run business Hoggies Travel are 
selling 1999 Iveco Belaus, 49 seats full 
executive spec, 2 monitors, 12 
months test, vehicle comes with sub- 
stantial amount of tour work if 
required, vehicle can be viewed on 
website, sale due to driver shortage. 


£87,500 ono 


Contact Pete 
01226 288581 or 07843 593488 


www. hoggiestravel.co.uk 


Exchange booking deadline Tuesday 2pm 
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1995 Bova Futura, full executive 
coach, 51 seats with toilet, TV & Video, 
Air Con., PSV MoT Feb. ’06, 

£45,750 ono + VAT 


2001 Mercedes 814D Vario, taxed, 
PSV, MoT Sept. '05, plain white, side 
skirts, drop well boot, smart coach, 
£33,750 ono + VAT 


1992 Volvo BIOM Excalibur, 49 seats 
+ toilet, brand new fitted engine by 
Volvo Aug. ’03, (approx 10,000) PSV 
Coif, £31,500 ono + VAT 


1999 Mercedes 814D, 33 seats, 3 
point belts, Autobus, Nouvelle 2, air 
con, 3 TV’s, lovely coach, PSV, Coif, 
taxed, MoT Jan. '06, 

offers over £27,500 ono + VAT 


2001 Mercedes 413 CDI Sprinter, 
16 seats or 4 seats/5 wheelchairs, long 
wheelbase, fully automatic, underfloor 
lift, taxed, PSV, Coif, MoT April ’06, 
£18,500 ono + VAT 


2000 Mercedes 410D Sprinter, long 
wheelbase, 16 seats with 3 point belts, 
plain whire, Taxed, MoT, PSV, Coif Jan. 
‘06, executive standard, 

£16,500 ono + VAT 


1994 Mercedes 609D, 24 seater 
coach, concept coachcraft, 6 wheel- 
chairs, rear underfloor lift, fully tracked, 
PSV, Taxed, MoT Oct, ’05, £6,250 ono 
+ VAT 


1998 Renault Master LM35D, 
Welfare Bus, 8 seats with belts, unwin 
tracking with wheelchair ramp, rear air 
suspension, lots of extras, very good 
condition, £5,750 ono + VAT 


R Reg Fiat Ducato 2.5 Maxi Long 
Wheelbase, high roof Minibus, 8 seats 
with unwin tracking, 3kg rear lift, elec- 
tric side step, 4 seats plus 3 wheel- 
chairs, lots of extras, mint condition, 
£5,550 ono + VAT 


L Reg Volkswagen 57D Transporter, 
long wheelbase Minibus, |2 seats with 
belts, rear heating, side door entry, PSV, 
Coif, | Year MoT, £2,350 ono + VAT 


Al MINIBUS & COACH LTD 


Tel: 01592 713443 
Fax: 01592 715294 


4 Leyland National 
Mark 1980 
Ex Trent. Volvo engines. 

All in daily use. MoT 2006. 
52 + 22 Pacs with tax & tyres 
£19,500 + VAT each 
2 Mercedes 814 Vario 1997 
Alexanders Manual 
Destination gear. In daily use, 
MoT 2006. 

27 + 8 Pacs with tax and tyres 
£9,700 + VAT each 


01298 812204 


* 
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1989 Volvo BIOM Plaxton Paramount, 57 seater, tested £12,950 
1988 Volvo BIOM Duple 320, 57 seater, new test £8,950 
1995 Mercedes 811, 33 seat service bus sold with new test £7,500 
3K 1985 Leyland Tiger Plaxton Paramount, 5! seater, tested untill Oct £3,750 3€ 


LEWIS COACHES WHITLAND 


“Ein Nod Yw Plesio” “We Aim To Please” 


1998 @ Dennis Javelin - GX Berkof 
Radial 
53 str + courier seat with arm 
rest, curtains, carpet, reversing 
camera, telephone point, radio/PA, 
MOT March 2006 exc. condition 


Dennis Javelin - GX Plaxton 
1998 @ Premier 350 

53 str with arm rests + courier, 

curtains, carpet, radio/PA. MOT 

Nov 2005 exc. condition 


Volvo BIOM Duple 320 
1989 @ 57 str, no structural corrossion, 
MOT Nov 2005 


Bedford 500 Plaxton 

1987 @ Paramount 3200 
35 str, excellent cond, MOT June 
2006 


Leyland Leopard Plaxton 

1981 © Supreme V 
53 str + courier seat, MOT Sept 
2005 


Genuine reason for the sale of 
vehicles - 


Restructuring of business due to 
loss of contract. 


For more info ring: 


01994 240274 


VAN HOOL 1985 


50 seater, MoT 3 March 06, 
excellent condition, first to see 
will buy, reluctantly selling due to} 
lack of drivers 


£7,500 + VAT 
01228 576 804 


Part exchange considered on all above 
Spares available for: Bedford, Volvo, DAF, Leopard. 
Body parts also available: Plaxton, Berkhof and Bova 


Tel: David Finney - 07910 591503 
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!! AUTOMATICS !!! 


1982 MCW Double Deck Bus GM Spec, 
Gardner engine, Auto box, no graffiti, very clean 
and tidy, MOT Sept 2005, £2,500 ono 


1983 Leyland Olympian Double Decj Bus 
GM Spec, Gardner engine, Auto box, no graffiti, 
very clean and tidy, MOT June 2006, New rear 
under frame and axle last year, £2,995 ono 


1990 Leyland Tiger, Cummins engine, ZF auto, 
Ex Shearings spec, retrimmed last year, very 
good stretch panels, very clean interior, MOT 
Dec 2005, 

£8,995 ono 


1993 Dennis Javelin, Cummins engine, ZF auto, 
Plaxton Premier 3200 Interurban body, 
retrimmed last year, good condition throughout, 
MOT Sept 2005, 

£26,995 ono 


1993 Dennis Javelin, Cummins engine, ZF auto, 
Plaxton Premier 3200 Interurban body, 
retrimmed last year, good condition throughout, 
MOT Aug 2005, 

£26,995 ono 


All above prices are plus VAT 


All above are still in daily service and have beem 
maintained to a high standard using OE parts 
where possible. 


Photo's available by email 
vehicles@mrtravel.co.uk 
or phone 01706 759976 


1988 Scania Jonckheere 
P99 Double Decker 
19 seats + 2 tables on lower deck, 55 
seats on upper deck, toilet, fridge on 
both decks, drinks machine, retarder, 
reversing camera, cruise control, sat nav, 
comfort shift gearbox, new MOT 


1990 Volvo B10M Plaxton Paramount 
49 seats + courier, centre sunken toilet, 
continental door, aircraft lockers, 
carpets, lap belts, new MOT 


1989 Volvo Jonckheere 
55 seats + courier, radio, tape, PA, 


lap belts, automatic 


Further information 
and photos available 
on request 
www.closeassetfinance.co.uk 
or speak to Isabel on 


020 8339 4826 
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DREW WILSON 


BUS AND COACH SALES 
Tel/Fax: 01412 485524 - Mobile: 07764 200444 


1993 (L) Dennis Javelin/Wadham 
Stringer, 70 new cogent eats, 3 point bets, man- 
val gearbox, repanneled + painted in white, new 


MoT, £33,000 each 


1982/85 Leyland 
Olympian, 

74 seats, long 

MoTs, choice of 4 
£3,250 each 


1994/96 Dennis 
Javelin/UVG Bodies, choice 
of 3, 60 new cogent seats, 3 point 
belts, manual, rear boot + under 
floor luggage, new MoT’s, 

1994 - £30,000 

1996 - £38,000 each 


1997 (P) Dennis Javelin, u.v,g.Body, 57 new Cogent seats, 3 point 
belts, white exterior, wheeltrims, stereo, manual, new MoT, £36,500 
1993 Volvo B10M Van Hool Alizee, 49 retrimmed seats plus WIC, 
new MoT, cont door, alloys, MoT Nov 05, AIC, ex fraser eagle, 
£42,500 

1996 (N) B10M Van Hool Alizee, 51 rec seats, centre WIC, AIC, 
DVD, 55,3107km, new MoT, £67,500 


a. 3x Leyland Atlantions, V, 78/79 seats, MoT, £2,250 each 


1990 PIP Neoplan Skyliner, 79 seats, auto, full coach spec, MoT 
20/10/05, Merc V8 engine, ZF auto, £28,000 

1999 (T) Volvo B10M Premier 350, 48 recliners, toilet, full coach spec, new 
MoT repainted white, £79,000 

1993 Volvo B10M Van Hool Alizee, 49 retrimmed seats plus WIC, 
new MoT, cont door, alloys, MoT Nov 05, A/C, ex fraser eagle, 
£42,500 

1996 Volvo B10M Premiere 350, 53 seats, crew seat, rear continental door, 
double glazing £54,000 

1998 (5) Volvo B10M Premier 350, 51 recliners, toilet, full coach spec, new 


Ivo B10M Plaxton Paramount 3500, 51 rec seats + crew seat, 
TWWideo, retarder £23,000 

1997 Volvo B10M Plaxton Premiere 350, 49/53 seats, MoT expiry: 03/06 
£65,000 
1990 Volvo B10 Van Hool Alizee, 51 seats, W/C, DVD, new retrim, MoT July 
05, brown interior, white exterior, 400,000km, £23,000 

1988 Volvo B10M Paramount 3500, MoT, ZF, 65P 57 recliners, white, good 
condition for year, £15,000 

1999 T B10M Prem 350, 49 seats, centre WIC, drinks, white, A/C, 
new MoT, £88,000 


Oo 1995 Volvo B10M Plaxton Premiere 350, 53 seats, Mot expiry: 03/06, 


£48,000 

1996 Volvo B10M Jonckheere, 49/53 seats, new MoT £58,000 

1994 Volvo B10M Van Hol, 49/53 seats, MoT £48,000 

1998 (R) Mercedes 614D, 24 coach seats, TV/Video, boot, luggage rack, 
thights, manual g/box, 180,000km, £20,000 

2004 Mercedes 814D KVC Conversion, 29 coach seats, 3 point belts, 
40,000km, deep boot, power door, panoramic windows, DVD monitor, 
000 

(W) Mercedes 814D Plaxton Beaver 2, 31 dual purpose h/b seats, 
MoT, dual purpose spec, manual, VGC, £24,000 

(W) Plaxton Cheetah Mercedes Vario 814D, 33 seats, MoT May 06 
dark grey moquette, white exterior, wheel trims, boot, forced air + reading 
lights, £47,500 also 25 seater high spec, MoT March 06 £47,500 


J. B. PICKTHALL 
Coach Hire & Commercial Repairs 


1997 Neoplan Transliner, Air Conditioning, Toilet, Video, 
Fridge, Hot Drinks, 49R MOT Jan 2006 £38,000 ono 


1988 DAF MB 230 Caetano Algarve, 49/53R Toilet, 
DVD, Drinks, to be sold with 12 months MOT £5,750 ono 


1985 DAF MB 200 Caetano Algarve, 49R Toilet, Drinks, 
MOT July 2006 £4,750 ono 


1990 Rebody Leyland Leopard Willowbrook Crusader, 
57 seats, Semi Auto, MOT April 2006 £3,250 ono 


1986 Leyland Tiger Duple 340, 5! seats, Auto, MOT July 
2006 £3,750 ono 

1981 Leyland Leopard Plaxton Supreme, 53 seats, Semi 
Auto, to be sold with 12 months MOTE£I,500 ono 

1983 Leyland Tiger Duple Goldliner, 53 seats, Toilet, 
MOT October 2005 £4,000 


Phone: 


01946 862 091 07834 464 404 
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Exchange 


SPECIAL OFFERS 


New Mercedes 33 Seat Luxury or 24 Seat Luxury Coach Spec Including 
Double Glazing, PA System and Satellite Navigation Only £ 4000.00 Deposit - 
Immediate Delivery - 20 MPG - Only at Blythswood Motors Glasgow - 
Limited Stock also choice of used same terms. 


New Mercedes Traveliners 8 Seats plus the Driver and Luggage will take 2 
or 3 wheelchairs - seat quickly detachable also reversible (front or rear fac- 
ing). These are Factory built with 3 years warranty and 6 speed giving 60 
mpg, choice of colours and BHP in stock now. 


Cheap Coach Spec Mercedes Special Offers 
1992 Plaxton 709D 25 Seats, Power Door, Boot, Low Mileage..£ 4500.00 ono 


1990 Scott Body 709D 25 Seat, Power Door, Boot 
1989 Alexander 709D 25 Seat, Power Door, Tested 


£ 2000.00 ono 
£ 2000.00 ono 


£ 4500.00 


1995 Autobus 814D 33 Seat, Power Door, Large Boot, Turbo & intercooled, 


Forced Air, Tested to 2006 


1996 Plaxton 814D 33 Coach Seats, Auto, Belts, Power Door, all extras, 


Tested 06 


1996 814D 33 Coach Seats, Power Door, Boot, all extras 
1998 Leicester 814D 33 Seat, every extra, curtains etc 


£ 20000.00 ono 
£ 35000.00 ono 


Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 / 0141 639 6107 


1996 Iveco Beulas 
49 seats, full spec, MoT June 05 


1990 Mercedes 609 Minibus, 
25 seats 


1984 Leyland Olympian Double 
Decker, 77 seats 


Contact Ann Soar 01283 742585 


For full specifications please visit our website 
www.closeassetfinance.co.uk 


DENNIS JAVELIN 


70 seater Duple 320 body 
New conversion 
3 point belts — Cogent seats 
Private plate 
MOT February 2006 
Re-panelled & new re-spray — All White 
Very clean 
Ideal for private hire or school work 
Photos available on request 


Tel: 01466 792410 
Mob: 07813 502794 


Vehicles for Sale 


1998 Volvo BIOM MK4 Van Hool T9 

Ex Shearings, 48 seats, rear servery and floor mount- 

ed toilet, air con, MoT November 05, painted silver 
85-600 £81,000 ono 


1990 Dennis Javelin Duple 320 
57 seats, new clutch, bearings and flywheel, very eco- 
nomical, in white/blue, MoT Feb 06 £11,000 ono 


1993 K Reg mercedes 609 
24 seater just retrimmed and painted white, | years 
MoT, new tacho head £5,000 ono 


1996 LDV Convoy 
Low roof, 16 seats in white, ideal contract vehicle, 
MoT Nov 05 £45,000 £12,000 ono 


All prices plus VAT 
Call David 07050 199374 
01707 660230 (Hertfordshire) 


Exchange booking dead 


WATERMILL 
COACHES 


FRASERBURGH @ SCOTLAND 


1998 Merc 711 Mellor Coach 29 seats 


1998 Ford Transit 14 seats 


1996 Merc 709 Leic Carr 29 seats 


1994 Ford Transit 14 seats 


1993 Merc 811 Auto Bus Coach 25 seats 


29 seats 


1993 Mereg@ > Price Bus 


1992 Merc 811 Service Bus 31 seats 


1992 Merc 709 Service Bus 27 seats 


1990 Neoplan Skyliner Auto 79 seats 


1990 Volvo B10M Van Hool 49 seats 


24 seats 


1987 Mere @WPrice Bus 


1986 Volvo B10M Van Hool 53 seats 


All above vehicles are taxed & tested 
Also various double deck buses available 
For further info and details please call: 


01346 513050 


1995 Volvo B10M Jonckheere 
Deauville 45 53/51 seats plus 
courier, centre demount toilet, 
double glazed, curtains 
460,000km MoT Dec 05 


£46,000 ono 


1988 Leyland Tiger L10 Plaxton 
Paramount 3500 53 fixed seats plus 
courier, rear sunken toilet, double 
glazed, curtains, MoT Feb 06 


£8,500 ono 


1980 Leyland Leopard Duple 
Dominant Bus, 45 Plaxton coach 
seats, MoT Feb 06 


Sensible offers invited 


All vehicles have retractable seat- 
belts and are in good condition - 
ask anyone who knows us!! 


Telephone: 


01267 237584 


Ffoshelig Coaches 
Carmarthen 


Mercedes 814 Nouvelle, |996 P eg, 29 reclining seats, 
courier, forced air, reading lights, power door, large 
boot, resprayed in white, taxed 6 months, tested Jan 
2006, carpets, curtains. First to see will buy 
£22,500 ono + VAT 


Ford Transit 1998, R reg, 8 seater bambino (coach 
built) reclining seats, air con, large boot, power door, 
CD player, black tinted windows, fridge (in metalic sil- 
ver), fully carpeted. £7,950 + VAT 


conversion, 20 
bi: acing lights, 
‘marker lights 

#u, show curtains, 


(lots of) eur 
se and testeu = 2" First to see will buy (Ex 
Travelgreen) £32,750 ono + VAT 


Tel: 07711 554446 or 01642 475306 


Mercedes 614 Vario 2002, (02), 
seater with reclining seats,¢orced 
low lileage, boot, fi @) ol) 


ne Tuesday 2pm 


routeONE Trader Vehicle Sales 


The most comprehensive A5 


MERCEDES 0404 HISPANO VITA 2000 W 

Reg, ZF auto, 49 recliners, centre continental 
door and toilet, tv/video air conditioning, very 
high spec, must be seen and driven, 2 avail- 
able... 


MCW METROBUS MARK Il, 1988 F reg, 73 
bus seats, Gardner/Voith, very clean ready to 
work with new MOT 


MERCEDES 709D ALEXANDER SPRINT, 
1995/96, N & P_ Reg, 27/29 


SCANIA K112 JONCKHEERE P599, 1986 


PP 49 seats + centre toilet, very good condition. 


LEYLAND OLYMPIAN ECW 
(LOW HEIGHT), 1984 A Reg, 77 seats, new 


AISO 1984, By GAY .....-.-csecserersernsnresseneenened 


SCANIA 113 ALEXANDER R TYPE 1990 H 
Reg, single door, 76 seats MOT DeC.........-.0+++ 


DENNIS DART CARLYLE BODY, 1990 H sis 


28 seats, various MOTs, choice from... 


MERCEDES 814D VARIO PLAXTON 
BEAVER Il, 1997 P Reg, 27 bus seats + lug- 
gage pen, , choice of 7 


| LEYLAND LYNX, 1991 J Reg, fully repainted 
and new seatbelt installation, plus new MoT.. 


MERCEDES 709D MARSHALL BODY, 23 


seats, 1 remaining, new test, repaint- 
ed 


OPTARE METRORIDER MK3 (WIDE 
BODY), 1995 M Reg, 31 seats plus pen. 
Choice of 2, MoT expired but very 
CIEAN.... e000 a seninasoneance mzasenaassnnsaid 


MERCEDES 814D VARIO PLAXTON 
BEAVER 2, 1997 P Reg, 27 seats + luggage 
pen, manual gearbox. Very clean. Only 5 
remaining 


MERCEDES 709D ALEXANDER 
SPRINT, 1996 N Reg, just fitted with 25 HB 
seats and belts, new MoT and belt certificate, 
repainted. Phone for more details..... 


MERCEDES 709D ALEXANDER SPRINT, 
1993/94/95/96 L, M & N Reg, 23/25 seats, very 
clean. Choice of many 


Mercedes Rental: 1 week to 1 year, 29-33 Bus or Coach seats - Credit Card Payments Welcome 


MERCEDES 709D WADHAM STRINGER ‘WESSEX’ 1995 M Reg, 29 seats, Alison Auto 
MERCEDES 709D PLAXTON BEAVER 1988 F Reg, 25 HB seats (needs retrim). 


MERCEDES 709D Van conversion, 1993 K Reg, 20 high back coach seats, with belts, plain 


LEYLAND TIGER EAST LANCS REBODY with 49 belted seats. 


MAN 11.220 MARSHALL BODY, 1995 N 
Reg, 38 bus seats, long MoT, last 1 remaining 


MERCEDES 709D ALEXANDER SPRINT 
(Narrow body), Choice of older, J, K & L reg. 


Direct from service 


VOLVO B10M PLAXTON PARAMOUNT 1986 C Reg, 49 + toilet, plain whit 
LEYLAND NATIONAL GREENWAY Volvo repower, vgc, choice of 2 from. 
TBP (FREEWAY) 1996 PP (SLF) Yes (super low floor) 24 seats, ideal spare vehicle for super low con- 


tract. Choice of 2. 


LEYLAND NATIONAL GREENWAY Rebodied 1998, Gardner engine, 5 ZF auto gearbox, twin door, 24 


seats/48 standing, ideal docks/airport etc... 
LEYLAND OLYMPIAN ALEXANDER BODY, 1988, E Reg, 78 seats, cummins/ZF, good condition 


STOCK CHANGING DAILY 
UCENSED CREDIT 
BROKER 


01782 791774 


throughout 


07803 222552 Mobile 


5 MINUTES FROM 
JUNCTION 15, 
M6 10 MINUTES FROM 
JUNCTION 14 
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Coach Finance 
Specialists 


One of the most experienced providers 
of finance to the PCV operator. 
Whatever your finance requirement - 
we talk your language. 


PehimeeAnstenge ye 


Eves/wkends: 07850 500501 / 07831 555377 


Email: sales@ibfc-assetfinance.com 


Selling an Ayats for under £6,000? Then take advantage of 
our offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 
0870 241 8745 for details. 


BOVA 


Bova Futura, 1983, lots of work done for Mol, 53 seats, quick 
sale needed Offers - no VAT 07909 788980 


Lo Be 


DAF MB200 PARAMOUNT, 1983, 53 seats with 
belts, 6 months MoT £2,250 +VAT Gillie 01304 840425 
(Kent) 


DAF MB200, 1985, 57 seats, toilet, belts, test to May 06 
£3,500 +VAT 01888 544 362 


DAF MB200 VIEWMASTER, 1982, belted, toilet, cof- 
fee machine, owned by us for 10 years - garage maintained, 
tested to August £4,500 +VAT 01702 540456 - Southend 


ae 


DENNIS DART, 1990 (H), 35 seats, MoT Dec 05, exc cond 
inside & out, exc tyres, trim, panels & mpg, best example 
around £4,500 ono +VAT 01928 572757 


Classified Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 
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MAN 350, ZF auto, 53 r/s & belts, toilet, bunk, 
240v, 2 x TV, DVD/video, hot water machine, 

fridge, air conditioning, MOT March 06, Excellent {J 
condition, part exchange considered £POA 


Finance can be arranged, subject to status. 


Please call 01487 843333 


Dennis Dart Plaxton Front, 1990 
New test for purchaser, 30 seats, 11 standees. This vehicle was 
refurbished by ourselves in 2002, new floor covering, side facings, 
roof interior, Diptac fittings, cappings, retrimmed, repanelled etc etc. 
this vehicle will not need interior, or framing attention for 
3/4 years. No rot due to chromweld construction. 
£6,400 £5,250 ono + VAT. Plex suffered, more pics by email 


Large selection of new/used Tiger/Merc chassis 
& body spares, all must be cleared cheap!! 


Boomerang Bus 01684 292 108 
or 07778 66 44 34 


DOUBLE DECK 


1988 VOVLO CITYBUS: 85 seats + 14 standees very 
good tyres, seats & body work - value for money p/x & 
finance £ 17,000 +VAT Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 
or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


LEYLAND OLYMPIAN DOUBLE 
DECK BUSES (CHOICE OF FOUR) 


3x 1985 - | x 1982 
Gardner Engine - Hydro Cyclic Gearboxes 


Long MOT’s - Available now - Ready to work 


£3,500 + vat 


Call 01383 620600 - 07787 573276 for full details 


Delivery considered 


LEYLAND ATLANTEAN open top: very very good condi- 
tion, ready to work, tested with a top cover, have been very 
very well maintained, 69 seat p.c. all extras great opportu- 
nity p/x- terms welcome Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 
or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


2 x 49 seat executive 97/98 Iveco 
Beaulas Stergo E Euroriders, 
TV, stereo, coffee making, toilets etc., 
good condition, just tested possible H/P 
£60,000 ono + VAT 


Tel. 01369 703500 


(Birmingham) 


MCW METRO BUSES 1979 to 1985 all with Mols. 
Offers between £2,000 - £3,000. Metro spares also 
available £ +VAT 01707 644692 or 07973 457089 


Volvo - Leyland Lions - Olympains - Scania - Alexander - 
Metro buses - Dominators - Routemasters to coachs - Neoplan & 
Volvo deckers - all under one roof. p/x - terms welcome 
Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


FORD TRANSIT 2.5 DIESEL, long w/base, 1994, 16 
seats, PSV COIF, MoT & taxed to April 06 £2,950 ono +VAT 
01592 713443 


FORD R1115 PLAXTON PARAMOUNT, 1986, 53- 
retrimmed seats, new re-panel & respray, MoT expired, lots 
of time & money spent on this coach, very reluctant sale No 
sensible offers refused 01443 404107 - Richard 


CES 


Selling an LDV for under £6,000? Then take advantage of 
our offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 
0870 241 8745 for details. 


LDV 400, 1994 16 Belted seats, Front entry, Autobus con- 
version, One owner from new, Mot to August 2005. 
£1,600 +VAT 01823 672247 


LDV 400, 1995, 16 seats or 4 + 3 w/chairs, high-roof, 
rear underfloor lift, COIF, PSV Mol, taxed March 06 
£2,750 ono +VAT 01592 713443 


LDV Convoy, high roof, 1996, 16 seats or 4 + 3 w/chairs, 
rear u/floor lift, COIF, PSV, MoT taxed Feb 06, good cond 
£3,750 ono +VAT 01592 713443 


LDV 400 2.5 DIESEL, high roof, 1990, 16 seats or 4 + 
3 w/chairs, rear u/floor lift, COIF, PSV, MoT taxed Aug 05 
£750 ono +VAT 01592 713443 


30 x 53 plate LDV 
Convoy, 17 seats, factory 
minibuses LWB, 
high roof, 25,000-35,000 
miles, long MoTs, balance 
of manufacturers 4 year 


or 150,000 mile warranty 
Delivered throughout 
the UK (at cost) 


£8750 + VAT 


Tel: 01673 838691 or 
07860 939600 


LDV TURBO DIESEL, 1995, COIF PSV March 06, 17 high- 
back seats, front entry, lowered step, parcel shelves 
£2,200 ono +VAT 01484 376127 


LDV CONVOY, 16 seats, 2001, MoT to Dec 05, taxed to 
Nov, 49,000 miles, very good cond £4,950 no VAT 01788 
521818 or 07969 669606 


PRICE-LESS — ring 0870 241 8745 for details 


LDV 400, 1995 (N), 8-seats, fully tracked, Ratcliffe inter- 
nal lift, class 4 test Jan 06, 40,000 miles only, white, well 
maintained, others available £2,650 +VAT 01689 815941 


LDV CONVOY, R reg, 17-seat factory minibus, low miles, 
full COIF £1,995 =VAT 0161 406 9904 or 0778 633561 


LDV CONVOY, W reg, 17-seater, side-loading door, taxed 
test & COIF to 2006, ex cond £6,000 +VAT 07976 833005 


LDV CONVOY, front entry PCV with bi-fold power door 
and destination equipment, 16 belted seats with full soft 
trim, ideal dual-purpose vehicle. MoT to Nov 2005 £4,200 
+VAT 01823 672247 


LDV TURBO DIESEL, 1995, COIF PSV March 06, 17 high- 
back seats, coach interior, front entry, lowered step 
£2,100 no VAT +VAT 01482 376127 


LDV 400, 1995, front entry, high top, 16 high-back seats 
and belts, 89,000 miles, COIF tax & Mol, very clean 
£1,950 +VAT 01752 767255 


LDV 400, 1995, front entry, high top, 8 high-back seats 
and belts (could be 16), MoT, nice drive £950 +VAT 01752 
767255 


LDV CONVOY, 1996, front entry, high top, 16 high-back 
seats and belts, 85,000 miles, 1 owner, new COIF MoT, excel- 
lent £3,750 +VAT 01752 767255 


LDV CONVOY, 1999, high roof, 17 seats, 13 months MoT, 
taxed COIF, good cond Transit engine and box £4,100 
+VAT 01495 751777 


LDV 16 seater, M reg, high roof, factory bus, COIF and long 
test, low mileage £995 ono +VAT 0161 406 9904 or 0778 
633561 


> 


Selling a Leyland for under £6,000? Then take advantage of 
our PRICE-LESS offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 
0870 241 8745 for details. £ +VAT promo ads 


LEYLAND TIGER, Plaxton Paramount 3200 body, 1984, 
57 belted seats, vgc for year £4,000 +VAT 01823 672247 


LEYLAND TIGER, East Lancs rebody with 49 belted seats 
£3,950 +VAT Stafford Bus Centre 01782 791774 or Mobile 
07803 222552 


LEYLAND NATIONAL GREENWAY, Volvo repower, 
VGC, choice of 2 from £3,750 +VAT Stafford Bus Centre 
01782 791774 or Mobile 07803 222552 


LEYLAND NATIONAL GREENWAY, rebodied 1998, 
Gardner engine, ZF auto g/box, twin door, 24 seats/ 48 
standing £2,250 +VAT Stafford Bus Centre 01782 791774 
or Mobile 07803 222552 


LEYLAND DOUBLE DECK 1977 Coach built Training 
Bus Front Destination, Semi Auto Gearbox, Power Centre 
Door, TV & Video, Tested, 9 KW Generator serving 10 comput- 
er stations with swivel seats, forced air ventilation through- 
out, emergency exit from top deck, TV and video, burglar 
and fire alarm, heavy tinted glass throughout, equipped for 
wheelchair access ramp, can be delivered Blythswood Motors 
0141 221 3165 or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


LEYLAND DUPLE CARRIBEAN LL, 1985, manual, 51 
seats, rear sunken toilet, double-glazed, Webasto, engine 
rebuild in last 12 months, MoT April 06 £4,250 +VAT 
01235 760844 


Selling a Mercedes-Benz for under £6,000? Then take advan- 
tage of our PRICE-LESS offer and advertise it here for 
FREE - call 0870 241 8745 for details. 


MERCEDES - BENZ SERVICE BUSES 1997 to 2000 
Low Mileages also Mercedes Dual Purpose 29 & 33 
Upgraded Seats plus Standees fitted exhaust brakes and 
Telma Some Kneeling up to 18 MPG in Service Air Suspension 
Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


MERCEDES - BENZ 410D, 1994 16 Belted Seats with full 
soft trim, coach rear, o/s emergency door, MoT to March 2006 
£2,300 +VAT 01823 672247 


routeONE Trader Vehicle Sales 


16 - 33 seats / Coach & Bus spec / Diptac / Seatbelt options 
PRICES FROM £125 PER WEEK - call for a no obligation quotation 


Immediate availability, nationwide delivery can be arranged, all major credit cards welcome 


shez 


Mercedes 709D — 1994, Plaxton body 


25 retrimmed coach seats seatbelts. Repainted in diamond white, long MOT, 
£8950 + VAT. P/ex considered. Finance available subject to status. 


Brand new Mercedes-Benz 
Sprinter Coach. 


Choice of 2 integral Mercedes-Benz vehicles 
available ex stock, 416 CDi in metallic silver 
and 413 CDi in white. Both equipped with 
manual gear box and fully air conditioned with 
16 reclining seats. 


Contact Andy Greenway on: 
07798 816522 


For Sale: Brand new 
Mercedes Sprinter 311 CDi 
luxury-spec mini coach - in build. 

16 pass or 4 + 4 wich. Delivery 
mileage, taxed, tested for 12 
months, certificate of initial fitness, 
panoramic windows with green 
privacy tint. Richard & Shaw Urban 
seats. Unwin inner-tracking floor 
system. Facilities for rear-loading 
ramp/lift, side-loading step, central 
locking system. Webasto internal 
heater, walnut dash, DVD/CD player, 
TV, facilities for PA system 
For further details, please ring: 


01484 460736 or 
07885 347015 


MERCEDES - BENZ VITO TRAVELINER : 9 seater, now 
in choice of engine, long or extra long wheelbase, quick release 
seats, luggage space, factory built, 6 speed gearbox, 3 years 
warranty, can take up to 3 wheelchairs, immediate delivery, 
metallic paint in stock p/x welcome from £17,250 +VAT 
Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


MERCEDES - BENZ 410D, 1994, 16 Belted Seats, 
Offside emergency door, Front entry, Mot to February 2006. 
£2,000 +VAT 01823 672247 


MERCEDES - BENZ SPRINTERS : 16 seaters with 
coach back end, boot, panoramic windows, forced air venti- 
lation, or air conditioned, available now, also extended boot, 
p/x welcomed. immediate delivery all with power doors plus 
immediate delivery 413 Sprinter wheelchair - 2 weeks also 
vito with 3 wheelchairs. Immediate Del. p/x welcome 
Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


Classified booking deadline Monday 4pm 


MERCEDES - BENZ 709D Wadham Stringer 
‘Wessex’ 1995, 29 seats, Allison auto £5,590 +VAT 
Stafford Bus Centre 01782 791774 or Mobile 07803 222552 


MERCEDES - BENZ 709D Ploxton Beaver 1988, 25 
high-back seats (needs retrim) £1,195 +VAT Stafford Bus 
Centre 01782 791774 or Mobile 07803 222552 


MERCEDES - BENZ 811D, 1989, 24 seats, COIF PSV 
MoT Feb 06, very reliable mexhanically, body & interior 
needs tidying £2,750 ono +VAT 01592 713443 


MERCEDES - BENZ 709, manual, 25 seater, Urban 
seats with belts, MoT to 03/06, 1991 £2,500 +VAT 01254 
661156 


MERCEDES - BENZ 709, manual, 25 seats 8 standing, 
service bus with belts, MoT to 08/05, 1988 £1,500 +VAT 
01254 661156 


MERCEDES - BENZ 709, manval,20 high-back coach 
seats - fully belted, MoT to 05/06, 1993 £4,000 +VAT 
01254 661156 


MERCEDES - BENZ 709, 1990, 25 h/b seats, 
Alexander body, MoT Feb 06, good cond £1,850 +VAT 
01726 63689 (Cornwall) 


MERCEDES - BENZ 412D SPRINTER, 1996, auto 
matic, front-entry PCV. 16 belted seats on tracking with PLS 
underfloor lift, good condition, Mold £6,500 +VAT 01823 
672 247 


> 


Selling a Minibus for under £6,000? Then take advantage of 
our PRICE-LESS offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 
0870 241 8745 for details. 


RENAULT MASTER T35D, 1997, 13 seats or 1] + 1 
wheelchair. Ramp and side step, seat belts, low mileage, 12 
months Mol, ready to work £2,600 +VAT 0151 200 8474 
or 0796 386 7671 


VOLKSWAGEN LT35 TDI LWB, 1997, 16-seater in 
white, MoT Oct 05, COiF Tax Aug 05 £6,000 +VAT 01656 
862505 or 07977 283018 


FIAT DUCATO MAXI, 1998, 8 seats, fast tracking, two 
owners, 184,000 miles, MoT March 06, drives well, few 
dents, part service history £1,400 ono +VAT 01268 
754641 or 07860 257827 


DAIHATSU HIJET, P reg, converted for 1 w/chair, two 
sideloading doors, portable fold-up ramp £600 no VAT 
07976 833005 


FORD TRANSIT 190 LWB, 1996 (N reg), 2.5 diesel, 
12 months MoT, new rear seats, fully undersealed & serviced, 
immac £2,900 ono +VAT 01639 899629 or 07747 
770595 


% \\ CALL Now 


0870 241 
8745 
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i 
Conversions Ltd 


Unit 5, Century Close, Kirk Sandall Ind Est, Doncaster DN3 1TR. 
Tel: 01302 888811 Fax: 01302 888900 


THE EXCALIBUR 


CUSTOMERS COMMENTS: 
GREAT DRIVE, LOTS OF LEGROOM, LOADS OF LUGGAGE SPACE, 
COMFORTABLE RIDE, 
VERY SPACIOUS, LOOKS THE BUSINESS 
MeO OK OF EE 9 EE OK FE FE FE RK OE FE EE EE EE OE OO 


NEW VEHICLES 


LDV XL — 16 LUXURY SEATS, LUGGAGE SPACE, COIF - READY NOW 
JE He EE FE I I FE FE Fe I Ee J IR EE FE I 


QUALITY 1 OWNER VEHICLES 


FORD IVECO — 16 SEATS, TV, DVD/CD PLAYER, AIR CONDITIONING, COIF 
ee ee ee ee eee eee 


For a competitive quotation on any make of vehicle 
please contact sales on: 


Tel: 01302 888811 Fax: 01302 888900 
or 
Shelley: 0776 9705350 Peter: 0776 9705352 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK (weekends by appointment only) 


www.excelconversions.co.uk 
Email: sales@excelconversions.co.uk 


53 Plate Convoy Max, front entry, door step, high spec including 
TY, video, luggage area etc POA 

02 Plate Convoy, Ford Turbo, Dura-torqu engine, front entry, luxury 
spec, heater, drop step etc. Full test. Low miles £11,995 or £69 per week 
T Plate Convoy Turbo, [luxury front entry minicoach £7,995 


Classified Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 


AUTO SERVICE (PONTYPOOL) LTD 


iy Family Established Business 1921 rac HE 
a MINIBUS SALES 


NEW 


LDV Convoy 90 PS H/R 
LDV Convoy 75 PS H/R 
LDV Convoy 75 PS School Spec.. 
PRE REGISTERED LDV STOCK AVAILABLE DELIVERY MILES ONLY ON REQUEST 

PRE REG, FORD TRANSIT 17SEAT 115PS WHITE AC TACHO..... £19245.00 
PRE REG, FORD TRANSIT 17SEAT 137 PS WHITE AC TACHO £19945.00 

USED 
04 (04) Ford Transit 17 Seat Minibus 125PS 18250mls COIF/PSV. 


£15,750 
.- £15,250 


£17,495.00 


04 (04) Ford Transit 17 Seat Minibus 90PS 15000mls COIF/PSV. .£17,100.00 
03 (53) Ford Transit 17 Seat Minibus 90PS 18000mIs COIF/PSV. .£16,250.00 
03 (03) Ford Transit 17 Seat Minibus 990PS 23000mIs COIF/PSV. .£15,150.00 
02 (52) Ford Transit 17 Seat Minibus 90PS 30000mIs COIF/PSV. .£14,550.00 


£9,500.00 
04 (54) LDV Convoy 8 seat Executive Minibus Air Con, Leather seats, 
Delivery miles. 
04 (04) LDV Convoy 17 seat Minibus 90ps 6410mls COIF/PSV. 
04 (04) LDV Convoy 17 seat Minibus 90ps 13000mls COIF/PSV. 
03 (53) LDV Convoy 17 seat Minibus 90ps 17771mls COIF/PSV. 
03 (33) LDV Convoy 17 seat Minibus 90ps 24000mIs Tow Bar, 
Tachograph, easiclean vinyl floor. In Red ons 
96 (P) Iveco 25 seat coach COIF/PSV. 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
02 (02) LDV Convoy Hi Roof wheelchair accessible minibus 2.4 Dura., 8 seats or 6 passen- 
gers + 2 wheelchairs. Underfloor chair lift, electric side load door step. 29591 
BY TNSES oe caressa avs tess escapist cae siecae isan hater es tases aaa dec RAVEN OHA CA RUE oe TONIC £13,750.00 
02 (02) LDV Convoy Hi Roof 17 seat Wheelchair Accessible Minibus 75PS, 13 seats + 1 
large wheelchair or 13 seats + 2 small wheelchairs, Ratcliff Underfloor chair lift. 440000 
Rss passe aca by Sancta aR Anes wea insane v vane Seaneias ames eendgmeeCs THO £11,995.00 
W (00) Ford Transit Hi Roof 15 seat Welfare Bus. In White. With P.L.S. Underfloor wheel- 
Chair lift. 42000 Miles. xasscecccccctcccwrcvwscnvanensatetapavessseelenaveveaivotadlineedydtescssrsssseccvasvoensit £10,995.00 
03 (52) Citroen Berlingo Multispace Disabled vehicle. 4 Passengers + 1 wheelchair. 1.4 
POC ca ae eer vessels onvacanasucensteavsecacscvacessonseTosuavevensvensssnonsetace £8500.00 


£12,995.00 
-£11,995.00 
-£11,995.00 
£11,495.00 


£10,950.00 
£7,995.00 


The above vehicles are subject to VAT. Finance and extended warranties are available. 
All used vehicles come with 12 months MOT/PSV. Visit our website to view above stock. 
ROCKHILL ROAD, PONTYPOOL, SOUTH WALES, NP4 8AN 

10 minutes Junction 25A of M4 Motorway 


Ring Haydn Skinner on 
Tel: 01495 757111 mobile: 07850 739446 
or visit our website: www.minibus-sales.co.uk 


Holloway @ 


W and X Reg Mercedes 814 
Vario 24 Seater 


These vehicles feature front entry with power door, 24 high 
back coach seats, 3 point belts, luggage racks with forced air & 
reading lights, coach rear with dropwell boot, Euroliners, walnut 
dash, body skirts finished in white 


£23;995 reduced £26,995 + var Finance from £89 p/w. | 


Mr Toomey from LP Toomey & Sons sold his vehicle through 
route completly free of charge. 


luxury 16 
MERCEDES-BENZ 410 » *é 
pt * we cu B jeot/Citroen/SWB, 
taxed, Wim VF 309629 or 07747 770595 


£2,500 no 


If you have a vehicle £6,000 or under you can advertise for 
FREE. Call route sales for details: 


0870 241 8745 
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(A) WESTERN 
~~ COMMERCIAL 


NEW NEW NEW NEW NEW NEW NEW 


814 PLAXTON BEAVER, 29/33 seats, L+D belts, Bus Chassis bus 
body, DDA dual purpose, service spec. boot and luggage racks, 

1 week delivery 

814 PLAXTON CHEETAH, 33 coach seats, RL&B, radio/ PA, full coach 
spec. 2 weeks delivery 

614 MERCEDES, 24 seats, power door, deep boot 

4 weeks delivery 

311 MERCEDES, 17 seats, factory built coach spec, Stock 


USED USED USED USED USED USED 
1999 (T) FORD TRANSIT, 17 seats 


1999 (T) MERCEDES VARIO, 24 seat, deep boot. Choice 


MELFORD ROAD, RIGHEAD IND. EST., 
BELLS HILL, LANARKSHIRE 
CONTACT JOHN LEITCH on 01698 498999 
VOLVO B58, 57 seater, 1980, belted, no test - needs a lit- 

tle work £750 +VAT 01888 544 362 


VOLVO BIOM PLAXTON 3500, 1985, 35-seater 
with belts, MoT April 06, white, exceptional cond for year, 
reluctant sale £8,950 +VAT Pickering Coaches - Gatwick 
01342 843731 


VOLVO B10, 1982, w/chair lift, Unwin tracking, MoT Oct 
05 £4,750 ono +VAT 01603 721500 


1995 Neoplan Cityliner 
Mercedes V8 Twin Turbo 


BLUEBIRD COACHES 


1993 Volvo B9M Premier, 43 recliners 
with belts, air-con, CD player, double 
glazed, carpets & curtains, new MoT. 


Tri-axle, 48 seats, double courier, 
walk-in kitchen, drivers bunk, 
double glazed, red & grey interior 
Tel: 01455 200156 
Mobile: 07818 091517 


Selling a Volvo for under £6,000? Then take advantage of 
our offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 
0870 241 8745 for details. 


1998 S Registration Volvo Minstral Jonckheere Tri-axle Coach 
Sunken toilet & Continental door, MOT till March 2006, maintained by Volvo Main 
Dealer to a very high standard, stock white, some work required to the interior hence 

the price. 


£59,500 +VAT 


Also ‘R' registration Scania for sale. 


Telephone: 01661 854241 Mobile: 07721 752907 


Are you getting the full picture? 
routeONE ON TOUR shows you how. 
Make sure you get your copy every 
month. Call 0870 2418745 


Trader venicie sales 


SPECIAL 
OFFERS 


on School Contract Vehicles! 


Contact Darren on 01772 616699 or 07919 694667 


@ Volvo BIOM Berkhoff, 95 (M), 1000 
low driver, 51 seats, rear WC, fridge, 
Telmer, Webasto, coffee, excellent condi- 
tion, owned from new £42,500 ono 


@ Volvo BIOM Jonckheere, 95 (M), low 
driver, 51 seats, centre WC, excellent con- 


dition £42,500 


For more details please call Chris on: 


01443 670 095 or 
07880 727 773 


Classified booking deadline Monday 4pm 


1989 VOLVO PLAXTON 3200, 
57 retrimmed seats, new stretch | 


panels, cd player, very clean 
£18,500 + VAT 


1984 VOLVO VAN HOOL, 49 


seats, centre sunken toilet, | years 
MoT, will be resprayed in white 
£6,000 + VAT 


Tel: 01290 550365 


(South Scotland) 
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Classified Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 
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NORTHWICH 
SUPER LOW FLOOR BARGAINS : from Mini Darts - 


29 seats to 10.1 35 seats to 10.7 metre 44 seats all tested 
and with roll on ramps - what a selection & low low prices. 
1997 to 2001 up to 37 seats & all + wheelchair in stock now 
lowest floor lowest price 97 Plaxton 35 seats only £35,000 
also new Mini Darts @ £80,000 & 10.1 @ £86,000 immedi- 
ate delivery + 11.5 metre Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 
or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 

12-METRE SERVICE BUSES Neoplan super low floor 
with racking for luggage (huge area) airport and service 
Cummins zf auto/Telma/ wheelchair accessible 1999 
£39,000 only low miles 1990 Scania Alexander 51 Seats + 
22 Standees, Auto Drivers Training Vehicle, Extra Hand Brake 
for Instructor, £8,000 plus VAT Blythswood Motors 0141 221 
3165 or 0141 639 6107 (Eves) 


To advertise here 
telephone us on 


0870 241 8745 


MINICOACHES FOR ALL OCCASIONS 


Mercedes 709D 25 seats 


coach spec, Bi er door, Re-trim 


£3,000 + VAT 


Iveco-Ford 
New generation service bus 


1 K 


ite c 20 
£4,500 + VAT 


LDV 400 Convoy 


£12,750 + VAT 


FOR ANY MORE INFORMATION PLEASE 


01606 888079 / 882760 


2004 VOLVO BI2M VANHOOL 
ALIZEE T9 


53 reclining seats, automatic transmission with 


intarder, rear continental door, reversing & 
interior cameras. 
Interior - grey/red. Exterior - white. 


Eberspacher hot air saloon heating system fitted. The 29 version has the benefit of an 
extra-extra large boot and a roof mounted Eberspacher air-conditioning system. 


Mercedes 814 MWM33, coach seats, stainless steel frame 


Immediate 
Mercedes 814 MWM29, as above but with Air-Con Immediate 
Mercedes 413 ONYX, 16 seats with O/S door and wheel chair lift Immediate 
Mercedes 814 Plaxton Beaver DP, 29 seats w/chair lift Mid July 


2004 Mercedes 413 Cdi, Extended Crest 16 seats coach, Huge Boot 
2004 Mercedes 413 Cdi, Crest 16 seats coach & Large Boot 
2001 Optare Solo 8.5mtr stainless steel frame, 30 seats 
1997 Mercedes 814, RH2000 29 seats and A/Con 
1997 LDV Convoy (Transit Turbo), Factory 16 seats 
1996 Dennis Berkhof Excellence, 53 reclining seats 
1992 Mercedes 609D, M2M 24 seats & power door 


Contact Malcolm J Watkins 
The Coach Centrg: Golden Valley, Staverton; Cheltenham GLSI OTE 


@ Fax: 01452 859222 Mobile: 0780 3133061 
iS Tel: 01452 859111 


Vehicle 


WHITEGATE TRAVEL LIMITED 


1987 (pp) Daf Jonckheere 51 
Seats with Seatbelts, Courier Seat, 
Radio/Cassette, Curtains, Rear 
Toilet cubicle, All white, no Stickers, 
MOT June 2006,6 Months 
Neti dh ninigt sod leaspchs eins ie cig ERED 


1994 Mercedes 811D Turbo 
36 coach seats, Dual Purpose 
Minicoach with PLS Underfloor Lift, 
brand new COIF and PSV Test, 3 point 
Belts, 4 speed automatic, 1 Owner, 
fully serviced, resprayed, good tyres, 
valeted, radio/PA, Monitor/Video/ 
Drinks Machine, now fitted with 
Euroliners, choice of 3 from £11,500, 
also one with standard spec 1993 
point 

ee£11,750 


2000(V) Volkswagen LT46 16 
seat PSV Minibus,front entry, fitted 
with underfloor lift, new COIF and PSV 
tested until April 2006 for 12 months, 
Fitted with 16 Cogent seats with inte- 
gral belts, headrests and arm rests, 1 
owner from new, excellent condition 
Inside ANd OUt.......-secseesoseeee 


N Reg Toyota Optimo Mark 
Ill 18 reclining seats with seat belts, 
Power Door, Large Boot, Radio/PA, 1 
Owner from new, MOT October 
2005, used for crew trans- 
fers. vee £8,250 


1991(J) Mercedes 609D 24 seater 
with coach seats with belts, Power 
Steering, Power door, Stereo, MOT 
December 05, In daily use......£3,750 


1995 (M) Mercedes 814D 
Minicoach choice of 3,29 
seats with 3 point belts, good 
size boot, luggage racks, force 
air, coach type in-swing door, 
fresh COIF and MOT, priced 
FLOM... essere £16,000 - £19,500 


Choice of Mercedes 
£1,500 - £50,000 

All prices subject to VAT. 
Based in Cheshire 


All our vehicles come with a clear HP! report. Have you visited our website 
ntly - a selection of late model air conditioned coaches available 


www.usedcoachsales.co.uk 


Tel: 0870 0620616 


Open 7 Days a Week (Weekends By Appointment) 
Need Audio Video Equipment, we are also PSV Products 


TAYLOR COACH SALES 
New King Long 6127 


1996 Mercedes 

814D Plaxton 

Beaver 33 seat 
coach 


1996 (P) Mercedes 
711D 
24 seat 
P/Door 


199/94 LDV 16 seat 
coach - choice 


1991 Setra 215 HR, 
53 seats, AC 


1989 LAG 
Panoramic, 49 seats 


Distributors 


New BMC 


Falcon Bus 


01638 780010 07850 241848 
102 Beck Road, Isleham, 
Ely, Cambs. CB7 5QP 


Classified booking deadline Monday 4pm 


sCO 


... Out now — THE BEST READ BOOK 


S 


PRCT Os 


es ast 


BRAND NEW SPEC ABS AS STANDARD, MASSIVE CHOICE OF INTERIORS 
2002 (02) Plate, LDV Turbo diesel, luxury minicoach, with , front entry, | 
owered step, 17 H/B 
luxury soft trim seats with 3 point inertia belts, quad vent, large tinted windows, 

, Parcel shelves, interior 
lighting with dim facility, full sound system with 8 speaker Hifi stereo sound, 
front and rear heaters, full COIF + PSV 


tH April 2006... 


2005 (05) 


XLWB with off side emergency exit, front entry, lowered step, 17 luxury high back seats with 3 point 
inertia belts, large panoramic tinted windows, parcel shelves, interior reading lights with dim facility, 
large quad vent, rear heater, full 8 speaker sound system, latest spec, 

large boot, new COIF, 4 years warrranty 


0% DEPOSIT AVAILABLE 


BRAND NEW MERCEDES CDI 


Front entry off side emergency exit, 16 H/B soft trim seats with 
3 point inertia belts, roof vent, rear heater, large tinted windoows, parcel shelves, 
interior reading lights with dim facility, full speaker sound system, walnut trim dash 


Front entry minico 
16 H/B passenger 
B® driver, with 3 point inertia belts ¢ 
4 |ighting @ full sound system 
sc latest Ford Dura Torque e! 


DAVID FISHWICK VEHICLE SALES 
NORTH WALLEY, COLNE BBS ORF 


TEL: 01282 615138/867772 


WE LL CHANGE THE WAY 
YOU THINK ABOUT VANS. 


FINANCE ARRANGED 


——7 


oma BE cen 


Underbody cassette lift, 16 passenger seats plus driver, 3 point Inertia 


i ac pth : 


A SELECTION OF OUR QUALITY PRE OWNED VEHICLES 


TE HH He HH He HH HH HH 


EO HOH 


seat belts, latest Ford Turbo Dura Torque engine and gearbox, LWB, 
High Roof, Wheelchair tracking, PAS, COIF & PSY, interior lighting, 


CHOICE OF 3 FROM 


* 


front entry, drop step, 16 luxury high back seats with 3 point belts, 
full sound system, tinted wondows, rear heater, finished in Old 
*- English White, this vehicle is in extremely good condition for age 


I ee eee eH ee 


and fantastic value at just 


* 


EH HE HE HE He HE HH He He He HHH 


17 seat Minibus with lots of extras, parcel shelves, 


overhead lock 


51 PLATE LDV CONVOY 17 SEAT 
FACTORY MINIBUS, 
WB Hi roof. SLD, 17 


with side loading door, 17 hardback luxury 
seats with belts, parcel shelves, quad f 


tia belts, 2 
box. Full sound system 
nuine miles from ne 


2.5 Ford turbo engine + gearbox, 
high-back seats, 3 point belts, COIF + PSV euroliners, 
PAS, full sound system, interior lighting 


52 PLATE FORD TRANSIT MINIBUS 
LWB, SLD, 15 seat, 2.4 Turbo Diesel 
Dura torque engine, PAS, full sound 
system, tinted windows latest spec, 
interior lighting, 

FANTASTIC VALUE 


LDV'S 17 SEATS 
R reg £2,995 
Sreg £3,995 
TN reg £4,995 
2000 W reg £5,995 
Xreg £6,495 
Y reg £7,495 
51 plate £7,995 

£8,950 

£8,995 


MASSIVE CHOICE OF MINIBUSES OVER 200 TO CHOOSE FROM: 


LWB, PAS, High roof, SLD, 17 H/B seats with 3 point inertia belts, 
latest 2-4 T/D Dura Torque Ford engine + gear box, interior lighting, 
full sound system, PA, Ready to go 


2001 RENAULT MASTER 35 TURBO 
DIESEL 

15 H/B seats with 3 point belts, rear 
heater, full sound system, quad vent, inte- 
rior lighting, PAS, COIF & PSV . 


17 seat factory 

minibus, 
, LWB, low roof with 
SLD, interior lighting, full sound 
system, PAS, excellent value @... 


2001 LDV LUXURY CONVOY MINICOACH, 
Front entry, lowered step, 17 H/B luxury seats with 
3 point belts, quad vent, rear heater, large tinted 
windows, parcel shelves, interior reading lights 
with dim facility, stereo system with 8 speakers, 
full COIF + PSV test 


03 PLATE LDV CONVOY, 
Minibus, LW8B R 


2004 (04 PLATE) 
Minibus, \W 


box, 


High Roof, SLD, lates dT d 


t inertia belts, lates! 


17 Seat Factory 
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routeONE | PYaGEMF vehicle Sales 


2 x Dennis Dart Super Low Floor 


SLF, 02 reg, 29 seaters, from our own fleet, new vehicles 
on order. Please ring to reserve 


Mercedes Sprinter, 16 seater, 
registered 2000. Professional 
conversion, immaculate condition - 


£14,250 


Coaches 


1988 Leyland Tiger Manual Gearbox 
340, 2 pack white. No signwriting. 
59 (yes, 59) seats, good trim, 

supplied with new test - £8,250 


1987 DAF SB2305 Duple 340, 53 
seats plus toilet, tested Feb 06, 
cheap motor for the season - £4,995 


Single Deckers 


2 x Dennis Dart, Plaxton Pointer 
bodies, 35 seats, J & K reg, long 
tests ready to work - £9,500 each 


1 x Leyland Lynx, G reg, Cummins 
engine, retrimmed coach seats - 
£6,250 


Double Deckers 


1 x Dennis Dominator, C reg, East 
Lancs body, coach seated down- 
stairs, will be supplied with new 
test - £4,500 


2 x B reg Metrobus, London spec, no 
test, drive away bargain for spares 
or repair - £1,850 each. And that 
includes the tyres!!! 


C reg Mk2 Metrobus, single door, 
tested, ready to go £4,500 


Olympians, Olympians, 
Olympians 

1x Y reg high capacity Olympian — 

ECW, 83 seats, long test and ready 

to work - £7,250. 


1xA reg, 77 seats, low height ECW 
body, supplied with new test - £6,500. 


1x C reg, 72 seats, intermediate 
height (14’ 2”), in excellent condi- 
tion and supplied with new test - 
£6,750 each 


Engines and Boxes 


Tiger Semi auto box Pnuemocyclic £350 
VR semi auto gearbox £275 
Volth Gearbox Metrobus £3L5 
ZF 6 speed gearbox £275 
Gardner 6L X B ex National £750 


Ring our engineering number 07909 788980 


All Prices + VAT 
30 mins from M25. Part exchange welcome 


01702 541511 (office hours) 


Classified Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 
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SGONTA 


The most comprehensive A5 industry directory 


A D Coach Sales 


Tel: 01884 860767 


1992 B10M Premiere - auto 
1992 Mercedes 709 - 28 seater, 3 point belts, 
new high back seats 

1993 Toyota Optimo - 18 seats, long test, very clean 
1998 Scania L94 Irizars - 49 seat exec 

1999 Scania L94 Irizars - 49 seat exec, choice of 2 

W reg 2000 Neoplan Transliner - 49 seat exec 
2001 B10M Plaxton Excalibur - Choice 
2001 Volvo B10M Caetano Enigma - Choice of 49/51 
seats, auto 
2001 Scania L94 Irizar Century - 53 seats, air con, auto 
Small selection of contract vehicles available 


Wanted - your surplus vehicles for cash 


A D Coach Sales, Newbridge Coach Depot, Witheridge EX16 8PY 


Tel: 01884 860767 Fax: 01884 860711 Email: ggoodwin@adcoachsales.co.uk 
DISTRIBUTORS LTD 


) # ‘ D KILKENNY, IRELAND 


NEW MERCEDES EURO LX 
Full Spec Luxury Touring Coach 29/33 


LEINSTER VEHICLE 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


Sales in England 
Stephen Taylor - Taylor PCV Sales - 01638 780 010 
Sales in Scotland & Ireland 
Donal - 00353 568 831 899 


NO VAT APPLIES ON EXPORT 


Tel: 00353 - 56 8831899 


Check our website for updated stocklist 
www.lIvd.ie sales@lvd.ie 


MOSELEY (PCV) LTD, ELMSALL WAY, DALE LANE, 
SOUTH ELMSALL,PONTEFRACT WF9 2XS 


Tel: 01977 609000 
Fax: 01977 609900 


www.moseleycoachsales.co.uk 


ma) 


2002 SETRA S315 GTHD 12M 

48 recliners, grey/red moquette with leather 
inlays to headrests, centre sunken toilet, 
power operated cont. door, double glazed 
tinted side windows, curtains, courier seat, 
AIR CON, Frenzel servery unit, twin colour 
monitors and wired video, satellite navigation 
system, electric driver’s window, Webasto 
and provision for driver’s berth. Exterior 
white with green vinyls. Choice of 2. 


PRICE-LESS -— ring 0870 241 8745 for details 


routeONE Trader Vehicle Sales 


Harry Ferguson 


< 


NEW VEHICLES 


FOR IMM 
DELIVER’ 


no obligation 


Fully loaded, man- 
ual 6 speed ZF gearbox, cummins euro 3 engine, 35 seats plus 
courier, D/G tinted glass, PA system, TV, DVD, wheel trims, ferry 


w= —_|ift & many more extras. 2 years manufacturer warranty (Also 
. 5 speed ZF Automatic option available) 


arantee to beat any written valuation on the above vehi- | 
part exchange welcome, finance at competitive prices, dis- | 
count for cash sales with no part exchange. 


USED SECTION 


AUTOMATIC SERVICE BUSES 25/27/29 seater Mercedes 709 auto- 
matic L/M/N/P from £4,250 all from large fleet operator, various 
tests just out of service. 


Various styles of seating capacity 
60/70 seats coach spec and SLF 
options all with wheelchair acces- 
sibility, all with auto gearboxes as 
standard. 


29 seats Cummins euro 3 engine, voith auto 
gearbox, SLF, wheelchair accessible, all DDA 
regs compliable. 


Classified booking deadline Monday 4pm 


40/46 seats Cummins euro 3 
engines, voith auto gearboxes, 
kneeling suspension DDA 
regs compliable. 


DENNIS DART SERVICE BUSES from 28-35 seats, various coach 
builders, Carlyle/Wrights/Paxton/East Lancs, H-M reg 1994 from 
£4,500, tested. 


LARGE AUTOMATIC SERVICE BUSES 48 seater East Lancs 
Falcons, choice of 15 from £3,500, tested. 


DOUBLE DECKER BUSES 1983/84 low bridge D/D service buses, 
choice of 10 all with tests EPOA 


MERCEDES REEVE BURGESS 25 highback seats with belts, dual 
purpose, destination gear £POA 


1994 DENNIS LANCE’S Will come with full retrim, full repaint in 
any solid colour, full test, 46 with 25 standees, from a large fleet 
operator £19,000 each 


SPUDLUSIZAZAPE ANOA adeEId 03 SHZ8 IT OL8O SUIY P2IJISSELD 


MIXTURE OF VARIO’S FROM P REG TO W REG All manual, 27 
seats and 29 seats with Telma, large fleet operator, from £12,500 


1987 DUPLE 350 VOLVO B10M Private plate, manual, toilet, 49 


| seater, painted white, recent retrim, very clean, full test £7,750 


Tel: 01204 650999 F=x: 01204 665300 
Email: bevholt@bdholt.co.uk www.bdholt.co.uk 
Cuthbert Street Garage, Bolton BL3 3SD 
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routeONE 


New Mini Dart ve 
Immediate De 


Vehicle Sales 


1980 - 1982 76 Seats 
jAutO, Tyres in ed 
\Al 


1980 69 Seats, Semi Auto, Front 
Destination 


| Choice of 10 1997-98-99 
| Low Mileages 
£ 10000.00 each 
No Offers - All Tested 


Choice of Bodies 


Vehicle 


‘a 


LDV Pilot 8 Str 


Citroen Van 


Classified Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 


£ 8000.00 [ i 1967 ParkR 
able . 
98: "of 84, £ = * 
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0870 241 8745 


Year MOT Price 
Volvo Caetano B10M 49/53 Str 1996 11/05 £42,000 
Volvo Caetano B10M 53 Str 1986 05/06 £5,000 
Mercedes Vario 24 Str 1998 03/06 £16,000 
Mercedes 611 24 Str 1995 04/06 £9,500 
Ford Transit 100 8 Str 1998 11/05 £4,800 
Ford Transit 120 8 Str 1994 03/06 £2,300 
Ford Transit 100 8 Str 2003 02/06 £8,600 
Ford Transit 150 8 Str 2000 03/06 £6,500 
Ford Transit 150 15 Str 1994 04/06 £2,600 
LDV Convoy H Roof 8 Str 2000 02/06 £4,500 
LDV Convoy H Roof 16 Str 2000 05/06 £6,750 
LDV Convoy H Roof 16 Str 1996 05/06 £2,800 

1994 09/05 £650 
LDV Convoy H Roof 16 Str 2000 04/06 £6,750 
Renault Master 16 Str 2001 03/06 £13,000 

2002 09/05 £3,100 


Tel. 01464 861212 or 07831 173681 


REID’S COACHES, RHYNIE § People's Express Garage Sale 


Absolutely Everything Must Go!! 


Vehicles: For repair or parts 


1985 
1984 
1985 
1981 
1985 
1987 
1987 


Volvo Plaxton Paramount (auto) 
Leyland Tiger TL11 

Leyland Royal Tiger 

Volvo B10M Viewmaster 

DAF Plaxton Paramount SB230DHTD 
DAF Jonckheere MB230DKFL 

DAF Plaxton Paramount MB230 


PRICE-LESS -— ring 0870 241 8745 for details 


BLUELINE 
FLEET DISPOSAL 


PSV ACCESSIBLE/NON ACCESSIBLE 


YRO2 YTB OPTARE ALERO 16 ST W/C 
ACCESS A/C, The shape of things to come! 
Excellent bus with two electric sunroof’s, 
privacy glass all round, reversing camera and 
air-con and low floor wheelchair accessible, 
recent factory overhaul May 05, £34,950 


WIW 3346 TRANSIT 16 ST FACTORY 
BUS 1998 (S), £5,995 


WIW 3348 TRANSIT 16 ST FACTORY 
BUS 1998 (S), Both transits owned by us 
from new, good solid workhorses fit neatly 
into any minibus fleet, £5,995 


T407 OWA IRIZAR CENTURY 1999 49 
ST EXEC, The ever popular Scania with toi- 
let, air-con, recliners, plain white, very good 
order, one previous owner, wired or 
TV/video/DVD, £78,950 


7233 MBA SPRINTER 410D 16 ST, 
Our’s from new, plain white. belts, racks, 
£12,995 


$291 RDG VARIO 612D 24 ST, Our’s 
from new, plain white, belts, racks, coach 
rear end, £14,995 


R475 YTD IRIZAR CENTURY 1998 49 
ST EXEC, The ever popular Scania with toi- 
let, air-con, recliners, plain white, very good 
order, fitted TV/video, one previous owner, 
£68,995 


P384 CRG TRANSIT 8/12 ST NON PSV 
DIESEL, What can we say, its stops and 
starts, goes out, comes back and looks good 
for the money, £1,995 


YJI 5584 MERCEDES 609D 24 SEAT 
1994, Solid workhorse in plain white with 
coach rear end, belts and racks, £9,995 


N235 DHE MERCEDES 609D 16 ST 
W/C AMBULANCE, Plain white 1996 
10+4 w/c or I6 st, solid as a rock, £5,995 


N718 FLB TRANSIT |2 ST PSV SPEC 
FACTORY BUS, Had this one longer than 
me kids ans its been a lot less trouble, forty 
shades of blue, £1,995 


M953 OBU IVECO BEDWAS BODIED 
AMBULANCE, |6 st PSV or 10+4 wic, 
Ricon lift inside, auto, diesel, Recon box, 
£2,995 


H272 AAL TRANSIT DORMOBILE 
AMBULANCE, Done us proud as a spare 
for years, always ready to bail you out, £995 


F285 LCN MERCEDES 709D 24 ST PSV 
AMBULANCE, Cunliffe bodied super huge 
wheel chair accessible minibus, plods on for 
england, converts in a flash to take 6 pax/7 
wheelchairs, £2,995 


EVERYTHING IS PLUS VAT, DEALS 
ARE HERE TO BE HAD, IF WE’VE 
OVER PRICED ANYTHING TELL US 
WHAT YOU THINK, IF YOU'RE AT 
THE MADAM WE’LL TELL YOU 
WHAT WE THINK! 


calO151 526 8888 


for viewing 


or 07880 98 5050 


for dealing 
(Liverpool) 


routeONE Trader Vehicle Sales 


Southdown & 
PSV 


LOOK! HEAVYWEIGHT BUSES 
FOR UNDER #£I10K! 


Mr Toomey from LP Toomey & Sons sold his vehicle through 
routeONE completly free of charge. 


) Juxury 16 

rhs PSV test, 

c B jeot/Citroen/SWB, 

F 309629 or 07747 770595 


MERCEDES-BENZ 410 
seats, o/s emer 
taxed, wil@t<< 
£2,500 no 


If you have a vehicle £6,000 or under you can advertise for 
FREE. Call routeONE sales for details: 


0870 241 8745 


Telephone: 01908 521816 
busbiz.co.uk * P O Box 5717 ® Milton Keynes ®* MK4 2WY BySBIZ C0. uk 


first stop for bus & couch 


. . www busbiz.co.uk | co.ul 
Special Promotion GO GREEN —— 


1995 Scania K113CRB Irizar Century 


Converted to run on Liquefied Natural Gas 
@ Lower Fuel Cost @ Lower Emissions 


@ 'M Registered. 49 recliners, air conditioning, lap 
retractable belts, rear offside sunken toilet and 


This coach is fuelled by LIQUEFIED NATURAL 
GAS. Typical fuel savings is £1.00 per gallon! 


Filling stations located at Lesmahagow, Carlisle, 
Northallerton, Penrith, Castleford, Lymm, 


Would consider renting vehicle for a trial period. 


£49,995 


t John Street, London EC1V 4PY 
68743 


Registered Office: AdClik Limited, 2nd Floor, 145-15 
eg No Englar 


Sliteng 0870 2418745 


Classified booking deadline Monday 4pm 


continental door, video / monitor, Stereo/Radio/pa. 


Shareshill, IIkeston, Shepshed, Flamstead, Bristol. 


Alles 


il ail: 


@ 1996 MAN 11.220 Marshall 
@ 38 seats + I5 standees 
@ ZF fully auto gearboxes 

@ Full air suspension 
@ New MoT’s 


@ As seen only £9,995 + VAT - Choice 


@ Repainted & retrimmed 
@ Only £13,000 + var 


BIG 80 SEATER DECKERS FOR 


SALE! 


@ 1990 Scania NII3 Eastlancs 
@ 80 seats + II standees 
@ Voith fully auto gearboxes 
@ New MoT’s 
@ Repainted into your livery 
@ Only £19,000 + vat - Choice 


PART EXCHANGE WELCOME 
If required vehicles can be resprayed & 


retrimmed prior to delivery 


Bus & Coach MoT prep/test & general 


repairs available 


FINANCE AVAILABLE - SUBJECT 


TO STATUS 


We are 10 minutes from Gatwick 


Phone No: 01342 715222 
Web address: www.south- 
downpsv.co.uk 
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routeONE Trader Vehicle Sales 
KINEIL COACHES 


Fraserburgh - Scotland 


Selling a 
_"wehicle 
Smder 
£6,000? 
“With 


Genuine policies from a genuine company 


and honest people 
Merc Vario 814 Plaxton 
Beaver 2, 

33 seats, booted, 3 point 
belts, DDA, first reg 
31/12/04 £54,000 


Merc Vario 814, 33 seat Plaxton 
Beaver, test Feb 06 £29,000 


LDV 400, 16 seater, power 
door, test April 06 £2,000 


Merc 814 Plaxton Beaver, 
power door, test Aug 06, 33 
seater, recon engine last year 
£12,000 


Merc 609, 26 seater, recon 
engine last year, test August 06 
£6,500 

Volvo Decker, 84 seater, test 
May 06 £1,500 

Dennis Dominator, Alexander 


body, Gardner engine, 79 seater, 
test August 05 £1,000 


i 


7 


routeONE 
it’s FREE!! 
0870 
241 
8745 


01346 510200 / 514774 


Ol Ke oxi ON TOUR 


Moving into the future with 


‘ 


NT ] 
| 


a 
a 
4 


=e 


HANSAR 
FINANCE 


LIMITED 


#4 Hire Purchase 
#4 Finance Leasing 


Rob 


#a Operating Lease 
va Choic3s 


Where can you find one of the largest stock of wheelchair accessible/conventional 
minibuses? Ready to work, combining this with over 50 years of experience in the 
industry. Just one friendly phone call to Wayne or Philip will simplify your job. 


Tel: 01942 864222 


We guarantee quality vehicles, right prices, no pressure sales. 
Come and have a coffee while you browse at your leisure. 


FOR ALL ENQUIRIES PHONE HANSAR 


0161 488 4000 


All — is subject “oes apd acon genome aoe 18 or 
p over. Business users only. Hansar Finance Limited, Bridgeway House, 
Junction 23, M6 or 20 miles from Manchester/Liverpool airport. Mellor Road, Cheadle Hulme, Cheshire SK8 5AU 


www.heatonsmotorco.co.uk copyright © 2004 


Classified Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 
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2002 Dennis R Series Caetano Enigma 53st 


420 bhp Engine, AS Tronic 12 Speed G/Box, 


Retarder, 3 Point Seat Belts, Courier Seat, fi] 
Interior Wood Trim, Centre Cont. Door, 


Provision for Centre Sunken Toilet, 
Climate Control 

£99,950 

Low Milage & As New Condition 


1999 Man 18.350 Marco Polo 55st. 


Recliners, Courier Seat, Belts, 
Plug Power Door, D/Glazing, 
Curtains, Radio PA Cassette 


£67,500 
Ideal for conversion to 70st. 


1997 Volvo BIOM Van Hool 
Alizee 49/53st Exec. 


Air Con., Centre Sunken D/M Toilet, 
Cont Door, Boiler, 

Video & Monitor, Recent Re-trim 
£79,950 


Painting single colour Included 


1993 Volvo BIOM Van Hool Alizee 49st. 


Air Con., Webasto, Toilet, Fridge, 
TV& Video,Power Door, 
D/Glazing, Courier Seat, 
Recent Engine Overhaul, 


£36,950 & 


Well above average & everything works 


Classified booking deadline Monday 4pm 


routeONE 


Vehicle Sales 


Specialists in used passenger vehicle sales 
Tel: 01509-852883 or Mobile 07721-091829 


Air Con., 
Centre D/Mount Toilet, Retader, 
Boiler, Fridge, TV & Video 


£119,500 ff 
Top of the range spec. 


1995 Dennis Javelin GX Neoplan Transliner 48st. Exec. 


Air Con., Rear Sunken Toilet, Boiler, Fridge, Rear Cont. Door, 
Panelled in Rear Window, TV Monitor, D/Glazing, 
Central Locking, Curtains, Carpet, Double Courier Seat, 
Retractable Belts,Recent Engine 


£Offers 
Must be sold - no reasonable offer refused 


1988 Setra 215 HR 53st 


Power Door, Recliners, Belts, Iii 


Rear Cont. Door, 
Retarder, Webasto, Courier Seat, 
Retarder, 


£11,950 
Recent Retrim New MOT 


Take the expense out of 
your vehicles under £6,000 — 
because with routeONE it’s... 


..PRICE-LESS 


Free, gratis, buck-she — 
whichever way you look at it, 
there’s nothing to pay. — 


2001 Iveco Maxim 27st. Disabled Access Coach 
Wheelchair Lift , Power Door, Air Con., 

Courier Seat, 3 Point Belts, 

Curtains, Radio PA Cassette 


£46,950 
Disabled Access Coach 


1999 Scania Van Hool T9 53st. 
Easy Shift, Telma, Power Door, 
‘ourier Seat, Aircraft Style Lockers, 
Latest Mirrors 


£85,000 


1995 EOS90 49st Exec. 


Air Con., Rear Saloon Toilet, 
Boiler, Fridge, Video & Monitor, 
Retarder, Rear Cont, Door, 
Courier Seat. 


£49,950 


1985 Setra S215 53st 


Retarder, Power Door, Recliners, 
Belts, Reverse Camera, 


£8,950 


Recent New Engine, 
Recent Retrim New MOT 
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Market Place 


routeONE 
PUL : 


Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 


= 


SMARTSOUND 


sonia? Scie Ics 


AMPLIFIRES, PA SYSTEMS 
DIGITAL CCTV/REVERSING CAMERAS DRINKS 
MACHINE, HOT COLD HAND WASH UNITS 
AND MUCH MORE!!! 
All work carried out on your premises 
CALL NOW ON 07946 093949 OR 01858 433768 
(Midiands Based) 


yer 


01706 361966 www.airconco.itd.uk 


14” ‘Flip Down’ LCD Monitor & DVD 
Playback system. 


We will come out to your premises 


Install the equipment & connect to your existing public 
address and speakers fully suppressed and guaranteed. 


We also install drinks machines and radio PA systems 


PSVPRODUCTS 
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OUR CLIENTS INCLUDE 


Market Place 


BUSINESS FOR SALE 


Retirement forces sale of 
established coach operation 
based in Southern Ireland. 


Currently used for schools and 
private hire, with excellent 
opportunity to expand. 


Private house and garage 
included if desired. 


Please reply to: 


Box No. 37 
Suite 4 
Century House 
Towermead Business Park 
Fletton 
Peterborough 
Cambridgeshire 
PE2 9DY 


Specification, Low Temperature Operation 


t 


~— (CA S 
> Gear shifter control cables 
> Accelerator control cables 
industrial Estate > Modulator control cables 
> Foot pedals and connection kits 
> Ball joints, rose joints and clevises 


Fax: 0151 356 8408 


Etesmere Port 
Chesture 165 3A5 


Tel: 0151 355 0004 
it 


HEATHROW EXPRESS 
SOUTHEAST TRAINS 
IPSWICH BUSES 
EUROSTAR 


NGE A DEMONSTRATION OF OUR UNIQUE CLEANING MAINTENANCE SYSTEMS 
CALL: 00 44 (0) 1473 604024 FAX : 00-44 (0) 1473 604 493 


VISIT US AT: www.solutionse2.com 


routeONE 


CHECKPOINTS/DUSTITES 


TO PURCHASE CHECKPOINT/DUSTITE loose 
wheelnut indicators or to locate your 
nearest stockist, Tel: 015242 71200 
www.checkpoint-safety.com, 
E-mail:info@checkpoint-safety.com 


everyone’s 
talking 
about ‘The 


Health & Safety 


Are your policy and procedures to the required standard 
to satisfy current legislation and your Insurers. 


Are you experiencing problems with your Maintenance or with VOSA. 


Getting it wrong can be at best costly and at worst cost you your 
Operators licence, For help and advice contact - 


VEHICLE ENGINEERING & RISK SOLUTIONS 
Peter Hilton CEng MiMechE MIRTE TechSP 
30 years experience in the Bus and Coach Industry on - 


01925 763154 or 07921 144162 
Email: peterhilton@culcheth1990.fsnet.co.uk 


encores 


CRAIG TILSLEY 


Suppliers of reconditioned: 


Market Place 


GARAGE EQUIPMENT 


People’s Express Garage Sale 
Absolutely Everything Must Go!! 
Garage Equipment 
22,000 Itr fuel tank 


Oxy set 
5, 2 & 1 ton jacks 
2 x engine cranes 


and Triscan unit 

10 x large lift stands 
10 x small lift stands 2 x Volvo engines 
Jet wash 50 x cash vaults 


Give us a call on 0121 505 3245 


All prices given on enquiry 


Reco 
Equipment 


1 x set Teclamit 

26 Tonne capacity column lifts 
1 x Crypton CVBT 
Commercial brake tester CW 
print-out facility 

1 x Refurbished Laycock 

14 Tonne 6-post commercial 
vehicle lift 


01179 862449 


For all your Coach & Bus 
Heating Equipment and General 
Hose Products Inc: Motors, 
Radiators, Fans, Elbows, 
Ducting and Complete Heaters 
Coach Body Parts, Budget and gravelly locks, 
T-keys, emergency hammers, fire 
extinguishers, first aid kits and many more. 
Ring for Derails 


MAN ENGINE SPECIALISTS 


Commercial Vehicle Lift, & Commercial 
brake testers for sale. Contact Roger on 
01384 410008 or 07932 069627 


LAWMAN COMMERCIAL SERVICES LTD 


Engine rebuilds carried out to the highest 
standard on all types of MAN diesel engines, 
coach & truck, We are also able to carry out 

liner seat cutting whilst engines remain 
in the vehecle. 


OE Quality engine parts also available at 
competative prices for all your MAN needs 


Contact John or Alison 
Tel: 01530 231235 
Fax: 01530 231236 
Mobiles 24Hr: 07850779565 / 07718738785 


(Leicestershire) 


Used diesel engines & spare parts. 

We also offer a full reconditioning service for: Volvo, 
Cummins, Gardner, DAF, Scania 

Tel: 01204 468213 

Myco Engineering Services Ltd 


SCANIA 
GARDNER 
LEYLAND 
CUMMINS ENGINES 
CYLINDER HEADS 
CRANKCASES 
TEL: CRANKSHAFTS 
01782 791524 WALL 
01782 791527 PUMPS 
FAX: ETC. 
01782 791316 


MOORFIELDS 
IND. EST. 

COATES HEATH, 
STOKE-ON-TRENT 
$T21 6QY 


DAF - VOLVO - CUMMINS - SCANIA 
- LEYLAND - GARDNER - MAN 
For remanufactured and dyno test 

diesel engines with a full warranty call 


Tel: 01782 414834 
Fax: 01782 846179 


TERENCE BARKER TANKS 
Manufacture Bunded Fuel Tanks 
for Installation, Sale or Hire 


Telephone: 01376 330661 
Built to Environment Agency Specifications 


Also available : Fuel Management Systems 
Pumps / Service Contracts / Spares & Repairs 
OFTEC registered engineers, site surveys & more 


Market Place booking deadline Monday 4pm 


View our catalogue on our website 


STRUT 


UK Manufacturers 
Quick Deliveries 
To suit all types of 
vehicle 


non ‘ 2 Lyon Close 
Competitive Prices Woburn Road Ind Estate 
Kempston 


Beds MK42 7SB 


For Further Information & 
Technical AssistanceContact 


Tel: 01234 843979 
Fax: 01234 843916 


what risk? / 


with Gauntlet you’re in safe hands # 

@ Risk Assessments \& q 

@ Disaster Recovery e RL 
Planning & Claims $ 


Management ¢ 


& Commercial Insurance 
Broking 

@ Health & Safety Training 
and Consultancy 


~ 


€ Gauntlet Group | Tel: 0113 244 8686 


mm Crown House Armiey Road Leeds LS12 2E) 
a Fax: 0113 243 8668 Web: gauntletgroup.com 


oe >) 


WRIGHTSURE 


NEW VENTURES ESPECIALLY WELCOME 
Tel: 0151 494 0007 Fax: 0151 494 2560 
email: liverpool@wrightsure.com 


‘The Wrightsure Group is a trading style of Wrightsure Services Ltd, Wrightsure Insurance Services 
(North West) Ltd and Wrightsure Services (Hampshire) Ltd all of whom are authorised and regulated by 


the Financial Services Authority 
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M&H COACHWORKS Ltd 
wun Since 1979 wun 
The North's Premier 
COACH & BUS ACCIDENT REPAIR CENTRE 


QUALITY ACCIDENT 
REPAIRS & RESPRAYS 


We offer the BEST PRICES on 
Remanufactured exchange 


Steering Boxes, Pumps & Rams 
12 months guarantee 
(To most UK areas, ex stock) 


www. steering 


coe 


APPROVED BY ALL LEADING 
INSURANCE COMPANIES. LOCATED 
ONE MINUTE JUNCTION 3 M621 


FOR PROFESSIONAL HELP AND 
ASSISTANCE, ESTIMATES & 
QUOTATIONS ETC 


CALL NOW ON LEEDS 
0113 2441671 
Folkestone 01303 261870 QUALITY INSTALATIONS 


’ TOILET SYSTEMS, DRINKS MACHINES, 
Mobile 07767 475625 FRIDGES ETC WEBASTO HEATER & 
THETFORD TOILET - SALES & SERVICE 
NEW ON-LINE SHOPPING WEBSITE 
FOR COACH PARTS & ACCESSORIES 


9 \\ CALL NOW 
0870 241 
lL 874s 


¢ 24hr roadside assistance with engineers “on call” 
® Priority access to Channel Tunnel & Dover Docks 
¢ U.K. continental breakdown assistance & recovery 


* Replacement vehicles & drivers for onward 


; Please visit: www.mhcoachworks.co.uk 
transportation of passengers 


* Modern fully equipped workshops and stores 


° Vehicle inspections, servicing & repairs undertaken ro ute Controlled 
° Fleet of over 50 new air conditioned vehicles ; Circulation 
including double deck coaches 


FREE to FeePiton = 


Nia Ken Ci ak eleetmco ES every Thursday 


rTwTaAs 


RECRUITMENT SERVICES LTD. 
SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY 
eLGV DRIVERS 
ePCV DRIVERS 
7.5 TONNE DRIVERS 
FORK LIFT DRIVERS 


9191 371 9922 


Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 


Market Place 
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REVERSING CAMERA SYSTEMS 1 
Reduce accidents whilst reversing! d iffe re nt eee 
DIY Kits from £145 + VAT 


ieee LONDON BUS & TRUCK LTD 


— We are specialists in PSV & com- 7] 
TRUCK eae 


mercials, no vehecles too large or ’ 

too small, we offer: <=> or we :' 

Call: Ae Sai 
“oon .. that’s 
routeONE 
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@ Resprays/coach painting 


@ Large commercial low bake oven 

@ Full bodyshop facilities ARR | | 

@ Restoration 

@ Conversions 

@ Refit INSTALLATIONS 

@ Crash repairs 

@ Welding 

@ Testemonials available wemviee e t Belt 

a ; Supplies 

© Hand Rail 
Padding 

@ Next Day 
Delivery 

© Seat Belt 
Installations 


Kent DA11 9SN 


felephone 
01474 361199 
Fax: 


01474 361188 


@ Double Deckers 
: Seat Belted 


3! V/ 
HAND RAIL PADDING 


South East Coachworks 
The Old Coach Station Kent ME! 3 8PE 
Tel: 01795 534888 enquiry@southeastcoachworks.com 


Electrical works including CCTV and alarm installation. 

Collection and delivery- we are offering FREE collection and delivery service during 2005 The UK's no1 Seatbelt Installers 

on every accepted estimate in excess of £7,500.00 plus VAT, this includes vehicle recovery Call the Experts: 

tow in with On Time Recovery Services. Standard collection and delivery will also be free. Tel: 01522 689911 

* terms apply- with SEC purchase order only (60 mile radius of The Old Coach Station) Fax: 01522 689922 
www.southeastcoachworks.com Email: info@bhiuk.com 


www.bhiuk.com cs 


INNEW2 PACK PANT | > Co 


IN NEW 2 PACK PAINT 
Jennings CVS DRIVERS SEATS Comfy Gat 


Oa 


TRAILWAYS LIMITED 
COACH & AIR CONDITIONING 
REFURBISHMENTS 


Specialists in:- 
A. 
= - 7 STRETCH PANELS 


SOLID COLOURS 
Company 


@ Air suspension 
@ 3 point belt 


@ Headrest 
Air seats from 
£299 + VAT 
(Seat shown £599 + VAT) 


Mini Bus from £350 
Coaches from £600 
Metallic from £895 
BUS CARE WARKS. 


BODY PANELS 
CHASSIS REPAIRS 


RE-SPRAYS 


INSURANCE APPROVED REPAIRERS 
Telephone: 01922 495522 
Unit 2, Fryers Road, Bloxwich, 

West Midlands, WS2 7LZ 


FREE DELIVERY 
(To most UK areas, ex stock) 


www.jennings-seats.co.uk 
ici, 13 


01270 257417 Call: 0870 760 9413 or Buy Online 


www.comfyseating.com 


Day: 07774 485310 
Night: 01789 296884 
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Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 


Market Place 


routeONE 


[rAcHO ANALYSIS 


Market Place 


— 
Newnes f iD 


Are you paying too much? 
Are you getting the service you deserve? 


Analysis from 24p 
per chart 


Also available 
Driving Licence 
Verification Company 


might invalidate your insurance? 


to ensure you remain within the law. 


Tel: 0800 028 69 63 
Fax: 0800 028 69 64 


Email: tacbureau@aol.com 


Do you reqularly check your drivers entitlement to 
drive your vehicles to protect your ‘O’ licence? 


How about checking for recent endorsements that 


Our Verification Service allows for periodic checks 


www.tachographanalysisbureau.co.uk 
Specialist Coach & Bus Centre 19 Charles Street, Wrexham LL|3 8BT 


Full details: 


Newcastle, 
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Low cost sales, spare parts and service. 
Transport Ticket Services Ltd, 


Monmouth, Gwent NP25 4NT 


Baseplates and modules are also available. 
Ticket rolls for all quality ticket machines 
(Almex & Wayfarer), ink bobbins, 


fareboxes, cash bags 


CAMBIST AND PENDAMATIC 
CHANGE DISPENSERS AND COIN 


Contact us 
now for @ ya 
further HB fax 
details 


| WRIGHT TRAINING 


SERVICES LTD 


| CPC COURSES | 


@ NATIONAL and INTERNATIONAL § 


g Attendance courses held at Thurrock, Essex § 


Homestudy Courses also available 
Tel: 01708 867564 
Fax: 01708 867864 


www.wright-training.com 
info@wright-training.com 


NVQ TRAINING 
DRIVER TRAINING 
CPC STUDIES 
IN-HOUSE OR EXTERNAL 


CON 


TENDER TABLES 


John Groves 
TICKET SYSTEMS 


01294 471155 
01294 471166 
sales@jgts.com 


(= e-mail 


www .cambist.se 


Direct to the heart of the coach and bus industry 


@ first with news 

@ dedicated circulation 

@ legal news by Mike Jewell 
@ industry interviews 

@ in-depth features 

@ company profiles 

@ latest test drives 

@ supported by the CPT 

@ best for buying & selling 
@ ABC application approved 
@ FREE every week 

@ YOUR views, YOUR voice 


Contact Adrian Gettins 


T: 01633 441491 

F: 01633 440591 

M: 07885 874860 

E: agettins@btinternet.com 


ag! 
| 


Up-to-the-minute industry information 


CPC 


Guilds) 91984 656 310 


OnLine Help/Assistance 24/7 


DVD. Audio CD. Intensive 
Homestudy. Accom. Buy-OnLine 
Cityég| www.friendberry.co.uk 


| 
| 
| 


ff 


CPC Courses National & International, 
quality training, small groups with high success rates. 
For a more personal and professional service look no 
further. Ridgeway Training, Tel: 


712175 


who's taken 


Fax: 01254 240858 


Email: info@whalleytransportstudies.co.uk 


Alan Madrell School of Motoring Ltd. 
P.C.V Training, Licence upgrades. 
Accommodation available. Tel 0191 373 


3145 www.alanmadrell.co.uk 


205/75R 17.5 
215/75R 17.5 
11R 22.5 

295/80R 22.5 
295/80R 22.5 
295/80R 22.5 
295/80R 22.5 
305/75R 24.5 
315/80R 22.5 
) 315/80R 22.5 
315/80R 22.5 
315/80R 22.5 


More Stock Available 


All prices are subject to VAT and availability 


Tel: 0200 298 4755 


01342 


the 


Uniroyal £71.00 friendly service with great prices 
Uniroyal £73.00 THIS MONTH'S SPECIAL 


Premium New £108.00 


New From £116.00 
Regal £159.00 
Continental £173.00 609D, 709D, 711D, 811D, 814D, VARIO 814D 
Michelin £199.00 OTHER MODELS IN STOCK 
We also stock a large range of high quality used Mercedes Benz 

Goodyear £275.00 ber & coach pared 

We are fully licensed by the Environment Agency. 
Goodyear f1 89.00 Make sure you help the Environment by choosing to buy your spare parts 

from a licensed Environmental dealer. 

Regal £1 69.00 We want your redundant Mercedes Benz bus or coach...any age any condition. 
Michelin £259.00 We accept major credit cards so that you can have that much-need part 
New From £135.00 within 24 hours. All our parts are guaranteed and on the shelf, ready to go. 
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24 HR EXCHANGE MOBILE 
COLUMN LIFTS 


Brand new 
mobile lifts for sale, 
8 tonne per column 

BEST PRICE IN UK 
07947 837 358 


Second Hand Somers Vehicle Lifts avail- 
able for sale. Limited stock available. 
Please call 07970 579258 


Now OFFERING 


Good quality trimming, common sense 
prices. Some sets same day. Sales of 


COST OR REPAIR SERVICE gegnes 
OLD UNITS PURCHASED ‘i 
NATIONWIDE 


COLLECTION & DELIVERY 
01425 638426 
NG ENGINEERING 


www.crturbos.co.uk 


moquette, lino, soft trim and floor carpet}} 


DVIEld JINAICLI 


All major credit cards accepted 


VEHICLE SPARES 


www.ahead-of-the-rest 
14 and 15 THURNSCOE 


BUSINESS CENTRE, 
PRINCESS DRIVE, 
THURNSCOE, NR ROTHER- 
HAM, S.YORKS S63 OBL 


Phone or fax 


(01709) 894804 609/709/811 D 
Next day delivery nationwide 
Tel nextBus Ltd 


01249 462 462 


ws rate) 


a £ = _ 


DENNIS PARTS 


Get your Dennis parts from the 
company who really know 
Dennis buses 
BUS & COACH PARTS 
Nationwide Delivery 
Call us on 0141 339 0555 
fax 0141 339 9568 
or go on-line 
www.busandcoachparts.co.uk 


P.L. TRIM LTD 


| Showerproof jacket or fleece, 
now fully reversable so the 
choice is yours. 
sales@lelsureweardirect.com 
Tel: 01298 74737 
Fax: 0870 755 9842 


www.leisureweardirect.com 
Buxton, Derbyshire 


Coach and vehicle trimmers 
Quality retrims or repairs at 
affordable prices 
Also available side wall carpet 
PCV gear lever gaiters 
Trim Fabrics and foam 


| 
| 


| 
Tel/Fax: 01253 696033 
E-mail: enquires Itrim.co.uk 
Web site: www.plitrim.co.uk 


Tel: 01274 877322 
“Fae 01274 878648 


FACTORY DIRECT 


SERVICES 


Dennis Dart Break Shoes 
New from £15 


ERITH COMMERCIALS 
Tel: 01322 290921 Fax: 01322 2900049 


E-mail: m-benz@erithcommercials.co.uk 
www.erithcommercials.com 


WORLDWIDE EXPORTERS 


Nd@ ZNA9-SAGADYIW @ SLUVd HDVO)D 8 SN 
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=BUS & COACH PARTS @ MERCEDES-BENZ 


ERCEDES-BENZ BUS & COACH PARTS @ MERCEDES-BEN 
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Joe Mackie takes Packman joins 
Coach Search 


oe Mackie was strapped onto a 


AS PART of fund-raising for bone 
marrow charity The Anthony 
Nolan Trust, First Aberdeen 
Commercial Director Joe Mackie 
took a ‘wing walk’, raising 
£3,000. 

It was part of the annual 
Emmerdale Extravaganza held near 
Aberdeen when over 20 members of 
the cast of TV soap Emmerdale were 


recruitment 


a ‘wing walk’ 


given VIP treatment by First. 

It is now the fifth year that First 
has supported the event, for which it 
also supplies buses for the public 
shuttle services, from Aberdeen to 
Banchory and on the car park shuttle 
services at the Golf Centre. 

Joe’s own sponsorship and First’s 
support helped the event raise over 
£250,000 for the Trust. 


ASSISTANT OPERATIONS 
MANAGER ALDERSHOT 


UK Coach Search (UKCS) has 
appointed a new Director, Mark 
Packman, currently a director of 
Matrix Telematics Ltd. 

He joins the board of UKCS as it 
continues its expansion and 
development of logistical solutions for 
the coach industry. 

Managing Director John Bywater 
said: “The synergies between UKCS 
and Matrix are evident and closer links 
between the two companies will 
provide the platform for a more 
integrated development programme. 
Mark will bring many years of 
experience in logistical tracking 
systems to the company whilst UKCS 
will provide Matrix with cutting edge 
software technology.” 

Both companies will soon be 
moving into new headquarters at 
Altrincham, Cheshire with plans to 
consolidate their teams of developers, 
sales personel and administration staff 
under one roof. 

Mark Packman added: “I am very 


You will have joint responsibility for 80 vehicles and 150 employees, making this an excellent career 

move. The challenge will come from ensuring services are both reliable and of the highest quality. 
This makes the recruitment, retention and management of staff a vital part of the role. You will 
also have to work closely and effectively with the Engineering Manager to ensure the overall 


success of the operation. 


It is important for you to be an excellent communicator and confident people manager. You 
also need a real business focus and to be commercially aware, supported by strong 


organisational skills. 


A competitive salary with benefits is offered for the post, together with relocation expenses 


if applicable. 


Applications, including CV and a statement of why you will be successful in the post, 
should be made to:- Phil Medlicott, Operations Director, Stagecoach South, The Bus 
Station, CHICHESTER, West Sussex PO19 8DG 


Closing date for applications will be Friday 29 July 2005 


O stagecoach in Aldershot 


Committed to equal opportunities 
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happy to see the closer links between 
our companies. The new building will 
be a showcase for the emerging 
technologies in hardware and software 
that will revolutionise the way 
companies handle their fleets, 
maximising efficiency and reducing 
costs. We will be able to offer bespoke 
solutions to large and small fleets, 
employing leading edge technology.” 


Mark Packman: closer links 


Unwin 
southern 
appointment 


UNWIN Safety Systems, which 
specialises in safety equipment 
for the transport of wheelchair 
users and seated passengers, 
has appointed Lewis Bacon as 
Southern Area Sales Manager. 

Lewis has extensive knowledge 
of the safety equipment market, 
especially in the Southern Area, 
which he gained during his 
previous experience as a Sales 
Advisor for the company at their 
Head Office in Martock, Somerset. 

His responsibilities will 
encompass duties such as customer 
support, product training, vehicle 
assessment, trade show 
presentations. 

Over the next two weeks, Lewis 
is joining Innotrax Sales Manager, 
Andrew Palmer and Northern Area 
Sales Manager Carl Leake on 
various visits and trade shows, to 
meet his customer base. 

Unwin’s next major exhibition is 
at the Mobility Roadshow, 
Donington Park, on 7-9 July, where 
it is launching a variety of new 
innovations. 


TWM inspectors receive 
‘good citizens awards’ 


ba 


Recognition for lan Hunter, Ricardo Hinds and Charlie Pancholi 


THREE Travel West Midlands 
Inspectors, part of its ‘Revenue 
Team’, have each been awarded 
with a ‘Good Citizens Award’ as 
part of the annual West Midlands 
Police Authority Awards. 

Inspectors Charlie Pancholi, 
Ricardo Hinds and lan Hunter were 
given this rare recognition for the 
way in which they apprehended a 
knife-wielding man in August 2004 in 
Aston, Birmingham. The three 
Inspectors managed to apprehend 
the man until police officers arrived 
to arrest him - whilst also ensuring 
that all passengers were safe to 


recruitment 


board and travel on passing bus 
services. 

TWM Corporate Affairs Manager 
Stuart Henry said: “We are pleased 
that West Midlands Police have 
recognised their efforts, bravery and 
professionalism. Charlie, Ricardo and 
lan were all praised by Acting Deputy 
Chief Constable Tofiluk at the 
ceremony and everyone involved is 
immensely proud of them. It must be 
recognised that this is an extremely 
rare award and | believe it underlines 
TWM’s, and indeed these three 
Inspectors’ commitment to safer 
travel for both staff and customers.” 


sammy, Ss 
x GARAGE ™ 


Mechanic/Fitter Required 


Our fitter is leaving after 16 years. 


Interesting, varied work for small central London based company. 


Call out and garage based. Maintanance and running repairs. 


Applicant must be self motivated with a ‘Can do’ attitude. 


Clean-cut Driving Licence essential. PSV preferred. 


Salary/hours negotiable. 


CVs to: Sammys Garage, Victoria Coach Station Arrivals, 3 Eccleston Place, 
London SW1W 9NEF. Tel: 0207 730 5290 Email: vacancies@coachcentre.co.uk 


nextweek 


roi teONE 
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issue 86 


THEY’RE bigger, bolder, and more informative. The humble 
destination blind has been transformed following universal 
acceptance that it not only needs to be visible, but it also needs to 
convey essential information that is sufficient to put passengers at 
ease when it comes to boarding the right coach or bus. 

The winding gear that was once ubiquitous is now old hat. The small, 
one-line display is largely confined to a past generation, while high-visibility 
yellow-on-black is now universal. 

Although roller-blinds are still preferred by many operators, the 
motorised version is growing in demand, while technology has taken a 
grip when it comes to the LED and LCD displays. But there’s more as 
voice announcement and on-board display systems take a hold and the 
prospect of linking destination equipment to highly sophisticated ticketing 
and passenger information becomes ever more likely. 

Next week routeONE takes at look at the latest developments as we 
find out where this essential piece of equipment is heading in our special 
six-page guide to destination equipment. 


Don’t forget: 


ONT: 


ONE 
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On the road to a safe and secure future. Mercedes-Benz Buses and Coaches. 


LOW FLOOR SPRINTER 


Access all Areas 


> Mercedes-Benz are proud to introduce 
their most versatile of performers — the Low 
Floor Sprinter. 
Available in both 4.6 and 6.2 tonne variants, 
the Sprinter exudes all the values that 
Mercedes-Benz passengers and operators 
have become accustomed to. The sleek 
exterior design creates an immediate positive 
impression and once onboard, the classic 
Mercedes-Benz balance of practicality, 
technology and refinement promises both 


passenger and driver the perfect ride. 


The Sprinter’s true, low floor technology with 
stepless entry, ensures all passengers can 
enjoy easy access at all times - an essential 
commodity on busy commercial routes. Both 
models offer flexible seating plans with up to 
25 seats available on the 6 tonne version. 

The driving force behind the Sprinter is it’s 
109bhp diesel engine - offering exceptional 
performance coupled with unparalleled 
economy and reliability. All this backed up by 
Mercedes-Benz unrivalled after sales support 


makes the Sprinter the perfect choice for even 


the most demanding of services. 

One way systems or winding roads - Low 
Floor Sprinter is the solution. 

Contact EvoBus on 02476 626000 and ask for 
Kate Dodds. 


Mercedes-Benz 


EvoBus (UK) Ltd, Ashcroft Way, Cross Point Business Park, Coventry CV2 2TU 


www.evobus.co.uk 


